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INTRODUCTION

The book is designed to provide learners with a comprehensive un-
derstanding of the linguistic and cultural nuances found in the urban
landscapes of the United Kingdom and the United States.

The theoretical section of this resource delves into essential gram-
mar concepts that underpin effective communication. By exploring key
grammatical structures, students will gain the foundational knowledge
necessary for constructing coherent and articulate discourse.

In addition to the theoretical framework, this guide offers a diverse
array of exercises aimed at enhancing vocabulary, grammar, and overall
language proficiency. These activities are designed to engage learners in
practical applications of the concepts discussed, encouraging them to
think critically and creatively about language use in various contexts.

To maximize the benefits of this resource, we recommend the fol-
lowing strategies for working with the exercises:

1. Regular Practice: Consistent engagement with the exercises will re-
inforce learning and help solidify grammatical concepts and vocabulary.

2. Collaborative Learning: Whenever possible, work with peers to
discuss and complete exercises. This collaborative approach can enhance
understanding and provide different perspectives on language use.

3. Reflective Review: After completing each exercise, take time to re-
flect on your responses and the grammar rules applied. This reflective prac-
tice will deepen your comprehension and retention of the material.

4. Contextual Application: Try to apply what you learn in real-life
situations, whether through writing, speaking, or engaging in discussions
about the cities of the UK and the USA. This contextual application will
help bridge the gap between theory and practice.

We hope this guide serves as a valuable resource in your journey to
mastering the discursive practices of contemporary English communica-
tion, enriching your understanding of the vibrant cities that shape the

English-speaking world. Enjoy your learning experience!
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1. THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND

1.1. Geographical Position and Scenery of the UK

Pre-reading questions: Can you share what you have heard of the
British Isles location, borders and landscape? What is the difference be-
tween Great Britain, the United Kingdom and the British Isles? What
countries make up the UK? What is the name of the Sovereign State Cap-
ital? How many other capitals of the UK do you know? Have you ever
heard of other big cities of the UK? What waters wash the borders of the
UK? What rivers and lakes are there?

The United Kingdom, also known as the UK, consists of a group of
islands off the northwest coast of Europe. The British Isles consist of
more than 5,500 islands. The biggest island is Great Britain. There are
also the Shetland Islands, the Hebrides, the Orkney Islands, the Isle of
Man, Anglesey, Wight, etc.

Great Britain stretches for 1000 kilometres from the south to the
extreme north, and for 500 kilometres in the widest part. It is washed by
the Atlantic Ocean in the north-west, north and south-west, and
is separated from the European continent by the North Sea, the Straight
of Dover and the English Channel.

The country occupies the area of 242,500 square kilometres. The
territory of Great Britain is small, yet the country has a wide variety of
scenery. England, which is the richest, the most fertile and the most pop-
ulated part of the country, is a vast plain. It is separated from Scotland
by the Cheviot Hills running from east to west. In Northwest England
there are many picturesque lakes with green, wooded or grassy shores



and grey mountains all around. It is famous Lake District, the real tourist
attraction.

England, Wales and Scotland together are also known as Great Brit-
ain. Most of the northern and western part of the UK is covered in high
ground and mountain ridges separated by deep valleys. This terrain was
formed in the last ice age when thick glaciers covered it completely.

In the south part of England, the countryside is filled with hills.
North west England and the Scottish Highlands are home to dozens of
lakes known as Loch these remained in existence, when the ice age glac-
iers melted the locks tend to be long and narrow and some are very deep.

Wales and Scotland are mountainous areas. In Wales the mountains
are rocky and difficult to climb. The highest mountain is Snowdon. The
Highlands of Scotland are among the oldest mountains in the world. The
highest of them is Ben Nevis. By the way, Scotland is a land of famous
lakes. They are called «lochs» there. The beautiful Loch Lomond is the
largest one and Loch Ness attracts millions of tourists by its legendary
monster.

The rivers are not long in Britain. The largest of them are the Severn
(350 km), the Clyde and the Mersey. They flow into the Irish Sea. The
Thames (346 km), the Trent (274 km), the Ouse keep their way to the
North Sea. The Thames is the busiest and the most important river in
Great Britain. The capital of Great Britain, London, stands on the
Thames.

The climate of Great Britain is temperate and mild due to the influ-
ence of the warm waters of the Gulf-Stream. The summers are usually
cool and rainy. There is much rain and fog in autumn and in winter. Great
Britain is a damp country. The weather is very changeable and it is the
favourite topic of conversation in Britain [1].



Figure 1. The Map of the UK
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Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

Isles glaciers
island Snowdon
Europe Loch Lomond
Shetland Loch Ness
Hebrides the Severn
Orkney the Clyde
Anglesey the Mersey
Wight the Thames
the Straight of Dover the Trent

the Cheviot Hills the Ouse
mountain ridges the Gulf-Stream
terrain

Task 2. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

Y CeBepO-3aIafHoTo MOOEPEKbs —
MIPOCTHPATHCS HA ... —

OT I0Ta JI0 KpafHeTo ceBepa —
OMBIBAeTCS ATIAHTUYECKIM OKEAHOM —
OTJIEJICH OT —

3aHUMAET TEPPUTOPHIO B ... —

00JIbI1I0€ pa3HOOOpasue nen3axei -
IJI0IOPOAHBINA —

© oo N~ wNPRE

IIPOCTUPATBHCSA OT BOCTOKA A0 3arajna —
10. mOKpHIBATLCS BO3BBIMIEHHOCTSIMH U TOPHBIMU XpeOTaMH —

11. OBITH HATIOJTHEHHBIM —
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12. mpomomkath CyIecTBOBATh —
13. nereapHOE Yy JOBUIIE —

Task 3. Study the given text with the map of the UK (Figure 1.
The Map of the UK [2]). You can use an electronic version of the
map. Try to find all geographical locations mentioned in the text.
Can you answer all of the pre-reading questions now? Imagine you
live in London, where the nearest countries are according to the
map? What is there to the north or to the south of the UK? What is
the location of mountain ridges? Where do the biggest rivers flow?
What cities are located at the banks of the rivers?

Task 4. Scan the text below for a minute, write down 5 short
phrases which can be useful for further close to text retelling. Imag-
ine you need to dub a short video about Great Britain using your
notes and knowledge to make suitable content, you can record your-
self and listen to it with your group.

The United Kingdom is a wonderful land with diverse scenery. Ow-
ing to its geographical position, the country has everything from sandy
beaches on the southern coast to dramatic mountains in the North. The
United Kingdom is located off the northwestern coast of Europe between
the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea. It is separated from the continent
by the Strait of Dover and the English Channel, and from the Irish Re-
public by the Irish Sea and the St George’s Channel; on land the UK
borders on Ireland alone.

The capital and the largest city, London, is in the southeast, on the
River Thames, England’s longest river. Besides Great Britain, the big-
gest island, which is about 1,000 miles long from north to south, the
United Kingdom contains a number of small islands. These include the
Isle of Wight, which lies off England’s southern coast; Anglesey, off the
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northwestern coast of Wales; the Hebrides archipelago to the west of
Scotland, consisting of the Inner and the Outer Hebrides, and others [3].

Remember: in the north = Ha ceBepe
to the north (of) = x ceBepy (oT)
north of = x cesepy (o)

Task 5. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.

Y I0’KHOTO 1MOOepexbst AHTTIUU —

Ha FOT0-BOCTOKE —

reorpaduyeckoe MOJOXKEHHE Ha I0)KHOM M00epexbe —
IPAaHUYUTB C ... C CEBEPA Ha 10T —

K 3amany ot llotnanauu —

o 0k~ wbdE

y CeBepo-3amaHOro Mo0epexbs —
Task 6. Translate the following prepositional phrases.

pacronaraTbcsl Ha 3arajHoM I00epeKbe —
HaXOJUThCS Ha CEBEpe —

MEXy CKaJlaMH —

K ceBepy —

K IOTY OT OCTPOBa B ATIIAaHTUYECKOM OKEaHe —
C 3amajia Ha BOCTOK Y BOCTOYHOI'O MOOEPEXbs —

No ok owbdpE

Ha I0Te€ Ha I0ro-BOCTOKE,; BAOJIb FOpHOﬁ eI —
Task 7. Play a game.

Your teacher has been caught by you (the students) who ask her
questions to find out where she hid the treasures. However, the teacher
is uncooperative and refuses to give the information the students need.
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Using the map (Figure 2. The Treasure Map [4]), ask as many yes /
no questions as possible. Make use of prepositional phrases.

e.g.

1. Is the treasure / it on the Ironsand Islands or on the mainland?

2. Have you hidden the trunk / the treasure / it in the south of the
Great Plains?

Norih

erm § of
Scarsgrond

A .
A 2 A /;n/v—/?i?f'"'l o
» B Foas G
vwﬁ%.-"':
zm@ﬁl«;w TLIC
Great Pla"“f

on Ao
Figure 2. The Treasure Map

Task 8. Project work: The Geography of Russia.

a) Scan the previous texts about the British Isles to help you build
a speech on peculiarities of the geography of Russia.
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b) Mention the location and size of the country, the names of neigh-
boring countries, the landscape of Russia: waters, mountains, the most
populated parts, the names of the biggest cities; etc.

c) Use the vocabulary from the previous texts.

d) Check your spelling and pronunciation of geographical names,
mind the articles.

e) Provide images to support your speech.

Task 9. Go to p. 181 and learn more about the capital of Russia.

1.2. Why Do Brits Talk About the Weather So Much?

More than nine in ten Brits have talked about the weather in the
last six hours.

Pre-reading questions: Bearing in mind facts about geographical
position of the British Isles, guess what kind of weather the British expe-
rience during the seasons. How do you think locals react to cold or warm
days? Do they experience a lot of sun light? Do they even care for
weather? Have you ever heard how much the British are obsessed about
the weather?

But is this unusual — and if so, is it their culture or the climate that
makes them so obsessed?

Oscar Wilde said conversation about the weather was the last refuge
of the unimaginative, while Bill Bryson noted that its most striking char-
acteristic is that there isn’t much of it. The weather — and the British ob-
session with talking about it — has been puzzling outsiders for decades.

According to recent research, 94% of British respondents admit to
having conversed about the weather in the past six hours, while 38% say
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they have in the past 60 minutes. “This means at almost any moment in
this country, at least a third of the population is either talking about the
weather, has already done so or is about to do so,” says social anthropol-
ogist Kate Fox, who performed the studies in 2010 for an update of her
book Watching the English.

So why do the British do it? Is there something about the nation’s
weather that makes it worthy of discussion, or is it simply a cultural foi-
ble? And do any other nationalities share this peculiar conversational
trait [5]?

Task 1. Try to guess the answers to pre-reading questions. Find
some information about Oscar Wilde, Bill Bryson, Kate Fox. Why
do you think these names appear in the article on British culture and
weather? Have you heard these names before?

Task 2. Study and translate the following grammar patterns.

1. British respondents admit to having conversed about the weather
in the past six hours

Most, almost all, admit to having done whatever it is that a got them
here (from “The New Yorker”)

The statistic most gripping for Andy, who is now 13 and lives in
Manhattan, is that 80 percent of teenagers admit to having done some-
thing illegal (from The New York Times”)

2. .. a third of the population is either talking about the weather ...
or is about to do so

Note! the example above has two grammatical patterns: 1. ei-
ther...or; 2. 10 be about to do smth

15



a) We use either... or... to connect items which are the same gram-
matical type, e.g. words, phrases, clauses

e.g.: Either | drive to the airport or | get a taxi.

John’s wife Mary was either driving their children to school or do-
ing shopping, so she shouldn’t have been at home.

The opposite of either... or... is neither... nor.... We use it to make
negative statements connecting items:

e.g.: We got so wet. We had neither umbrellas nor raincoats with
us!

- | don’t like rainy weather.

- Neither do I!

Note! if you need to agree to a positive statement use So, am I; So
do I; etc.

e.g.. — | agree with his opinion

—Sodo |

b) We use to be about to do smth. when we are going to start doing
smth. very soon

e.g.: | was about to phone Joe at work when he walked into
the house.

Write two positive sentences and two negative sentences about
your likes and dislikes

e.g. | like enjoying rainy days at home with a book and a cup of tea.

and

I don’t like being indoors for too long

Listen to each other and support an opinion when you agree
e.g. Student A: - | like cats more than dogs.

StudentC, D, I: - So do I.
or
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Student B: - I don’t tolerate being ignored!
Student A, I, F: - Neither do I!

Continue reading:

I£’s well known that the weather in Britain is unpredictable, but
mostly rainy and wet... and it’s hard to say the time it starts or how long
it will last... and the amount and quality of it is also a riddle for every
British resident. The British are used fo it but those who 've just paid a
visit to the UK find this obsession about the weather weird...

Stormy Skies

Several features of Britain’s geography make the weather the way it
is: mild, changeable, and famously unpredictable.

Britain’s position at the edge of the Atlantic places it at the end of a
storm track — relatively narrow zones over oceans that storms travel
down, driven by the prevailing winds.

