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The present paper is devoted to the socio-cultural aspects of the Irish language
revitalization. The author analyzes the reasons of Irish language protection. The
language acquisition and use of the minority language are considered to be the
key elements.
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This article reflects the significant position of the Irish language not
only in Irish society, but also from the worldwide perspective, taking into
account added value generated by all languages, not omitting minority and
lesser-used languages which create an inherent part of world’s cultural
heritage.

The Irish language is the first national and official language in the
Republic of Ireland, whereas the English language is defined as the second
official language according to the Irish Constitution. Although, majority of
people in the Republic of Ireland speak the English language, Irish (Irish
Gaelic) is considered to be one of the most important elements of Irish na-
tional and cultural identity despite its minority position in public sphere
and real life.

Currently, the Irish language is being revitalized as a unique cultural
element. There are many organizations which support language revitaliza-
tion (Conradh na Gaelige, Foras na Gaelige, Udards na Gaeltachta, Na-
tional University of Ireland Galway). We assume that the more people are
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exposed to the Irish language through the medium of various Irish lan-
guage services and cultural activities, the more viable and vivid will be
their participation in the Gaelic ethnoculture.

In the Republic of Ireland, Irish-speaking area is called the Gael-
tacht. There are many of such areas in the country. Most of them are lo-
cated in the western part, although, nowadays the number of Irish speakers
in predominantly English-speaking areas has increased significantly, too.
The economic support of Gaeltacht plays crucial role in language revitali-
zation. In addition to this, attention should be also paid to the dissemina-
tion of information about benefits of bilingualism. Families should be more
supported in bringing up their children through the medium of Irish arising
out of the fact that they can play a huge role in language maintenance and
reversing the process language shift.

In many Irish-speaking communities there is a tendency to prefer
English as the language of communication nowadays. Thus, the role of
family as well as education institutions is of utmost importance in order to
achieve intergenerational transmission of Irish (Pecnikova 2014). Success-
ful transfer of language depends, however, on the positive attitude and
more enthusiastic approach to establishment of the Irish language and more
bilingual households.

The Irish language was declared as one of the official and working
languages of the European Union in 2007 generating new working posi-
tions for the prospective translators, interpreters and teachers. Currently,
there are many students studying the Irish language, Irish or Celtic studies
at universities in Ireland and abroad which is also a sign of interest in the
language. The language itself has gained popularity and prestige in com-
parison with the past. External interest (from other countries) is also very
important in the case of minority languages revitalization.

The Irish Language and Identity

It is of utmost importance to view the key attributes of the Irish na-
tional identity in reflection with contemporary Irish national identity which
is a mosaic of traditional attributes of identity. Therefore, it is crucial to
understand coexistence between the past and the present and to perceive
contemporary Irish identity through the repertoire of those specific attrib-
utes.
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We view the Irish language as an important marker in the context of
Irish cultural identity. The Irish language nowadays performs more in a
symbolical than instrumental way. Although, official language policy is
focused on the Irish language revitalization, the fact is that viewing the
language as a symbol prevails among predominantly Anglophone inhabi-
tants.

Language can be perceived as a key aspect of cultural and national
identity. In the words of Schroder (1995), language creates fertile ground
for identification of the individual with the community. Identity expressed
through language can be manifested through the means of language com-
munication which anticipates social interaction, maintains interpersonal re-
lationships and creates the feeling of togetherness, solidarity and belong-
ing. In the words of Ripka (2000: 44), “national language plays invaluable
part in preservation and creation of national and cultural identity.”

Nowadays, the issue of language and identity is very topical. One of
the reasons may be the negative prognosis about the possible extinction of
the majority of world’s languages in the future: “It is estimated that until
2050 there will be approximately 1000 living languages in the world. More
than 80% of languages are threatened with extinction* (Satava 2013: 38).