“These storms are feeding on the temperature difference from the
equator to the pole,” says Douglas Parker, joint Met Office professor of
meteorology at the University of Leeds.

As the warm and cold air fly towards and over each other, the earth’s
rotation creates cyclones — and the UK bears the tail end of them.

Then there is the Gulf Stream, which makes the British climate
milder than it should be, given its northern latitude, and the fact that the
UK is made up of islands, meaning there is a lot of moisture in the air.

“Water in the atmosphere makes the weather particularly unpre-
dictable,” Parker says.
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The variability means residents never know quite what to expect.
Snow in summer? T-shirts in winter? Recently, the hottest-ever Novem-
ber day was recorded in mid-Wales, with temperatures hitting a balmy
22.4C.

“It’s much more unpredictable than the climate of many coun-
tries,” says Trevor Harley, chair of cognitive psychology
at the University of Dundee,
runs a website devoted to the British weather.
“There’s always something happening —
and if there isn’t, there is the promise.”

It is these types of extremes that generate much of the debate on
online forums about the British weather (yes, they do exist!). The British
Weather Newsgroup, for example, has been running since the mid-1990s
and was started as a forum for enthusiasts to discuss scientific aspects of
the British weather.

Today, almost all aspects of the weather are up for debate, although
there are two major themes, says Harley. One is speculation about — and
a desire for — severe weather, such as a traditional white Christmas —
never mind the fact the UK has only experienced a widespread, Dicken-
sian-like Christmas snow four times in the past 51 years.

The other theme is nostalgia for the weather of the past, which Har-
ley notes is often at odds with the reality.

“In my memory, every summer’s day in the 60s was hot and sunny

with unbroken sunshine. In fact, this could only have been a few days in

a few months; summers in the 60s were unusually cool and unsettled,”
he says [5].
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Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

refuge latitude

foible moisture

trait variability
meteorology cyclone
rotation moisture
cyclone unimaginative

Task 2. Find in both parts of the article the English equivalents
of the following word combinations.

nocjeHee NPUOEKHIIE TEK, KTO JIMIIEH BOOOPasKEHHS —
c1abocTh, 000CHOBaHHASA KYJIBTYpOU CTPaHbI —
CTpaHHasi 0COOEHHOCTh BeICHUS Oecenpl —

JBIDKEHHE BETPOB —

BpaleHue 3eMim —

ceBepHast IIUPOTa —

TeMIepaTypa JOCTHraeT NpuATHbIX 22.4.C —
MIPOBOLIUPOBATH JKAPKHE CIIOPHI —

© 0NN E

HE COBNAJAThH C p€aJIbHOCTBIO —
Task 3. Study and translate the following grammar patterns.
a) ... storms travel down, driven by the prevailing winds.

He refused to take the money earned by his father.
Jenny keeps all the photos taken by her family members.
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b) They (weather forums) do exist!
Jack did buy the house when he was 17!
She does love gardening she has a green thumb!

Practice the pattern.
Think what you know about your group mates and begin sharing it
with each other:
e.g. Student A: - Liza does love reading English detectives.
Liza: - Yes, 1 do.\ No, I don’t. Misha did call me yesterday.
Misha: Yes, | did. Vera does know all grammar rules
.. etc.

Task 4. Project work: Cities and Universities.

a) Scan the text “Stormy Skies” to find the names of Universities
mentioned there.

b) Find the cities with the Universities on the map and tell the group
where each city is located.

c) Find other British Universities you know on the map and name
the cities and their location on the UK’s map.

d) Find some additional information about the location of these cit-
ies.

e.g. The University of Oxford is located in the city of Oxford. Oxford
is a historic county of Oxfordshire and situated between the upper River
Thames and the Cherwell. Oxfordshire is located almost within the
Thames basin. The river flows northeastward along the Oxford Clay
Vale, receiving the Rivers Windrush, Evenlode, and Cherwell from the
north.
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1.3. Coded Conversations

Pre-reading questions: Can you guess what the most common and
safest topic for a small talk in Britain is? Can we say that climate influ-
ences the culture? Do you know how to react when a British person men-
tions that the weather’s Wet or too sunny these days? Have you heard
there are rules the British follow when they exchange their ‘hello’?

Many of the day-to-day conversations British people initiate about
the weather, however, are more mundane. Comments like “cold, isn’t
it?” don’t even particularly demand a full response; a grunt of agreement
will suffice. It is, | dare say, the last hope to keep the peace among fel-
lows on the island full of different regions, dialects, religious, traditions.
All the rest topics including politics, migration policy and marital status
are far from safe there.

“Weather talk helps us overcome social inhibitions, ”
says Kate Fox.

Fox has eavesdropped on hundreds of such weather-related con-
versations as part of her research. She concludes that they’re less about
the weather and more akin to the kind of physical grooming that occurs
among our primate cousins.

“Weather talk is a kind of code that we have evolved to help us
overcome social inhibitions and actually talk to one another,”
says Fox.

In some situations, weather talk is an icebreaker. In others it’s used
to fill awkward silences, or divert the conversation away from uncom-
fortable topics. Often it’s an excuse for a good old grumble, which can
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be a bonding experience in itself, but we can also use weather speak to
gauge other people’s moods:
“Depending on their response to your weather greeting, you can
tell if someone is in the mood for a chat, or is feeling grumpy and nega-
tive,” says FOX.

But there are certain unwritten rules that the British follow when
conducting these weather-related conversations. Firstly, the topic will al-
most always be introduced as a form of question, even if only in the in-
tonation (e.g., “Raining again?”). Secondly, the person answering must
agree.

“Failing to agree is quite a serious breach of etiquette. Or at least
if you disagree, you have to express it in terms of a sort of personal foi-
ble,” says Fox.

If someone says: ‘Cold, isn’t it?’ and you say: ‘Well actually, no,’
the person would be a bit taken aback, and feel that that was a discourte-
ous thing to say [5].

Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

initiate awkward
mundane gauge
suffice etiquette
inhibitions foible
eavesdropped discourteous
akin

22



Task 2. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

. HAYaTh pa3roBOp —

. IOCTATOYHO JIUITh MPOOOPMOTATh B 3HAK COTJIACHS —
. OOIIECTBEHHBIC 3aMPETHI —

. COPOIWYH-TIPAMATHI —

1
2
3
4
5. TpepBaTh HENOBKYIO THIIUHY B Pa3roBope —
6. cMeHuTH TeMy Oecelbl —

7. ompaBaaHue 4eMy-Tuodo —

8. cmocob CruIoTUTh OeceryroImuX —

9. ompenenuTh HACTPOCHHE APYTOTO YEIOBEKA —
10. BecTu Gecenpl 0 moroje —

11. cepre3HOE HAPYIICHUE 3TUKETA —

12. OBITH CJeTKa OIIEIOMIIEHHBIM —

13. HeBEXIMBOE 3aMeYaHNE\BbICKA3bIBAHNAE —

Task 3. Translate the following sentences into English, using
vocabulary from the text.

1. Jlnsa Toro uToOBI Ball cOOECENHUK He Obll oulelomleH Ballei
0eCTaKTHOCTBIO, CTAPAUTECH He HAYUHAMb PA32080p C JINYHBIX TEM.

2. Maiikn nomsITaics CMEHUTh TEMY pa3roBopa, YTOOBI IPepBaTh
HEJIOBKYIO THIIHMHY 32 CTOJIOM.

3. E& neseorcnusoe evickazvieanue BBI3BAIO HEO0BObHOE OOPMO-
maHue Cpei y9aCTHUKOB KOH(epeHInH.

4. Bopuanue o nioxou noeode SBISETCS CTapbIM IPOBEPEHHBIM
CIOCO0OM HAIAOUMb C653b C IPYTUMHU JIIOABMHU.
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5. B Hamm mHM MHOTHE TEMBI #POBOYUPYIOM HCAPKUE CROPbL, TAXKE
€CJI 3TH TeMbl OOBEKTHBHO He UMEIOM HUYe20 00uje2o ¢ peairbHOCmbio
(ne ompaoscarom peanvrHocms).

1.4. Are They So Different?

Pre-reading questions: Can you think of the reasons why citizens of
the UK prefer to say ‘I'm from Cardiff’ or ‘I'm from Kent’ rather than
I’m Welsh’ or ‘I’m an Englishman’? What differ Wales, Scotland, Eng-
land and Northern Ireland from each other? Do people living in these
parts have their own capitals, anthems or symbols? What are they?

The title of the British National Anthem is “God Save the Queen”
(in fact the final words of the verse). In the reign of a king the word
“Queen” changes King. It has been accepted as the British national an-
them since 1745, adopted in early 1800s.

The national tree of the UK is an oak. The United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland has four historic parts: England with its cap-
ital in London, Scotland with its capital in Edinburgh, Wales with its
capital in Cardiff and Northern Ireland with its capital in Belfast.

England

The floral symbol of England is the RED ROSE. Earlier, it deco-
rated the arms of the House of Lancaster. The Lancastrians argued for
the throne of England with the Yorkists whose arms had a white rose.
The war for the throne between the Lancastrians and the Yorkists became
known in the history of the country as the War of the Red and White
Rose. It lasted 30 years (1455 — 1485).
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Scotland

The Scottish symbol is a wild plant, called the thistle. At one point,
the Scandinavians planned to attack a Scottish village. But since the
Scots knew they were coming, they started to prepare for war. Late at
night, the Scandinavians came in their bare feet so as to not awaken the
Scottish warriors in the village. But the thorns of the thistle hurt their
bare feet. Their howls of pain pierced the silence and the Scots awoke to
fight the enemy.

Wales

The Welsh symbol is a vegetable called the leek (or, on occasion,
the flower, the daffodil). The patron saint of Wales, David, ate only leeks
and bread. In memory of this Christian saint, the leek became the symbol
of Wales. Daffodils which burst into flames by the 1st of March celebrate
the revered Welsh saint.

Northern Ireland

The Irish symbol is another wild plant called the shamrock. This
plant helped St. Patrick explain to the people of his country what the
Holy Trinity is.

The historic colours of the parts are: England — WHITE, Scotland —
BLUE, Wales — RED, Northern Ireland — GREEN. Sport teams of the
nation wear these colors [6].

Task 1. For each question choose the right answer.

1. According to the passage, which country's national anthem re-
fers to the ""Queen"'?
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a England

b Scotland

c Wales

d The United Kingdom

2. What was the historic dispute between the Lancastrians and the

Yorkists known as?

a The War of the Red Rose

b The War of the White Rose

¢ The War of the Red and White Rose

d The War of the Thistle

3. Which part of the United Kingdom is associated with the sham-

rock as a national symbol?

a England

b Scotland

¢ Wales

d Northern Ireland

4. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a national symbol

of any part of the United Kingdom?

a The oak tree

b The daffodil

c The leek

d The maple leaf

5. Who used the shamrock to explain the concept of the Holy Trin-

ity to the people of their country?

a The Queen

b St. David

¢ The Scandinavians

d St. Patrick

6. What was the purpose of the Scandinavians’ nighttime attack

on the Scottish village?
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a To steal from the villagers

b To surprise the Scottish warriors

¢ To destroy the thistle plants

d To capture the village chief

7. Which part of the United Kingdom has a capital city named Ed-
inburgh?

a England

b Scotland

¢ Wales

d Northern Ireland

Task 2. Answer the questions:

1. What four historic parts does the United Kingdom of Great Brit-
ain and Northern Ireland consist of?
2. What are their capitals?
What is England’s floral symbol?
Why did the War of the Red and White Roses start?
What is the Scottish symbol?
How did this plant once save the country?
What is the floral symbol for Wales?
Why is the leek the Welsh floral symbol?
. Who is St. David?
10.When do the Welsh celebrate their patron saint day?
11.What is the Irish floral symbol?
12.Who is the Irish national saint?
13.How did St Patrick use the shamrock?
14.What are the historic colours of the parts of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland?
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1.5. London

Pre-reading questions: What facts about London do you remem-
ber? Can you tell where Kings and Queens have been crowned, married
and even buried? Where to go for a pre-show bite or drink in the city
centre? Who built the Tower of London? And, finally, do you know what
Big Ben really means?

“From 'Rule Britannia' to 'Cool Britannia',
... this city is forever turning over a new page”

London is situated in the South-East of England in the Thames Val-
ley. Home to over 8 million people, the capital of the UK has been an
important financial, educational and cultural center for hundreds of
years. Of the many gifts England has given to the world, none has been
greater than her language and literature. And if ever there's a city that
reads like an epic saga, it's London. The story of London began in the
Bronze Age, but it didn't really get going until the Romans withdrew in
the 5th century. Growing into one of the great medieval trading cities,
she truly came of age in the 11th century, when William the Conqueror
built the Tower of London, which was to become one of England's grim-
mest prisons.

London is very easy to navigate around, and is compact enough to
explore on foot. This world city is filled with iconic symbols, and one of
the most easily recognizable is Tower Bridge, an impressive reminder of
London's rapid expansion during the industrial revolution. Just upriver,
at the Houses of Parliament, Big Ben's reassuring chimes peal across the
city every hour, on the hour.

Buckingham Palace, perhaps the most famous palace in the world,
is the official residence of Queen Elizabeth. It's a popular London attrac-
tion, offering tours of staterooms and gardens. Nearby, Kensington Pal-
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ace is open to the public year-round. The palace and gardens will be re-
membered as the home of Princess Di and Prince Charles, and have re-
cently undergone a multimillion-pound refurbishment. Another legacy
of England's monarchy are the Royal Parks of London. They were once
reserved as private hunting grounds for the royal family, but nowadays
they're open for everyone to enjoy. There are eight Royal Parks, and
many of them are in central London, and close to royal palaces and other
historic monuments. Green Park and St. James's Park are right next to
Buckingham Palace, Admiralty Arch and The Mall. Hyde Park is per-
haps the most famous with its man-made lake, The Serpentine, and on
the other side, Kensington Gardens is a beautiful open expanse that
stretches east towards Kensington Palace.

The Albert Memorial is at the southern end of Kensington Gardens,
and the striking bronze statue looks towards the Royal Albert Hall just
across the road. The hall is yet another reminder of Queen Victoria's great
love for her hushand, Prince Albert.

Many of London's greatest stories have begun in her houses of wor-
ship, and none is so impressive and important as Westminster Abbey.
This is where kings and queens have been crowned, married and even
buried. London was rebuilt after The Great Fire in 1666, and St. Paul's
Cathedral is the most enduring monument to the city's transformation.
It's a great testament to British strength and resilience.

The West End in central London is a story in itself. Here the streets
are lined with ancient buildings, but the throngs of people are out to have
fun. By day, the charming boutiques and cafés hum with shoppers, and
by night the bars along Carnaby Street are packed with patrons enjoying
pre-show drinks. This is one of the largest theater districts in the world.
And at times it can feel like you're on a Monopoly board, with Coventry
Street, Trafalgar Square and Piccadilly Circus all close by. Moving away
from the historic center, London's trendy suburbs offer a different kind
of story. The Portobello Road Markets in Notting Hill attract thousands
of visitors, especially to the antiques markets that's held on Saturdays,
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while the edgier Camden Town features six popular markets that are
open every day of the week, and operate along her streets, the canal, and
in her historic stables. London is a city that honors not only her own
story, but also the story of humankind.

The British Museum is one of the finest in the world, and her treas-
ures cover thousands of years of history and number in the millions. The
museum is open every day, and best of all, it's free. From the ancient to
the modern, The London Eye offers a complete change of pace and per-
spective. The massive wheel is over 400 feet high, and takes 30 minutes
to complete one rotation. From here you can see the London of old, as
well as some of the city's newest additions, all in air-conditioned com-
fort. London will always be a city that looks towards the past and the
future in equal measure. From 'Rule Britannia' to 'Cool Britannia', the
fabric and the skyline of this city is forever turning over a new page.
Which is, after all, what every great story should do [7].

Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

Thames monarchy
valley royal
literature Admiralty Arch
withdraw (V1,V2,V3) antique
medieval honor
conqueror humankind
iconic treasure
symbol cover
parliament ancient
Buckingham Palace equal
refurbishment measure
legacy
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Task 2. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.
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10.
11.
12.
13.

(hmHAHCOBEII, 00pa30BaTEIBHBIN U KYIBTYPHBIA LIEHTP —
ropo/Ji, KOTOPBIH MOBECTBYET SMUYECKYIO Cary —
CPEIHEBEKOBBIN TOProOBBI rOPOA —

caMas MpadHasi TIOpbMa —

1o JIOHAOHY JIETKO NEPEIBUTaThCS —

JOCTAaTOYHO KOMIIaKTHBIN JJIA IPOT'YJIOK ITEIIKOM —

JIETKO y3HABa€MBbIW —

OBICTpOE YBEIHYCHHE Pa3MEPOB —

BIICUATIISIONICE HATOMUHAHUE —

WHAYCTpHUAIbHAS PEBOIOLMS —
yCIOKauBaroIue/yoeK Iatoie KypaHThl —
MONyJsipHasi AOCTONpUMeUYaTenbHOCTh JIoHI0HA —
npeajaraTb TYp-IPOTYJKH IO TOCYAApCTBEHHBIM MajlaTaM

n cajgam —

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.

OTKPBIT KPYTJIBI rojt —

CaMblil 1ONTOJIETHUA MOHYMEHT —

BEJIMKOE CBUETEIHCTBO CHIIBI U CTOWKOCTH OpUTAHIIEB —
HAa YJIMIIaX BECEJATCS TOJIIBI JTIOAeH —

ouapoBatelbHbIe OyTUKU U Kae TyIsIT OT moceTuTenen —
arepUTUB TIepe]] IPEICTABICHUEM —

YXO/s Jalblle OT IEHTpa —

MOJIHbIN JIOHIOHCKUM TTpUropoa —

OT JPEBHETO K COBPEMEHHOMY —

MI0JIHAsl CMEHA TEMIIA U BUOB —

B IIPOXJIaZITHOM KoMdopTe —

PaBHOIICHHO CMOTPETh B MPOILIOE U Oy Iymiee —
MTOCTOSTHHO TIEPEBOPAYNBAET HOBYIO CTPAHUILY —
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Task 3. Study and translate the following speech patterns.

a) London is very easy to navigate around, and is compact enough
to explore on foot

The task was challenging to perform, and was complicated to com-
prehend at first.

The book is interesting to read, and is engaging to analyze.

b) London is a story in itself.
The diet in itself will not get you well.
A peaceful talk in itself is a huge contribution to any relationships.

c¢) London is a city that honors not only her own history, but also the
story of humankind.

I was not only charmed by the lady’s beauty, but also fascinated by
her speech.

He takes care not only for his elderly mother, but also for his
younger sister.

Make up your own examples with each speech pattern.

Task 4. Translate the following sentences into English, using vo-
cabulary from the text.

1. KaproB yHHMBEpCHUTET, TakKe€ M3BECTHBIN Kak lIpaxckuii yHU-
BEPCHTET, SABJISICS 8AXHCHLIM 00PA308AMENbHBIM, KYIbMYPHbIM U PUHAH-
COBBbIM YEHMPOM CPeOHeseK060ti EBPOIIbL, 3TO MECTO CTaJI0 UCTOYHUKOM
PEJIMTHO3HOMN PEBOJIOLINH.

2. Cuna u cmouxocmy HAIero PYKOBOIUTENS BCEJSUIM YBEPEH-
HOCTD B yCII€X€ HAIIETO MPEINPHUITHS.
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3. B nentpe MOCKBBI MHOXECTBO OYMUKOG U PECOPAHO8, KONO-
pbie 2yoam om noxynamereil.

4. V3yyeHne WCTOPUM TO3BOJISIET HE TOJBKO YMumb MPOILIOE
CBOHWX TPEJIKOB, HO TIOMOTACT PAGHOYEHHO CMOMPEmb KAK 6 NPOULLoe,
mak u 8 6yoyuyee.

5. Hecmortps Ha To, uro Camapa bwicmpo paszpacmaemcs, no 20-
POOy J1e2Ko nepemeujamspcsi, 3 UCTOPUYCCKHUN IICHTP TOpoAa 00Cma-
MOYHO KOMINAKMHBLIL OJI51 NPO2YTIOK NEUKOM.

6. Kak npaBuito, Kaxaas CTOJUIA B MEPE MOXET pACCKA3amb dNu-
yecKylo cazy 1eJjoro Hapo/a.

7. Koraa s myTemecTByO M0 TOpoJam, st BCET/1a CTaparoch 3ariis-
HYTh B AHMUKBAPHble MATA3UHUUKHU B IOUCKAX OPEGHUX COKPOBULY.

8. bubnmoTexu XpaHAT 8exo6oe Hacledue YeTOBEYECKON MBICIH,
KOTOpOEe HEBO3MOXHO u3Mepums MaTepuaibHbIMu Onaramu (Use pas-
sive).

9. B my3ee coOpaHbl 3K3eMIUISIPBI, SIBISIONINCCS GNEUamIsiiouum
HANOMUHAHUeM O CKOPOCMU UHOYCMPUATbHOU Peonoyuu He TOIBKO
CTpaHbl, HO U BCETO MHpa.

10. IIpoosuzascy danvuie om yenmpa TOPOJA, BBl OIUYTUTE CMEHY
memMna u 8U008 — om OPesHe20 K COBPEMEHHOMY .

Task 5. Give full answers to the following questions. The an-
swers will help you to make the summary of the text.

Where is London situated? What has Britain given to the world?
When did the story of London begin?

Who built the Tower of London?

When and what the Tower of London was built for?

What iconic symbols of London can you name?

What is the official residence of Kings and Queens of the UK?

S e o
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7. What are the names of famous London parks? Where are most
of them situated?

8. Where was the legal place for Royal hunting in London? What
is there now?

9.

What are the other landmarks of London? (Buildings, cathe-

drals, monuments, etc.)

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

What is Westminster Abbey?

What happened in London in 16667

What does Saint Paul’s Cathedral represent?

What is West End of London famous for?

What do people do in Carnaby street?

What are other most recognizable streets of London?
What do London suburbs offer for those who like shopping?
What kind of museums of London do you know?
What kind of exhibitions do they have?

What is London Eye?

Why is London one the greatest cities of the world?

Task 6. Imagine that you are a London guide, summarize what
you have learnt from the text and tell your partner what attractions
can be explored in the city.

Task 7. Project Work: Names and Marks in history.
Find out information on the given historical names or events.

Boadicea Christopher Wren
William the Congueror The Great Fire of London
Elizabeth | Queen Victoria, Prince Albert
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1.6. Edinburgh

Pre-reading questions: Can you tell what Scotland has given to the
UK? What can people of Scotland be proud of? What kind of spirit do
the Scots have? Why is it so?

“Edinburgh shows us that all parts of the human experience
the sciences and the arts, the past and the present,
the sacred and the light-hearted all have equal value”

There are cities that are more than just bricks and mortar, cities built
on ideals, cities shaped by a belief that the human experience can be
greater tomorrow than it is today. Edinburgh, is one of those places.
Graced with over four and a half thousand heritage-listed buildings, the
Scottish capital is one of the world’s most beautiful cities. Edinburgh’s
Old Town, with its Royal Mile, is filled with the ghosts of medieval mer-
chants, body snatchers, and poets. While its Georgian-styled New Town,
still shines with the glories of the Scottish Enlightenment.

Edinburgh is studded with lofty crags and spectacular gardens, and
throughout the year, hosts parties and festivals like no other. To see Ed-
inburgh in all her glory, walk, ride, or even climb to Arthur’s Seat. Some
historians believe this peak was the site of King Arthur’s legendary castle
Camelot, which is hardly surprising, as Edinburgh has been at the clash-
ing crossroads of history for millennia. Nearby, on another volcanic crag,
rise the battlements of Edinburgh Castle, the very symbol of Scotland
itself. Over the last eleven centuries, this castle has been laid siege to 26
times as opposing clans, kings and countries battled with broadsword and
cannon. But still it stands, a testimony to the indomitable spirit of the
Scots.

Edinburgh has a special place in the hearts of today’s monarchy.
The last of a long line of royal yachts, Her Majesty’s Yacht Britannia
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sailed over one million miles before she was decommissioned in 1997.
Today she is permanently moored at Ocean Terminal, a symbol the
Royal Family’s affection for Scotland and the people of Edinburgh. Ed-
inburgh has been the jewel in the crown of chieftains and royals for cen-
turies, but it’s also a place where old-world chivalry continues today.
Beneath the crown spire of St Giles’ Cathedral, is Thistle Chapel, which
honors the 16 living Knights and Ladies of Scotland’s oldest order, as
well as those who came before. It’s not just the brave and chivalrous who
are celebrated in Edinburgh, this is a city that has given the world some
of its best-loved writers and stories. In Princes Street Gardens, rises the
world’s largest monument to a writer, dedicated to Sir Walter Scott, who
penned epics such as lvanhoe and Rob Roy.

Nearby, at the Writers Museum, learn more about Scott, and two
more of Scotland’s most cherished literary adventurers, Robert Burns
and Robert Louis Stevenson. Edinburgh continues to cast her spell over
contemporary writers too. JK Rowling wrote the first two of her Harry
Potter series in cozy Old Town nooks, such as the Elephant House Café.
But history and literature aside, perhaps the greatest gifts that Edinburgh
has given humankind is in the field of knowledge, which once earned the
city the title, The Athens of the North. For over four centuries, the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh has given us intellectual giants such as Charles Dar-
win, David Hume and Alexander Bell. Explore centuries of innovation
at the Scottish Museum, or head to South Queens ferry to see the Forth
Bridge, an engineering marvel when it opened in 1890, and one which
still takes the breath away today.