In connection with the process of language death prevention we
should also be more aware of minority languages revitalization. Languages
are conceived as a part of spiritual cultural heritage of mankind which is
also perceived by BituSikova (2007) as a fundamental element supporting
and enriching cultural identity. In the similar way, the Irish language is
also viewed as one of the key aspects of cultural and national identity of
the Irish. It i1s a unique element which can be used very productively in the
future in the sphere of cultural tourism. There are many students nowadays
studying the Irish language and having very clear ambitions linked to their
future employability through the medium of the Irish language. This gives
any minority language a hope in better future and is a prerequisite to its
preservation. For many people it is a challenge to learn the Irish language
and to use it within the family. Therefore, enthusiasm and effort to protect
and use the language in daily life are needed in order to maintain the lan-
guage for future generations.
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Saving the Irish Language

The national renaissance of the Irish language in the Republic of Ire-
land has become of crucial importance for the national and cultural identifica-
tion of the Irish. The Irish language can be perceived as an important element
in terms of cultural identity enhancement. It means that the language is in-
tended to be transmitted to all parts of Ireland in order not to be confined only
to western coastal areas known as Gaeltachts (Schroder 1995).

In the Republic of Ireland there are many significant institutions and
organizations which play a pivotal role in Irish language revitalization and
normalization, just to mention some of them: Udards na Gaeltachta (Gael-
tacht Authority), Ealdin na Gaeltachta Teoranta, Conradh Gaelige (Con-
radh League), Gaillimh le Gaelige (Galway with Irish), National Univer-
sity of Ireland Galway (NUIG), Foras na Gaelige, National Irish Lan-
guage Theatre (An Taibhdhearc), etc. The mentioned institutions play a
pivotal role in making Irish people more aware about the significance of
the Irish language as an invaluable part of cultural identity and history of
the Irish nation. This is done through the medium of different activities
ranging from the Irish language courses, cultural events and festivals or-
ganization (Seachtain na Gaelige, Fleadh na Gaillimhe, sean-nos, etc.),
translation of international theatre plays into Irish and counselling services
offered to all firms and companies that wish to include Irish into their
agenda creating an added value to their business. In this way all the subjects
participate actively in promotion of the Irish language as a unique element,
part of national, European and world’s heritage in the context of distinctive
identity creation.

Furthermore, the media in minority language situation play another
important role in language maintenance. In the Republic of Ireland there is
TV channel called 7G4 and Raidio na Gaeltachta which try to make the
language more popular among the people. Their support is therefore cru-
cial in saving the language for future generations.

Conclusion
It is more than evident that the majority of languages will be threat-
ened, to a greater or lesser extent, by extinction in the period of several
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decades. Therefore, the success of revitalization efforts is directly depend-
ent on the particular position of the Irish in the value system of the given
community. Furthermore, the question of language selection is clearly mul-
tifactorial and it also depends on personal choice of an individual to use the
specific language. For the majority of inhabitants residing in Ireland, the
Irish language is important as a symbol, while for the minority of active
Irish language users, it represents an element important for identification
performing demonstrative and instrumental function. The usage of any mi-
nority, regional or lesser-used language is connected hugely with the mate-
rial benefits (in terms of utilitarian point of view) provided to individuals
on the basis of minority language acquisition.

The unambiguous relationship between the Irish language and eth-
nicity is not absolute in the case of the Irish. However, the Irish language
still fulfills the role of significant economic and cultural capital, which is
used by different organizations and institutions. Regarding the data ana-
lyzed, the language as a cultural construct generates the potential to create
new working places. However, in order to make this possible, real support
and implementation of all officially accepted provisions for the Irish lan-
guage revitalization are crucially needed.

In spite of the fact that total societal bilingualism is not achievable in
Irish society in the long-term horizon, exposing people to Irish and remind-
ing them of its importance within the education system as well as in the
form of extracurricular activities and development of new Gaeltacht areas
and the Irish language services, can create reasonable conditions for appre-
ciation of Irish culture and history. We have in mind distinctive culture and
history expressed through the medium of the Irish language, thus creating
the pillars for understanding the past and heading towards the future. That
is why the decision to use certain languages is of utmost importance for the
conditions of existence.