Knowledge and beauty go hand in hand at the Royal Botanic Gar-
dens too. Established in 1670, this is one of the world’s oldest and most
important centers of botanical science, yet it’s a place which invites even
the most hurried heart to slow down and swoon. Beauty is honored at
every turn in Edinburgh, whether it be the elegant interiors of the Geor-
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gian House, ...the priceless treasures within the Scottish National Gal-
lery, ...or the simple flower boxes which adorn the city’s pubs. Edin-
burgh is a city that has given the world countless gifts, but perhaps her
greatest is this: she shows us that all parts of the human experience the
sciences and the arts, the past and the present, the sacred and the light-
hearted all have equal value. And that when brought together, these
things can create a beauty, a state of mind, a city, like no other [7].

Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

Edinburgh Majesty
medieval yacht
merchants affection
snatchers chieftain
Georgian-styled royal
Enlightenment chivalry
spectacular honor
throughout contemporary
siege treasure
broadsword knight
cannon

Task 2. Give the Russian equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

bricks and mortar —

a testimony of the indomitable spirit of the Scots —

to be graced with —

the jewel in the crown of chieftains and royals for centuries —
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a hurried heart —

to slow down and swoon —

to be studded with smth —

the clashing crossroads of history —

. to be decommissioned —

10. simple flower boxes adorn the city’s pubs —
11. countless gifts —

12. to be brought together —
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Task 3. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

oopmiATECS B BEpy —

3aBTPALLHUIN YEJIOBEYECKUN OTIBIT IPEBOCXOAUT BUEPAILIHUN —
31aHMA BOLIEAIINE B CIIUCOK HacIEeIuUs —

CHSITB CJIABOW IIOTIAHCKOTO MPOCBEIIECHUS —

OBITH XO3WHOM TIPa3JIHUKOB U ecTUBAECH —

BYJIKAHMYECKas CKaja —

Ha MPOTSLKEHUH MOCIECAHUX OMHHAIIATH BEKOB —
MOABEPraThCs 0caae OKoyo 26 pa3 —
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XKEMUy’KHHA Ha KOPOHE —

[N
o

. OBITH MOCBSILIEHHBIM KOMY-JIH0O —

=
[E=Y

. HanOoJlee MOYUTAEMBIN —

=
N

. OKOJIAOBBIBATb COBPCMCHHBIX MHcaTelIe —

[EY
w

. Obostee 4 BEKOB —

H
I

. HHTCJUICKTYAJIbHBIC TUT'aHThI —

=
(62]

. 3aXBaTbIBATh AyX —

=
»

. 3HaHHUE U KpacoTa UOYT pyKa 00 pyKy —

=
~

. KpacoTa YTUTCA Ha KaXX/I0M ITOBOPOTE —

[EY
[00]

. OJICTAaHTHBIC UHTCPLEPHI —
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Task 4. Study the following speech patterns.

a) Edinburgh is studded with lofty crags and spectacular gardens,
and throughout the year, hosts parties and festivals like no other.

And that when brought together, these things can create a beauty, a
state of mind, a city like no other.

Dr. Huston can perform a heart operation like no other.

b) But still it stands, a testimony to the indomitable spirit of the
Scots.

St. Paul’s Cathedral has been rebuilt many times during the history,
but still it exists as a symbol of the British culture.

Even though Susan tries to avoid troubles, but still she has a lot to
deal with.

c) Whether it is the elegant interiors of the Georgian House, or the
simple flower boxes which adorn the city’s pubs.

Decide whether you’re going or staying.

Whether you like the idea or not, I’'m going ahead with it.

d) But history and literature aside, perhaps the greatest gifts that
Edinburgh has given to the humankind is in the field of knowledge.

In all seriousness now - joking aside - | do think there's a problem
here that we've got to get sorted.

I hardly watch any television, aside from news and current affairs.

Task 5. Translate the following sentences into English, using
vocabulary from the text.

1. OHa npoxwuBaina B HeOOJIBIIOM 3aTrOPOIHOM JIOME, YKPAULEHHOM
NPOCMbIMU KOP3UHAMU C Y6emamu U KITyMOaMH.
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2. Becuucnennoe mmodxcecmseo 0apoe aHTUYHON KYJIBTYPBI TIPH-
Haanexkar HammwonamsHOMYy Apxeonormdeckomy Myseto ['penmm B
Adunax. K rmaBHbIM orcemuysicunam My3es OTHOCSIT HAXOIKU U3 HEOJIH-
THYECKuX mocenennii deccanuu u Ipyrux peruoHOB — COCYHBI, CTaTy-
9TKH, YKpalIeHUs,, HHCTPYMEHTHI U OPY>KHE, BHITIOJHEHHBIC U3 TJIUHEI,
KaMHSI 1 KOCTH.

3. B Mupe cymecTByeT MHOKECTBO MECT, TAE Kpacoma nouuma-
emcs 8 Kaxicoom y2o0/ike, TAKAE MECTA BBIHYKAAIOT 3AMe0IUMbCA U 3a-
Mepemb 0adice CamblX MOPONIUBLIX U CYEeMIUBLIX U3 HAC.

4. VIHOCTpaHHBIX TOCTEH 6cmpeuanu 6 31e2aHmHbIX UHMEPbepax
20CY0apcmeeHHbIX naaam, 31€Ch XK€ MIPOBOIMIIN IPa3qHOBAHUS U coOpa-
HUSI TOCYJApCTBEHHOTO 3HAYCHHS.

5. Benukuii HoBropoa BekaMu Haxoouics Ha nepekpecmie mopeo-
6bIX nymeil u ucmopuieckux coovimuii. Ha Teppuropun ropoga Haxo-
IUTCSL OecuucieHHoe KOMUYeCmB0 COOPYICEHUN, 80UEOUUX 68 CHUCOK
HAYUOHAILHO20 HACAEOUsL.

6. Ha npomsocenuu 6ocomu gexos dbudbnmoreka Oxcdopaa XpaHUT
pabOTBI UHMeNIeKMYANbHbIX 2UeanmO8 APEBHOCTH U COBPEMEHHOCTH,
YbH TPYIBI MO CEH JCHb 3aX8ambiéaiom 0yxX YUEHBIX TYMaHUTAPHBIX U
€CTECTBEHHO-HAYYHBIX HANPABJICHUI.

7. CpenneBekoBas KpacoTa DnuHOypra udem pyka o0 pyKy ¢ BEKO-
BbIMU 3HAaHWSMH, HAKOIUICHHBIMH B €r0 JpPEBHEWIIIEM YHUBEPCHUTETE.
Ota atMocdepa 0ko1008bi8aem co8pemeHHbIX nucamenell, CO3IAI0MINX
CBOU TPYIBI B VIOMHBIX KOQEUHAX 20p00a.

8. Cam no cebe, Mara3uH U3 Kupnuueu u yemeHma MOXKET OKa-
3aThCsl HEYCIICIIHBIM, Hpagumcsa mebe uiu Hem, HO OHJIAWH Mara3uHbI
CJIOBHO 0K0/1008a7u TIOKyTIaTeJed ObICTPOTOM M JIETKOCTHIO OCYIIECTB-

JICHUS ITOKYIIOK.
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Task 6. Answer the questions:

1.

Have you heard what ideals such cities as Edinburgh are

built on?

2.

How many heritage-listed buildings is Edinburgh graced with?

Can you list them?

3.

What place is filled with ghosts of medieval merchants, body

snatchers and writers?

4,
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Where can you feel the shining of the Scottish Enlightenment?
What entertainments does Edinburgh host?

Where can you take a picturesque view over the city?

What is the Arthur’s Seat famous for?

Where’s King Arthur’s legendary castle Camelot?

. What Castle is the symbol of Scotland itself?

10. How many times has the castle been laid siege?

11. What does the castle represent?

12. How many miles did Her Majesty’s Yacht Britannia sailed?
Where is it now? What does She represent now?

13. Where can a visitor find Thistle Chapel? What does it honor?

14. What writers have been given to the world by Scotland?

15. Where can a visitor to Edinburgh learn more of Scotland’s most
cherished literary adventures?

16. What are cozy Old Town nooks? What are they best for?

17. What’s Elephant House Café¢ famous for?

18. Why did Edinburg earn the title “The Athens of the North”?

19. Where can one explore centuries of innovations?

20. What does the speaker name an engineering marvel? When was
it opened?

21. Where is one of the world’s oldest and most important centers
of botanical science?
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Task 7. Imagine that you work as a guide in Edinburgh, sum-
marize what you have learnt from the text and stroll with a group
around the city to explore it even better.

Task 8. Project Work: Names and Marks in history.
Find out information on given historical names or events.

Hadrian's Wall Sir Walter Scott David Hume
King Arthur Robert Burns Alexander Bell
Mary Stuart Robert Louis Stevenson JK Rowling
James VI Charles Darwin

1.7. Cardiff

Pre-reading questions: What do you know about Wales and the
Welsh or, should we say, Cymric? Have you ever seen road signs written
in Welsh? Can you guess why the English find it rather difficult to travel
around Wales? What connections do the Celts have with the Welsh?

“You'll be treated to sweeping vistas of the lush
Welsh countryside”

Cardiff’s Centenary Walk offers a delightful way to dive into the
city's captivating history and vibrant culture. This leisurely stroll intro-
duces you to some of Cardiff's most iconic spots, letting you truly absorb
its charm on foot.

Start your journey at the awe-inspiring Cardiff Castle, where centu-
ries of captivating history come to life amidst impressive architecture.
The nearby National Museum Cardiff beckons with its mesmerizing
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treasures, and don't miss catching a show at the renowned Wales Millen-
nium Centre.

As you continue along the Centenary Walk, be enchanted by the
fairytale-like Castell Coch, nestled amidst picturesque surroundings.
And for some visual delights, check out the Bute Park Sculpture Trail.
Plus, a visit to Cardiff Market means diving into the heart of the local
culture.

Get ready to travel back in time as you step through the grand gates
of Cardiff Castle. This place is 00zing with a history that spans over 2000
years! Its majestic facilities, such as the 11th-century Norman Keep and
lavish 19th-century staterooms, offer a glimpse into the lives of lords
who once ruled Glamorgan county. And guess what? There are even
underground tunnels to uncover, shrouded in mystery! Nestled within
lush parklands, this iconic landmark holds a significant place in
Wales’s historical narrative. From its strategic importance during World
War 1l to hosting the Euro 2016 celebrations, the castle has witnessed
pivotal moments in history. As you stroll through the imposing
walls, each stone whispers a different story, making it an exciting expe-
rience for history enthusiasts and casual visitors alike.

Mermaid Quay is an alluring waterfront retail and leisure district
that will enchant you with its stunning views and lively atmosphere.

The district's cosmopolitan blend is a magnet for both locals seeking
a trendy place to unwind and visitors in search of dynamic cultural expe-
riences amidst their shopping spree. Additionally, don't miss the chance
to take in astonishing views of Cardiff Bay while strolling along
the Woodland Play Trail or exploring the invigorating Sculpture Trail
adorned with outdoor sculptures.

Delve into Cardiff's rich cultural heritage at the St Fagans National
Museum of History. Located in the village of St Fagans, this open-
air museum allows you to experience centuries of Welsh life and histor-
ical architecture. Wander through meticulously preserved buildings,
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brimming with engaging artifacts, creating an interactive experience that
history buffs will adore.

Known to many simply as "St Fagans"”, this place isn't just about
history; it's a feast for the eyes too. The surrounding landscapes are noth-
ing short of picturesque, adding to the allure of this educational destina-
tion. Located in the heart of Cardiff's bustling city center, Cardiff Mar-
ket is a historic Victorian structure that promises a lively shopping expe-
rience for visitors like you. Dating back to the 1700s, this Grade 11 listed
building will envelop you in the city's rich cultural heritage. Its bustling
aisles are home to independent shops, quirky cafes, and even the world's
oldest record shop (Spillers Records).

From fresh local produce to unique crafts and clothing, the market
offers diverse shopping options for every taste. But it's not just about
shopping — Cardiff Market also boasts an energetic atmosphere where
you can soak up the local vibes and indulge in delicious cuisine.

Castell Coch is an entrancing castle sitting high above a charming
village near Cardiff. It's seriously a jaw-dropper! The Marquess of Bute
had it built in the 19th century, and the architect, William Burges, totally
outdid himself with the Gothic Revival style.

Imagine walking through those grand halls, surrounded by history
that goes way back, like over 2,000 years! The Normans originally built
it to keep Cardiff safe, and now it's a top-notch tourist attraction. Inside,
you'll find lavish decorations, striking stained glass windows, and rooms
dripping with elegance and charm. You'll feel like royalty yourself! And
the cherry on top? The views from up there are just unreal! You'll be
treated to sweeping vistas of the lush Welsh countryside [7].

Task 1. Divide the text among group members. For each part of
the text find visuals to support the information (e.g. photos of
sights\people\places\etc.) and find at least two more facts about the
places and history of the city for each part of the text. Present your
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part of the text with visuals and additional facts as if you’re walking
around the city with your group.

Task 2. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

awe-inspiring stunning
mesmerizing astonishing
enchant invigorating
enchanted meticulously
oozing engaging
lush buffs

pivotal bustling
allure aisles
alluring quirky

Task 3. Give the Russian equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

vibrant culture —

absorb the city charm on foot —
fairytale-like Castell —

to dive into the heart of the local culture —
majestic facilities —

lavish 19th-century staterooms —
Wales’s historical narrative —

pivotal moments in history —

. history enthusiasts and casual visitors —
10. a district's cosmopolitan blend —

11. shopping spree —
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12. meticulously preserved building —

13. the allure of this educational destination —
14. soak up the local vibes —

15. a jaw-dropper —

16. a top-notch tourist attraction —

17. stained glass windows —

Task 4. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

YBJIEKATEIbHASI UCTOPUS ropojia —
HETOPOTLTUBASI TPOTYIIKA —
HCTOPUS COYUTCS OTOBCIOIY —
oxBaTbiBaeT cBhimre 2000 et —
B3MJISIHYTh Ha HU3Hb JOPJIOB —
OKYTaHHBIA TaHHOU —
IMOBOPOTHBIC MOMEHTBI HCTOPHH —

MOJHOE MECTO Il OTAbIXa —
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YKpAaLICHHBIH CKYJIBIITYPaMU CO CTOPOHBI YJIHIIbI —
10. npa3gHUK A 1723 —

11. pazHooOpa3ue BO3MOKHBIX TOKYIIOK —

12. HacnaanuThCs BKYCHOM KyXHEH —

13. u3ny4aTe 37€raHTHOCTH U OYapOBaHUE —

14. BumieHka Ha TOpTE —

15. mo0oBaThCS MOTPSCAOIIMMHU CEIbCKUMU BUIAMH —

Task 5. Verbs and prepositions. Phrasal verbs. Study the prep-
ositions which follow each verb. Find the sentences in the text with
them, read the sentences out loud and translate them into Russian,
give 3 forms for each verb:
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to dive into to delve into

to beckon with to brim with

to continue along to soak up

to check out to outdo oneself with
to step through to go back

to stroll through to drip with

to take in to be treated to

Task 6. Divide the verb phrases among the group members and
make up a story. The first student begins with the names and a set-
ting of the story, don’t forget to use a verb phrase in your part of the
story, try to say less than four sentences.

Task 7. Translate the following sentences into English, using vo-
cabulary from the text.

1. Ilepen nrOOBIM IyTEHMIECTBHEM HEOOXOAMMO Y6eoumsCs, 4TO
B3sUI ¢ c000# yI00HYI0 00YBb JUIsi KOM(POPTHOTO neuteco co3epyanus
04apo8amenbHOl Kpacomul He3HAKOMO20 20pOJd.

2. 51 6pooun O y3KUM TOPOJICKAM YJIOYKaM B IIOUCKAX MOOHO20 Me-
cmeuKd, KOTOPOE UBIYUAN0 Obl 91e2AHMHOCMb U 0YAPOBbIBALO CBOUMH
MHTEPhEpPaMH, a TAK)Ke YIAUBIIAIO OBl U3bICKAHHOU U 8KYCHOU €00l.

3. Hoepysucey B atMochepy MECTHBIX 3aMKOB U KPEIMOCTEH, U ThI
HANUMAeWbCs MECIMHbLIM OYXOM W CMOdCellb 8327AHYMb Ha TO, KAK
JACUNU TOPOBL U KpecmbsHe B THX KPasiX B CPEJHHE BEKa.

4. Pasnoobpasue npeonodceHHbIX moeapos 6 Camom KOCMONOIUN-
HOM patioHe 20po0d IPUBIIEKAET HA WONNUHS HE TOJBKO MECTHBIX )KHTeE-
Jiei, HO 1 MHOTHX ITOCETUTENEH U3 3a pyoexa.

5. Ucropus KyibTypbl KEJIBTCKMX HapOJIOB, IIPOKUBABIIHMX HA TEpP-
putopun bputanuu, oxeameieaem 6onee 2000 nem, OTTOTOCKH JpEeBHEN
SNOXH MYamenbHo oxpansomcs BaamuiickuM HapoioM | TIO Ceid JIeHb.
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6. Yanbc — HACTOSAIIAS GULULECHKA HA Mopme IJIs Jrodumeneti ucmo-
puu, KOTOPBIE CTPEMSITCS YCIIBIILATE UCMOpUYEcKoe NOBECMBOBAHUE 20-
p0o0a 0 KU3HU KEIIbTOB U YBUICTh MECMA PEUauux coobimutl 6 uCmo-
puu STOTO HApoaa M €ro IIOTOMKOB CBOMIMH TJIa3aMH.

Task 8. Answer the questions:

1. What are some iconic spots in Cardiff that you can explore on the
Centenary Walk?

2. How does Cardiff Castle showcase centuries of history and im-
pressive architecture?

3. What historical significance does Cardiff Castle hold during
World War Il and Euro 2016 celebrations?

4. What attractions can visitors enjoy at Mermaid Quay?

5. What unique experience does St Fagans National Museum of His-
tory offer to visitors?

6. What makes Cardiff Market a historic Victorian structure worth
visiting?

7. What architectural style is Castell Coch built-in, and who was the
architect behind it?

1.8. Belfast
Pre-reading questions: Which historic ship is Belfast famous for its
connection to? What do you already know about the story of this ship? If
you could visit either an ancient castle, a Victorian prison, or a floating

museum, which would you choose and why?

Have you ever wondered what it's like to walk in the footsteps of
giants, explore the birthplace of the Titanic, and immerse yourself in the

48



rhythm of vibrant street art? Here are the best things to do in Belfast,
Northern Ireland.

Number 13:

Start your Belfast adventure at Belfast Castle, a historic landmark
perched 400 ft (121 m) above sea level in Cave Hill Country Park. This
captivating site will immerse you in the rich heritage of Northern Ireland
while offering breathtaking vistas of Belfast.

Built in the 1860s, it not only boasts a fascinating history but also
serves as a sought-after venue for weddings and conferences, adding to
its allure. But the castle is just the beginning.

Take the time to wander through the expansive estate surrounding
it, where you'll stumble upon ancient archaeological sites and discover a
thrilling playground nestled among picturesque walking trails.

Number 12:

Learn about Belfast's rich maritime history at Titanic Belfast. This
world-class attraction stands on the very grounds where the legendary
Titanic was built, making it a significant part of the city's heritage. No
need to worry about being bored here — Titanic Belfast offers nine inter-
active galleries that will ignite your imagination.

Dive deep into the Titanic's story, from its conception and construc-
tion to its ill-fated voyage. There is more to enjoy here! This museum
also surrounds you with a waterfront atmosphere and brings the ship-
building era to life through dynamic exhibits and historical artifacts.

Take a guided tour for an enlightening experience and gain insights
into the tragic sinking of this iconic ocean liner.

Number 11:

Prepare to be enchanted by the SS Nomadic, also known as Titanic's
little sister. This historic ship, built in 1911 at Belfast's renowned Har-
land and Wolff Shipyard, invites you to go on a maritime adventure un-
like any other.
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Stepping aboard the SS Nomadic, you'll be immersed in a bygone
era of luxurious travel and intriguing stories. As you explore its decks,
you'll gain insights into over 100 years of social history, discovering the
grandeur that once filled its cabins and lounges.

This living relic showcases the excellent craftsmanship of local
shipbuilders and preserves the grandeur of the legendary White Star
Line. Also, knowing that SS Nomadic was once used in ferrying passen-
gers to the ill-fated Titanic, will add an extra layer of significance to your
visit.

Number 10:

Crumlin Road Gaol holds a special allure for history enthusiasts and
curious visitors. Dating back to 1845, this magnificent structure, de-
signed by Sir Charles Lanyon, stands as the sole surviving Victorian
prison in Northern Ireland.

Step inside this Grade A-listed building, which played a pivotal role
during The Troubles in the country. As you traverse its corridors, you'll
come face-to-face with the ghosts of famous inmates and soak in the rich
historical significance that permeates every nook and cranny.

You will also be engrossed by its enthralling past through guided
tours, which have earned this attraction numerous accolades. Brace your-
self for gripping tales of daring escapes, dramatic executions, exporta-
tions, and even the impact of World War 11 bombings.

Number 9:

Have a memorable adventure at Cave Hill Country Park, a true ha-
ven of natural beauty that will leave you awestruck. You will find this
place attractive whether you're seeking thrilling outdoor activities,
peaceful moments in nature, or a delightful day out with loved ones.

Take in the astonishing panoramic views of Belfast City and its en-
vironment, which make this park a beloved spot in the region. As you
venture through the park, you will love its diverse landscapes, from
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charming hiking trails that take you through striking natural surroundings
to ancient archaeological sites waiting to be explored.

While you're there, take a moment to learn about the park’s alluring
history, dating back to ancient times, and feel a deep connection to the
land.

Number 8:

To enhance your Belfast exploration, make sure to swing by St.
George's Market. It's not your average market—it's a vibrant hub of ac-
tivity that'll tickle your senses and leave you with a smile.

With over 200 stalls to explore, you'll find everything from fresh
produce to quirky crafts and antiques. Picture yourself stepping into the
market and being greeted by a lively atmosphere, filled with enticing
aromas and irresistible sights.

As you wander around, you'll be treated to the sweet sounds of live
music that add an extra dash of excitement to your visit. Take a breather
and treat yourself to delicious snacks and a hot cuppa while you peruse
the wide variety of offerings.

Number 7:

Looking for a more thrilling adventure? Look no further than the
Belfast Black Cab Tour! This activity comes highly recommended for a
reason. It's not just a tour; it's a journey that immerses you in the rich
culture and historical significance of the city. As you hop in one of the
iconic black cabs, get ready to be captivated by the stories and insights
shared along the way.

Your knowledgeable guide will take you to various murals, includ-
ing the famous ones on Shankill Road, unveiling the political history that
shaped Belfast. But the highlight of the tour is the Peace Wall. Here, you
can leave your mark by signing your name, symbolizing peace and unity.

Number 6:

You've got to check out St Anne's Cathedral! It's a true masterpiece,
showcasing a harmonious blend of architectural styles like classical and
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Gothic. This beautiful cathedral is steeped in history and has become one
of the main religious monuments in the city. Wander through its charm-
ing cobbled streets and absorb the tranquil atmosphere. Inside, you'll be
awestruck by the beautiful craftsmanship and intricate details.

Also, take a moment to appreciate the skill and dedication that went
into creating this magnificent structure. To make the most of your visit,
plan your trip during the time when St. Anne's Cathedral hosts its regular
music concerts and choral performances.

Number 5:

Welcome to Belfast City Hall! This magnificent structure, built
back in 1906 when Belfast became a city, is a true testament to the history
and culture of this vibrant city. As you approach the building, you'll be
greeted by its greatness, surrounded by beautiful green spaces that invite
you to relax and take in the atmosphere.

Once inside, you will discover a treasure trove of exhibitions that
delve into Belfast's interesting past. You will love to learn about the sto-
ries and artifacts that showcase the city's rich heritage. Don't forget to
admire the spectacular architecture as you wander through the halls.

Number 4:

Ensure to check out HMS Caroline, an incredible decommissioned
C-Class light cruiser from the Royal Navy. What's cool is that the ship
adds another layer to Belfast's maritime heritage. They've done an amaz-
ing job restoring it and turning it into a floating museum. Seriously, step-
ping aboard feels like stepping back in time to World War I. Once you
step aboard, you will have the chance to explore various historic spaces
that are sure to captivate your imagination.

From the Captain's Cabin to the Royal Marines Mess and Seamen's
Wash, you will get a glimpse into the daily lives of the sailors who served
on this attractive vessel. Additionally, take a moment to appreciate
the exceptional engineering found in the engine rooms. It's truly awe-
inspiring!
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Number 3:

The Ulster Folk Museum & Transport Museums offer a unique way
to explore the vibrant heritage of Northern Ireland.

At the Ulster Folk Museum, you will have a glimpse of what the
19th century looked like as you wander through meticulously recon-
structed villages, schools, and houses. Don't miss the chance to experi-
ence a working farm and witness the daily activities of that time.

On the other hand, the Ulster Transport Museum takes you on a
journey through the evolution of transportation. Gaze at vintage cars,
trams, and locomotives that once ruled the roads and railways of Ulster.
Discover the technological advancements that shaped the way the resi-
dents now travel and connect with the world.

Number 2:

If you're looking for a serene getaway, head to Divis and the Black
Mountain. These majestic peaks are like a breath away
from the city's chaos, treating you to views of Belfast's
skyline.

Whether you're or an adventure enthusiast, these
mountains will have you no time. Take along

the Black Mountain or Divis Mountain walk, and get ready to
by the mesmerizing scenery that unfolds before your
eyes. Keep your for fascinating wildlife sightings too.
The mix of lush grasslands and heathland bogs only adds to the nat-
ural beauty of this place, making it an worth exploring.
Number 1:
Located just Belfast, a day trip to the Gobbins
Cliff Walk is a highly recommended.
This revived dramatic cliff walk in East County Antrim offers
excitement as you explore nature's and
thrills. Carved into the rock on the eastern side of Island-
magee Peninsula, this unique experience allows you to take in Northern
Ireland's landscape.
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It offers an exciting day trip for everyone, regardless of their hik-

ing . Enjoy the beauty of the cliffs, feel of
the ocean on your face, and be by playful seagulls along the
way [7].