The Irish language is supported more than any other minority lan-
guage spoken in the Republic of Ireland. Despite this fact, the very exis-
tence of the Irish language speaking communities is still foggy. The case of
the Irish language is very peculiar as it is the autochthonous language in
the Republic of Ireland which was spoken widely until the second half of
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the 19" century by the majority of inhabitants. We hope that this data will
spark the interest in the issues such as linguistic ecology and preservation
of the huge linguistic heritage not only in European (e.g. Scottish Gaelic,
Manx, Welsh, Cornish, Breton, Saami, Basque, Catalan, Flemish lan-
guages, etc.) but also in worldwide context (e.g. Maori language in New
Zealand, Hawaiian language).

According to Satava (2013: 23) “those who describe the language
revitalization efforts as a mere waste of time for something that counts only
to a few thousands or hundreds people, they reduce the human existence to
only one aspect”. The given statement reflects really well the importance
and significance of any minority language in the context of cultural iden-
tity of the given community. All languages spoken in the world generate
immense national wealth and add value making the community distinctive
and peculiar. Thus, all languages are crucial and invaluable parts of cul-
tural and linguistic diversity, at the same time being the unique elements of
spiritual heritage of mankind.
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AnHa CjaaTHuHCKA

(Cnosaxus, bancka bvicmpuya)

COLMOKYNIbTYPHbBIE ACNEKTblI BO3POXAEHUA
UPJIAHACKOIO A3bIKA

B cratee mOpeAcTaBi€Hbl  COUMOKYJIBTYPHBIE  aCIEKThl  BO3POXKICHHS
UPJIAHJICKOTO sI3bIKAa. ABTOP aHAIM3UPYET MPUYUHBI, IO KOTOPHIM HEOOXOIUMO
COXPaHUTh UPIAHACKUM s13bIK. OOHOBJICHUE U aKTUBHOE MCIOJb30BAHUE SI3bIKA

CUHHUTAIOTCA KIHOYCBBIMHU 3JICMCHTAMM IJI1 CI'O COXPAaHCHUA.

Knrwoueesvie cnosa: upnanockuil A3vlK, 00H0GIEHUE A3bIKA, KYJIAbMypd, A3bIK,
UOeHmMuUYHOCms

HN.E. AbpamoBa

(Poccus, Ilempo3asoock)

B3AUMOJEMCTBUE AUCKYPCA U COLIUYMA:
COLUMODPOHETUYECKUM NOAXO[,

B craTtbhe uccienyercs, Kak NposBISETCS BAPUATUBHOCTD MPU BOCIPHUSITUN
HOCUTEJISIMA M HEHOCUTEIISIMU SI3bIKAa aKIEHTHOM peun. [laercs onmucanue
(OHETUYECKOTO HKCIIEPUMEHTA, BBISBUBIIETO PA3IUYMs B OICHKE aHTJIMMA-
CKUMH M PYCCKUMHU ayJUTOpaMH CTETICHU akieHTa OMiIMHrBOB. [lomydeH-
HbIE JIaHHBIE TPAKTYIOTCS C IPUMEHEHUEM COIMO(DOHETUYECKOro MOaX01a
K aHAJIM3y B3aUMOJICUCTBUS TUCKypCca U 0OIIECTRA.

Knwueenvie cnosa: coyuajlibHan nepuenyusi, cmepeomunasl, d)ouemuqe-
CKUU akuyenm, Hocumeiu A3blKa, oununzewl

COBpeMeHHBIe moaxoAbl K UCCIICAOBAHNIO AUCKYpCa BECbMa pa3H006-
PAa3HLL HpI/I HN3Yy4YCHHUHU OUCKYpCa C COHHOHHHFBHCTI/I‘ICCKOﬁ TOYKH 3PCHUA
KOMMYHHKaAKUA U €€ PE3YJIbTAaT OLICHUBAIOTCA B UX COOTHCCCHHOCTH C TOH
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