Task 1. Fill in the gaps in passages above with the given words:

Number 2: eyes peeled; a leisurely stroll; of fresh air; idyllic sanc-
tuary; jaw-dropping; a nature lover; hooked in; be spellbound.

Number 1: entertained; gripping beauty; preferences; impressive
coastal; 40 minutes from; pulse-pounding; the refreshing mist; towering.

Task 2. Match the headlines with the passages in the text

a) Divis and the Black Mountain
b) Belfast City Hall

c) Gobbins Cliff Walk Day Trip
d) SS Nomadic

e) Titanic Belfast

f) HMS Caroline

g) Ulster Folk & Transport Museums
h) Crumlin Road Gaol

i) St Anne’s Cathedral

j) Belfast Castle

k) St. George's Market

I) Belfast Black Cab Tour

m) Cave Hill Country Park

Task 3. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.
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perched accolades

archaeological enticing
ignite mural
intriguing unveiling
grandeur cobbled
traverse tranquil
enthralling choral

Task 4. Match the phrases from the text (1-10) with their defi-
nitions (A-J).

1. a sought-after venue A. A place filled with rich histor-
2. to stumble upon ical significance.
3. a bygone era B. A successful but risky act of
4. permeates every nook and breaking free.
cranny C. A popular location for events.
5. a vibrant hub of activity D. A well-preserved object from
6. steeped in history the past.
7. a harmonious blend E. A time period that has passed.
8. enticing aromas F. A pleasant mix of different ele-
9. a daring escape ments.
10. a living relic G. To find something unexpect-
edly.
H. Delicious smells that attract
attention.

I. Spreads completely through a
space.

J. A lively center with lots hap-
pening.
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Task 5. Give the Russian equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

a sought-after venue —
to stumble upon —
to be enchanted —
a maritime adventure —
a bygone era —
a living relic showcase —
a special allure —
to permeate every nook and cranny —
to be engrossed by —
a daring escape —
. a dramatic execution —
an exportation —
an astonishing panoramic view —
to swing by —
. avibrant hub of activity —
a quirky craft —
enticing aromas —
an extra dash of —
to hop in —
showcasing a harmonious blend —
. to be steeped in history —

© oo NGO~ wWNPRE

I N Y o o L S S T
PO oo No Ok wDdDPEO

Task 6. Translate the following sentences into English, using
vocabulary from the text.

1. 3amok Bendacra — nonyasprnoe mecmo 11 IpoBeAeHUs cBajicO
Onaronaps NOTPSICAIOIINM BUJAM U UCHIOPUYECKOMY OYAPOBAHUIO.
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2. I'ynsas o mapky KeiB-Xuii, Mbl HamkHyaucs Ha IPEeBHEE apXeo-
JIOTHYECKOE MECTO, CIPSTAHHOE CPEAM Pa3BajIHH.

3.IToceturenu vacto ouaposanst Kpacoroir SS Nomadic, maneHs-
Koi cecTpsl "Turanuka".

4. Turanuk bendact mpennaraer rocTsiM MOpcKoe npukioyeHue,
MEPEeHOCs UX B 30JI0TOH BEK KopabiecTpoeHus!.

5. Dkckypeus no TioppMe Kpamiun-Poyn — clioBHO morpykeHue
B YuleOutyio 9n0xy BUKTOPUAHCKOTO MIPABOCYANS M HaKa3aHUH.

6. Onbcrepckuii My3ei HAPOIAHOTO OBITa — JHCUBAS 8LICHIABKA pe-
nuxeutl xu3an CesepHoit Mpnananu XIX Beka.

7. Bendacrckue Mypainsl 00JIaIaI0T 0COO0U NPUMACAMETLHOCHIBIO
IUI TYPUCTOB, MHTEPECYIOIINXCS MOIUTUIECKOH UCTOPHUEH.

8. Apomar cBexero xiieda HanoaHuL Kaxcowlii y2oiox pbiHka Cs-
toro ['eoprusi.

9. M1 6bi1u no2riOUeHb! paccKa3aMy TUOA O Jep3Kux nobe2ax w3
TIopbMbl Kpamnun-Poya.

10. C BepuuHbl KelB-Xuin OTKPBIBACTCS HOMPACAIOWUL NAHO-
PamHblll 6U0 HA BECh TOPO/I.

Task 7. Answer the questions:

1. What are three major attractions mentioned in the text that are
related to Belfast’s maritime history?

2. Why is Belfast Castle a popular destination for tourists?

3. What can visitors expect to see and do at Cave Hill Country Park?

4. How many interactive galleries does Titanic Belfast have, and
what do they focus on?

5. Why is the SS Nomadic called "Titanic’s little sister"?

6. What makes the SS Nomadic an important part of Belfast’s
history?
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7. Why is Crumlin Road Gaol significant in Northern Ireland’s his-
tory?

8. What kinds of stories can visitors hear during a guided tour of
Crumlin Road Gaol?

9. What is special about the Belfast Black Cab Tour, and what fa-
mous landmark does it include?

10. What types of products can visitors find at St. George’s Market?

11. How does St. Anne’s Cathedral combine different architectural
styles?

12. What events can tourists enjoy at St. Anne’s Cathedral?

13. When was Belfast City Hall built, and why is it historically im-
portant?

14. What can visitors explore inside HMS Caroline, and why is it
considered a floating museum?

15. How do the Ulster Folk Museum and the Transport Museum
differ in what they showcase?

Task 8. Work in pairs. Student A is a tourist visiting Belfast;
Student B is a local guide. Using the text, the guide must:

- recommend two attractions;

- use at least five phrases from the vocabulary list in the conversa-
tion;

- explain why the tourist should visit these places.

1.9. Birmingham

Pre-reading questions: Do you know that residents of Birmingham
have a special nickname for the city? Can you guess it? When and how
did the story of the city begin? Have you ever heard that the settings of
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the Middle-Earth in the novel “Lord of the Rings” were inspired by a
real place?

“And the crossroads, as every traveler knows,
is the most exciting place to be”

Beneath an ever-evolving skyline is a city where history, craft and
innovation flow through graceful streets and canals. Birmingham truly is
one of Britain’s great surprises. Birmingham, or Brum as the locals call
it, sits in the U.K.’s West Midlands, halfway between London and Liv-
erpool.

Most cities are the product of bricks and mortar, but Birmingham is
built on innovation and imagination. Birmingham is a place of constant
renewal, yet the city’s people remain ever-proud of their regal history
and industrial heritage. Delve into Birmingham’s past at the age-old
stronghold of kings and conquerors, Warwick Castle. The story-soaked
walls of this medieval fortress date back over 1000 years and have wit-
nessed Birmingham’s steady growth into the powerhouse it is today.

The city itself began in the 12th century as a small market village at
the crossroads of Britain’s early trading routes. Merchants and craftsmen
brought wealth and knowhow to Birmingham, earning it the title, “The
City of a Thousand Trades.” During the industrial revolution, over 170
miles of transport canals were built, that’s more canals than Venice. Wa-
ter became the lifeblood of a city which would soon boom into the U.K.’s
second largest metropolis.

At Thinktank Birmingham Science Museum, get close to the cogs,
pistons and pulleys that powered Birmingham during the industrial rev-
olution, then catch a glimpse into the city’s newest technological fron-
tiers. Change has been a constant in Birmingham’s history. Rising from
that first muddy crossroads market, is the Bullring, one of the city’s many
futuristic retail and restaurant utopias. While Birmingham has redefined
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modern shopping, the city remains the proud custodian of traditional
hand-crafted riches too.

Wander along canals and parks to the Jewellery Quarter, a thriving
urban village which sits at the edge of the city. Goldsmiths began smelt-
ing, soldering and selling their wares here in the mid-16th century, fusing
the craft into Birmingham’s DNA forever. At the Museum of the Jewel-
lery Quarter, learn about the riches that Birmingham has brought to the
world and witness traditional techniques in perfectly preserved work-
shops.

After a few pints in the Jewellery Quarter’s swanky bars and mi-
crobreweries, head to Digbeth, the city’s bohemian heart and soul. Savor
the funky flavors at the Digbeth Dining Club, where artisans simmer, fry
and sauté a smorgasbord of innovative goodness. Follow aromas of co-
riander and cardamom to the Balti Triangle, where innovative Pakistani
chefs helped make Birmingham one of the UK’s most popular curry
hotspots. Birmingham is also the birthplace of one of the world’s most
beloved confectionary brands. Cadbury World can be found four miles
outside of the city, where the pioneering Cadbury Brothers created their
worker village of Bournville and large chocolate factory in 1870s.

A banquet of a different kind awaits at the Birmingham Museum
and Art Gallery which exhibits creative treasures from across the ages.
One of Birmingham’s greatest masterpieces is rendered in brick. Aston
Hall was commissioned in the early 17th century by Sir Thomas Holte.
Once the high sheriff of Warwickshire, Holte believed that he needed the
grandest residence money could buy to show off his power and wealth.
Today the structure is a heritage listed reminder of the Birmingham’s
history of architectural innovation. A few centuries later, Winterbourne
House and Garden was built for John and Margaret Nettlefold. This re-
stored estate is now one of the UK’s finest examples of an Edwardian
arts and crafts villa.
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The tradition of architectural innovation continues into the present
at the magnificent Library of Birmingham, the perfect place to ignite
your imagination. Once your literary passions have been fired up, take
the drive to Sarehole Mill, the birthplace of one of the world’s greatest
stories. J.R.R. Tolkien spent his childhood around this mill, which in-
spired his fictional realm of Middle Earth, the setting of The Lord of the
Rings and other novels.

Whether it’s sustenance for the soul, fuel for the mind, or food for
the body, Birmingham is sure to satisfy every appetite. From high-end
shopping to hand-crafted riches... from the red bricks of history to the
gleaming shapes of tomorrow, Birmingham sits forever at the crossroads
of a proud past and a future of endless possibilities. And crossroads, as
every traveler knows, are the most exciting places to be [7].

Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

Birmingham microbrewery
Brum swanky
beneath bohemian
evolve artisan
metropolis sauté
Thinktank smorgasbord
frontiers Pakistani
futuristic confectionary
retail banquet
utopias to exhibit
custodian pioneering
thriving banquet

pint
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Task 2. Give the Russian equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1) to delve into —

2) stronghold of kings and conquerors —

3) to flow through graceful streets and canals —
4) the product of bricks and motor —

5) to be built on innovation and imagination —
6) to bring wealth and knowhow to —

7) water is the lifeblood of a city —

8) to boom into smth bigger —

9) to catch a glimpse —

10) muddy crossroads market —

11) aswanky bar —

12) to simmer, fry and sauté-

13) asmorgasbord of innovative goodness —

Task 3. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1) MecTo NOCTOSIHHBIX OOHOBICHUI —

2) IPOMBIIUICHHOE HACIIEHE —

3) mpomnMTaHHbIe HCTOPHSIMH CTEHBI CPEHEBEKOBBIX KPEMoCcTel —
4) majeHbKasi TOProBasi IepeBHS —

5) B3MJISIHYTh HA HOBBIC TEXHOJIOTHYECKHE TPAHUITBI —

6) Ha mepeKpecTKe TOProBbIX MAPIIPYTOB —

7) mpOTyIMBaThCS BIOJIb KAaHAJIOB M ITAPKOB —

8) ropablii XpaHUTENb TPAAUIMOHHBIX OOTaTCTB PYYHOTO MacTep-

CTBaA —
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9) pacmonararthcsi Ha Kpar ropoja —

10) wnaBcerna BHenpuTh MactepcTBo B JIHK Bupmunrema —

11) crnemoBath 3a apOMaToOM KOpHAHIpa M KapAaMoHa —

12) momynspHOE MECTO JUIs JII0OUTENeH Kappu —

13) neMOHCTPHUPOBaTh TBOPUECKUE COKPOBHUIA C MHOTOBEKOBOI
HACTOpUEH —

YIIOBIETBOPATH JIFOOOH armeTuT —

14) ceepkaroiee odepTaHue Oyaymero —

Task 4. Translate the following sentences into English, using
vocabulary from the text.

1. Korna-to manenvkas mopzoeas oepegyuwika paspociacs 6 OrpoM-
HBIH DKOHOMHYECKUI LIEHTP LEJOH CTpaHbl, & MOXKET OBbITh, U BCETO
MUpa.

2. CunTaercs, 9To J1r00asi CTOIMLA B MUPE — MECMO HOCNOSHHbIX
u3MeHeHuti, OAHAKO OYEHb BAXXHO COXPAHATb COKPOSUWYA NPOULTLIX
8EKO08.

3. BitoOieHHBIC MAPOYKU HPO2YAUBAIOMCS 8000b KAHAN08 U Nap-
K06, yIM4YHbIE Kade IOJIHBl MOCETUTENIIMHU, MPHUBJICUYCHHBIMU apOMa-
Mamu KOpuanopa u KapoamoHa, B My3esiX cOOpaHbl IeAEeBPbl MUPOBOM
KYJIBTYPBI, U JaKE€ CIMEHbl JHCUbIX 30AHUL XPAHAM 6 cebe UCMOopUio.
OTOT TOPOJ MOKET YAOBJIETBOPUTH AIMETHUT JIFOOOTO HCKYIIEHHOTO.

4. B pectopanax Hamero orens Bac oxxugaroT 3aBTpaky 1 00ezpl B
dhopmate weedckozo cmoia.

Task 5. Read and give a brief translation on the given text. Prac-
tice reading the text. Be careful with pronunciation and intonation.

In the heart of the bustling city everyone knows that there once was
a stronghold of kings and conquerors. This place, with its rich history,
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offers more than just stories of ancient battles. As you begin to delve into
its past, you see how the city was truly built on innovation and imagina-
tion of locals.

Canals that flow through graceful streets demonstrate the city's
unique beauty. Water is the lifeblood of the city, and here, it not only
sustains life but also inspires possibilities. Over the years, these waters
have helped the city boom into something bigger, offering new opportu-
nities for commerce and culture. Old and once muddy crossroads mar-
kets, now stand transformed, buzzing with energy and vibrancy.

At every corner, there's the mesmerizing scent of dishes that sim-
mer, fry, and sauté, while creating a smorgasbord of innovative goodness
that attracts food lovers. Residents and visitors alike catch a glimpse of
the city's dynamic character as they explore its many offerings. Local
entrepreneurs have turned old warehouses, the product of bricks and
mortar, into thriving hubs of activity. These places bring wealth
and knowhow to the community, pushing the limits of creativity and
business.

After a long day, visitors can unwind at a swanky bar, sipping on
cocktails that reflect the city's modern flair. Here, every structure tells a
story, every meal sparks a memory, and every street corner offers a new
adventure, ready for anyone willing to explore.

Task 6. Outline the structure of the text in exercise 5 and pre-
pare its plan; follow the main ideas of your plan and give a close-to-
text retelling.

Task 7. Answer the questions:

1. How do locals call Birmingham?
2. Where does Brum sit?
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3. What’s the best place in Birmingham to delve into past age-old
stronghold of kings and conquerors? Explain why this place is the
best for it.

4. When and how did the city begin itself?

5. How does Brum earn the title “The City of a thousand trades™?

6. Why is Brum compared to Venice?

7. What is a think-tank? Who would be interested in a think-tank
and why?

8. What’s the Jewellery Quarter? When was the start of this village?

9. Where can a person, who loves jewelry, observe the riches and
the workshops?

10. What is bohemian heart and soul of Brum? Why is it called so?

11. Is there a place in Birmingham one can try Pakistani food?

12. What place would you recommend a sweet tooth to visit?

13. Where can a history lover feed his hunger in Brum? What about
a book lover? Where can he follow the first literature steps of young JRR
Tolkien?

14. Why is the name “Holte” so famous in Brum? Who are John and
Margaret Nettlefold?

15. Why do you think Birmingham is one of Britain’s great
surprises?

16. How do you understand the following: “Birmingham sits forever
at the crossroads of a proud past and a future of endless possibilities”?

1.10. Manchester

Pre-reading questions: What is the Industrial Revolution marked
by? What features should a city have if it has always been amid new
inventions and scientific discoveries? What kind of people would be at-
tracted by the city?
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“What Manchester thinks today the world thinks tomorrow”

In the 1800’s Manchester England was the epicenter of the Indus-
trial Revolution. Manchester’s story is often shrouded in the smog and
soot of Charles Dickens’ novels, but this is a city with a glorious past,
and perhaps, an even a greater future. It’s been said, “What Manchester
thinks today, the world thinks tomorrow.” Manchester is a city of firsts.
This is the world’s first truly modern city, the place where mankind first
split the atom, the birthplace of the first modern computer.

Manchester’s story began here, in Castle field, where the many
chapters of the city’s story merge into one. Explore the remains of the
Roman fort, built to guard an ancient river crossing. Wander the banks
of Bridgewater canal, whose completion in 1761 is regarded as the be-
ginning of the Industrial Revolution. Admire the warehouses and mills
which once numbered in the thousands and generated incredible wealth
for the city.

While in the background, is Beetham Tower, the symbol of a city
once again on the rise. As the city’s fortunes swelled in the 19" century,
so too did its civic pride. Manchester’s elite saw their city as the new
Venice, and commissioned grand buildings and monuments, taking ar-
chitectural inspiration from across the ages. Manchester’s crowning
glory is its Town Hall, built to rival the great buildings of London. Ad-
mire the incredible Victorian Gothic exterior, lavish staterooms, and mu-
rals which celebrate the city’s history. This is a building that proclaimed,
“this is Manchester, and we’ve arrived!” For two centuries, Manchester’s
merchants went on a spending spree, scouring the world in search of cul-
tural treasures to fill their stately homes. Many of these treasures now
reside in the city’s museums and galleries.

At the Manchester Art Gallery, explore the works of the Pre-Raph-
aelites Britain’s first radical art movement and more contemporary works
which continue to challenge. At the Manchester Museum, step into a
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Gothic Revival time-capsule housing millions of items, from a T-Rex
skeleton called Stan, to one of the UK’s most important Egyptology col-
lections. This city enjoys a proud philanthropic tradition. Perhaps the
city’s greatest was Enriqueta Rylands, whose gift to the city was the John
Rylands Library. Dedicated to Manchester’s largest textile magnate, in
the ten years it took to create this neo-gothic masterpiece, the widow ac-
quired 40 000 books and oversaw every last detail a labor of love for her
late husband, and the people of Manchester. Manchester has long under-
stood the power of knowledge. In 1653 the Chetham Library became the
country’s first free public library and has been open to all ever since. Let
your fingertips wander the Tudor era shelves, then step into the room
where Friedrich Engels and Karl Marx began to write the Communist
Manifesto, a work inspired by the crushing conditions the city’s workers
once endured. Revolution and reform run deep in Manchester’s waters.
Housed in a restored Edwardian pump house is The People’s History
Museum, which celebrates those who challenged Britain’s rigid political
and class systems. Stand before the simple desk where Thomas Paine
penned The Rights of Man, a book that helped ignite the revolutionary
fires in America and France. At the world’s oldest surviving railway sta-
tion, you’ll find The Museum of Science and Industry. In the museum’s
Power Hall, feel the heat and steam that powered the shaftsand wheels
which once made Manchester the Empire’s engine room. From textile
looms to locally produced aircraft and motor vehicles, this museum is a
both fascinating journey through the city’s glory days, and a peek into
the future. The Imperial War Museum North is designed to resemble the
shards of a world shattered by conflict. Manchester knows well the hor-
rors of war. During the Manchester Blitz, thousands of German bombs
rained down upon the city. In typical Mancunian fashion, this museum
strips away the pomp and glory of war and reminds us instead, of its
human cost. After the 1950s, Manchester’s fortunes went into a serious
decline and the city was all but written off as a post-industrial basket-
case. But in recent decades, the city began to awaken once more, largely
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thanks to its youthful creativity. A succession of bands like Joy Division,
the Smiths, The Stone Roses and Oasis shook up the foundations of pop-
ular music and put Manchester back on the map.

Explore the city’s incredible musical heritage in areas like the
Northern Quarter, and pick up some rare vinyl along the way. Then head
to “The Village” around Canal Street which perfectly encapsulates the
Mancunian ideals of tolerance, self-expression and good times. But if
there’s one source of pride that truly unites this city, it’s its two football
clubs, Manchester City and Manchester United. In 1968, Manchester
United, became the first English club to become European Champions.
Today, the club enjoys a global fan base in the millions. Learn more at
the National Football Museum in the city center, or better still, time your
visit for a match at Old Trafford, Manchester’s “Theatre of Dreams”
since 1910. Manchester may no longer be England’s industrial power-
house, but it’s a city that’s never stopped dreaming. Right across the city,
daring new projects, innovations and ideas continue to capture the
world’s attention. In this city of firsts, the only question is, what will
Manchester do next [7]?

Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

mankind reside
guard Raphaelites
wander skeleton
completion Egyptology
warehouse ignite

elite succession
lavish vinyl

gothic bomb
proclaim Manchester
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Task 2. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1) pacmenurs aToM —

2) CO31aTh HEBEPOATHOC 0oraTcTBO ropoaa —

3) ycmex ropojia HauaJ I MPUYMHOKAThCs B 19 Beke —

4) obIiecTBeHHAS TOPIOCTH —

5) apXUTEeKTypHOE BIOXHOBEHHE BCEX BEKOB —

6) COpeBHOBATHCS C BEIUKOJICITHBIMU 3aHUAMH JIOHTO0HA —

7) mpodechBaTh MUP B MMOUCKAX COKPOBHII KYJIBTYPhI —

8) ere OoJIbIIIE COBPEMEHHBIX paboT —

9) mpomomKaTh OPOCAThH BBI3OB —

10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)
19)
20)
21)
22)

ropaas (pUIaHTPOITUYECKas TPAIUIUS —
paboTa, BIOXHOBJIEHHAS YeM-TO\KEM-TO —
TUTAYEBHOE MOJIOKECHUE TOPOACKHX pabounXx —
pazxxedyb PeBOIOIUOHHBIC BOCCTAHUS —
yBJIEKATEIbHOE MYTEIICCTBUE CKBO3b MPOCIIABICHHBIC THU —
3arJisIHYTh B Oyyiiee —

OCKOJIKH Pa30UTOr0 KOH(PIUKTOM MHpa —
rOpoJ HaYax npoOyKAaThCS —
M300PETATEILHOCTh MOJIOIEXKHU —

BEpPHYTh Ha KapTy MUpa —

MY3bIKQIBHOE HACTIeIUe —

CMeJTbIe, HOBBIC ITPOCKTHI, HHHOBAIIUU U UJICH —

noxXuuaTb BHUMaHHUE MUpa —

Task 3. Give the Russian equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.
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1) to be shrouded in the smog —

2) to merge into —

3) to be regarded —

4) the building proclaimed “this is Manchester and we’ve arrived”
5) a spending spree —

6) stately homes —

7) first radical art movement —

8) A Gothic Revival time-capsule —

9) to house millions of items —

10) rigid political and class systems —

11) textile looms —

12) motor vehicles —

13) reign down upon the city —

14) Mancunian fashion —

15) to strip away the pomp and glory of war —

16) to be written off —

17) to shake up —

18) to encapsulate the Mancunian ideals of tolerance —

Task 4. Can you tell what sentences are True and False?

a. Manchester was the birthplace of the first modern computer.

b. The John Rylands Library was built in honor of Manchester's
first mayor.

c. The People's History Museum is located in a former railway
station.

d. Manchester's Town Hall was designed to be more impressive
than London's buildings.

e. The Manchester Museum houses a significant collection of
Egyptology artifacts.
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f. Manchester United was the first English club to win the Euro-
pean Championship.
g. The text suggests that Manchester's future is uncertain and bleak.

Task 5. Act out the given dialogue with your partner:

Dan: Hey, Sarah, have you been to the Manchester Art Gallery? |
heard they have some amazing works from the Pre-Raphaelites.

Sarah: Yeah, I have. It's an interesting place. You should also check
out the Manchester Museum while you're there. They have a T-Rex skel-
eton named Stan and a huge collection of Egyptian artifacts.

D: Wow, that sounds cool. | didn't know Manchester had such di-
Verse museums.

S: That's not all. Did you know Enriqueta Rylands gifted the city
with the John Rylands Library? She was really dedicated to her husband
and the people of Manchester when she created it.

D: That's incredible. What about the Chetham Library? That sounds
like a pretty important part of Manchester's history too.

S: Definitely. It was actually the country's first free public library.
And in The People's History Museum, you can see where Friedrich En-
gels and Karl Marx wrote their Communist Manifesto after seeing how
poorly workers were treated in Manchester.

D: That's definitely a side of history people don't often talk about.
I'd love to visit these places next time I'm in Manchester. Speaking of
history, do you know which museum has the power hall and showcases
Manchester's industrial past?

S: Oh yeah, that would be the Museum of Science and Industry. It's
really fascinating to see how much this city has changed over the years.

D: It's amazing how much impact war has on shaping a city too.
Have you been to the Imperial War Museum North?
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S: Yes, it's designed to look like the shards of a shattered world. But
instead of glorifying war, it focuses on the human cost of conflict.

D: That's powerful. It's good that Manchester didn't let itself stay
down though. The music scene here is iconic thanks to bands like Joy
Division, the Smiths and Oasis.

S: Absolutely. It goes to show that even in tough times, creativity
can bring a city back to life.

Task 6. Answer the questions on the text Manchester:

1. Why is Manchester the city of great interest? How do you under-
stand the saying: “What Manchester thinks today the world thinks tomor-
row”? Support your opinion.

2. Where did Manchester story begin? What did Romans build
there? What is regarded as the beginning of the Industrial Revolution?

3. Describe the Beetham Tower in your own words. What does it
look like?

4. What is Town Hall? What kind of buildings are there?

5. Count all museums and galleries which are mentioned. How
many of them are there? Can you make a list of them and tell the group
what kinds of treasures each of them keeps?

6. What is music for Manchester citizens?

7. What does football mean for the city? Tell about the main
football clubs of the city. Where should a football lover go first in Man-
chester?

8. Why do they say that Manchester never stops dreaming?

9. What fascinated you the most about Manchester? Tell the group
about the places to visit in the city. What kind of atmosphere does the
city keep? What are your impressions about it?
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Task 7. Project Work: The City of Oxford and Cambridge.

Imagine you have to choose where to set off for a day trip to Oxford
or to Cambridge; find out what city you would like to visit first, make a
list of your reasons, discuss your ideas with the group.

Phonetics: the diphthong [ei] (in standard British pronunciation)
Note the pronunciation of the following words:

Cambridge ['keimbridsz], not ['keembridsz];
Thames, which is [temz], not [teimz].

1.11. Ten UK Landscapes That Took My Breath Away

Scholar Blog
9 May 2019

Whether it’s the glens and lochs in Scotland, the rolling hills in
Yorkshire, or the gentle (and sometimes not-so-gentle) waves in Corn-
wall, the UK is filled with landscapes to take away the breaths of even
the most difficult to please. Our scholars have been living in and explor-
ing the UK for many months now but what were the specific landscapes
that took their breaths away and etched themselves as lifelong memories?
Let’s find out together.

1. CONQUERING SCOTLAND

Legend has it, Arthur’s Seat is one of the possible locations of
Camelot — King Arthur’s legendary castle. Whilst we have no facts
to substantiate this legend, we do know that Arthur’s Seat is the main
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peak of the group of hills in Edinburgh’s Holyrood Park. Formed by an
extinct volcano, samples from the peak were taken and dated to 341-335
million years ago.

‘The first time I came to visit Scotland, 1 came to Edinburgh in the
middle of winter and | was very impressed by the spectacular natural
beauty of the city. We got up early one morning to hike up to Arthur’s
Seat which is one of the best things I did in Scotland during this trip.
Arthur’s Seat is the main peak of the group of hills in Edinburgh and the
remains of an extinct volcano that erupted 350 million years ago.

It was surprisingly cold and windy in the early morning and | saw
small patches of ice on the road to the top of the hill. However, it was
worth the cold, fatigue, and strenuous hike to see Edinburgh from this
beautiful vantage point and to feel the fresh air. | looked out at the sun
which looked like a giant fireball slowly ascending from the east. The
ancient city twinkled under the sunrise and when the sun eventually
peaked, the light reached further out dying the sky with the mighty col-
ours of pink and orange before becoming mesmerizingly blue to signify
a new day.’

Phuong Anh Nguyen, Vietnam

Standing 1,345 metres tall, Ben Nevis is the highest mountain in the
UK and is located in the Scottish Highlands. With an estimated 100,000
ascents each year, it’s a popular climbing location however, still one that
requires a lot of preparation and physical ability. We recommend always
taking special care when taking part in physical activities and not doing
more than your body will comfortably allow.

‘During my second trip to Scotland, Chevening helped me achieve
my dream. | was born in a tropical country where snow is strange and |
have harboured a longstanding dream of seeing the snow, holding the
snow in my hand, and feeling the cold air that comes with snow.
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I visited Forth William to climb the 1,345 metres to the top of Ben
Nevis — the highest mountain in the UK. Luckily, it was a beautiful day
with sunshine and endless blue skies.

The landscapes here took my breath away for many reasons. Firstly,
| was on my way to the top of the UK, secondly, the hike was highly
strenuous and fatiguing, and the biggest reason of all, for the first time
in my life, I stood in front of a snowy mountain!

It was so majestic, spectacular, and mesmerising and the closer |
got to the peak, the more | was surrounded by the pure white; under my
feet, in the sky, in front of me, behind me, on the right, and on the left. It
looked like scenes 1'd seen in National Geographic — unbelievable! | was
tired and | was cold but | was also content — my dream had come true.’

Phuong Anh Nguyen

2. DRAMATIC SHEFFIELD VIEWS

The Peak District is an upland area in the southern end of the Pen-
nines in England. Spanning more than 1,440 km2, the area covers much
of northern Derbyshire as well as parts of Cheshire, Manchester, Staf-
fordshire, and West and South Yorkshire. We haven’t visited the entire
area but feel it’s probably safe to say there are beautiful landscapes all
over the Peak District.

‘I'm lucky to be studying in Sheffield, a great city that also has
beautiful greenery right on its doorstep. This was taken from one of the
most dramatic viewpoints of the Peak District — Mam Tor in Castleton.
A few Cheveners in and around Sheffield decided on this day to take a
break from our studies and go on a road trip to explore the Peak District.
We had a good time walking through many farms, stopping at the local
villages, and sampling their delicacies.’

Loshana K Shagar, Malaysia
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3. HIDDEN GEMS IN THE UK

The UK has many hidden (and many not-so-hidden) gems dotted
throughout the country. Two of these not-so-hidden gems are Ben Nevis
in Scotland and Snowdon in Wales. Both over views that stretch as far
as the eyes can see and they are both popular with experienced climbers.
Scafell Pike, the highest peak in England, is also a popular choice to
climb. The National Three Peaks Challenge is an event which combines
the three peaks and challenges participants to climb all three peaks within
a 24 hour period.

‘There have been a lot of landscapes in the UK that have taken my
breath away. Each time | travel within this country, | discover something
unique.

Ben Nevis, the highest peak in Scotland but also the UK at 1,345
metres and Snowdon (Yr Wyddfa), the highest peak in Wales at 1,085
metres are good examples of my trips where | discovered unique views
and elements.

With a history dating back many years, every single city, town, and
village | have visited are exclusive and are unique. I like being in the UK
and I love discovering these hidden gems across the UK.’

Jonibek Rakhmonov, Uzbekistan

4. GROWING INTO ABRIGHTON FRIENDSHIP

Since we started the scholar blogs series almost one year ago,
Brighton and especially Brighton seafront/Pier has featured in nearly
every blog. This alone shows how captivating a place it is to scholars and
how breath-taking it is.

‘I have been to quite a few places in the UK over the past 6 months.

I could have chosen the lovely UNESCO heritage city of Canterbury, the
Sussex countryside, Lewes, or the astonishing Seven Sisters for UK land-
scape that took my breath away. However, it is the marvellous sunset at
Brighton Beach that does so. Every time.

76



I'm still unsure what it is exactly that moves me so much about the
sunset here, but the truth is that since I arrived in Brighton, it is the mo-
ment when [ feel most connected to the city and feel happiest. It’s also
the moment where | can organise my thoughts and chill.

I'm usually accompanied during this time by friends, Cheveners, or
others and it is in these moments that | believe we get to know one an-
other better — this is what my picture is about. It is one of my favourites
from the dozens | have taken and a very special one. It was my first sunset
at Brighton Beach. The picture features Maria from Colombia, Junaid
from Pakistan, and Clelia from France. We were sitting in front of the
West Pier — now just a poetic background for pictures. We were waiting
for the sunset, growing into our friendship, and sharing good laughs.

These are the special moments I will remember from my time in the
UK. How breathless | am with every sunset and the moments | share with
the amazing people I have met here.’

Emerson Zotti, Brazil

5. NOT BEING BLOWN OFF THE EDGE

Great Cumbrae, the larger of two islands known as The Cumbraes
in Scotland and is roughly 2.5 miles long by 1.2 miles wide. It has a
population of under 1,400 — smaller than our 2018 cohort of scholars! On
a clear day, views from Great Cumbrae can extend as far as Ailsa Craig
which is roughly the halfway point to Northern Ireland and even to the
edges of Northern Ireland itself!

‘These pictures are from my trips to the island of Great Cumbrae

and from a hike at Conic Hill by Loch Lomond — both in Scotland.

Great Cumbrae is a small island on the west coast of Scotland,
just off the coast of Largs; the nearest township. The island has just
under 1,400 inhabitants and the landscape is dotted with stretches of
snowy patches and bright green vegetation. In the distance, you're
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able to see the snowy hills of Arran with wind turbines overlooking the
white mountains.

With a breathtaking landscape littered with small islands that fill
the nearby bay, the view from Conic Hill is one to see. From the highest
point, you are given a panoramic view of the highland plains and water
bodies around the surrounding area. Reaching this point however,
means having to withstand the 40 m/s wind which can blow you over
the edge.’

Damian Ohienmhen, Nigeria

6. APLEATED KILT IN THE INNER HEBRIDES

The largest and northernmost of the major islands making up the
Inner Hebrides, the Isle of Skye is not always the easiest location in the
Scottish Highlands to reach, with access from the mainland limited to
either a ferry from Malaig or via the Skye Bridge between the island and
Kyle of Lochalsh — both of which may not be operational during high
winds.

Once you arrive however, you will be glad you made the journey.
Popular attractions include The Storr, Quiraing, Dunvegan Castle, the
Fairy Pools, Sligachan, and Kilt Rock amongst many others.

‘The Scottish Highlands are widely known for being stunning and
people from all over the world come to admire the scenery and hike the
mountains here. But me, | 'm simply lucky enough to live only hours away
from the magic!

In mid-March, my friends and | decided to go on an adventure road
trip to the Isle of Skye — the largest island in the Inner Hebrides archi-
pelago. There are beautiful landscapes to be explored in literally every
corner of the island. For me, this picture | took on top of the Kilt Rock is
simply mesmerising.

The ancient cliff, named for its resemblance to a pleated kilt, emits
grace and mystery.
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If you are wondering where to go next and explore the UK, Isle of
Skye is the place to see. From vivid-coloured mountains and medieval
castles to funny-looking cattle (also known as moo floofs and Heilan
coo0s), you will come across panoramas that will take your breath away.
Of that, you can be sure!’

Flaka Sigeca, Kosovo

7. HIKING TO THE YORKSHIRE DALES

North of the Peak District is the Yorkshire Dales which is made up
of attractive hiking trails, waterfalls, and picturesque villages. The area
is still known as being a rural area where agriculture is strong. The dales
have something to appease everyone and this contributes to their beauty.

‘The spring term was coming to an end, assignment deadlines were
starting to approach, and the stress from this was reaching high levels.
So, what better way to deal with it than to happily escape to nature for
the day!

Hiking the Yorkshire Dales and enjoying the stunning landscapes
were a fantastic way to keep myself motivated and energised. The im-
pressive landscape of lush dales and windswept hills such as those of the
Three Peaks have left permanent memories within me.

Despite the windy day and the fear that it would rain from moment
to moment, nothing could stop me walking alongside the river and en-
joying the unique viewpoint of the breath-taking waterfall.’

Anxhela Bruci, Albania

8. WINDSWEPT IN SWANSEA

Three Cliffs Bay is on the south coast of the Gower Peninsula in
Wales near the city of Swansea. The name comes from the three sea cliffs
that extend out into the bay. Close to the beach here, is Pennard Castle
which was built in the early 12th century.
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‘I went to visit the only other Bahamian Chevening Scholar, Therell
Smith, in Swansea for a weekend during a time when the weather was
exceptional. We planned a weekend of adventures to take advantage of
the nice weather... but the weather had other plans. Luckily, that didn’t
stop us!

We started the journey to Three Cliffs Bay through heavy rain and
wind gusts that made the rain sting as it hit our faces. But we didn’t
care — it made the adventure more adventurous. We approached our des-
tination, and after realising the gravity of the hike down to the bay...
well, that stopped us! We decided to take the safe choice of viewing the
bay from a distance and captured this photo of almost-Three-Cliffs-Bay.
Amazingly, the rain and the fact that | am fighting to stand straight
against the wind isn’t evident at all in this photo. The view and the land-
scape here was one of many breathtaking views throughout Swansea.’

D’ Andra Johnson, Bahamas

9. WEATHER CYCLES IN THE UK

If there is anything our scholars learn within weeks of arriving in
the UK, it’s that the weather is not always what they expected. Whether
they expect the sun, non-stop rain, or even snow, they are typically both
right and wrong. In the UK, the weather can be any of these at any given
moment. We can have blaring hot sunshine in October/November, and a
month of cold rain in June. Sometimes even on the same day. No matter
how much you prepare, you eventually realise you cannot prepare too far
in advance.

‘This photo was taken at the peak of Dun Na Cuaiche, Inveraray,
Scotland. Despite the distance only being 2.5 km, 1 took 2.5 hours to
climb up.

During my ascent, | experienced a range of different weather ele-
ments; | was soaked by the rain, slightly frozen by snow, stoned with hail,
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beaten by the wind, glided by the fog, and soothed with the sun. It’s safe
to say, Mother Nature had a field day with me.

The view from the top was incredibly amazing and it reminded me
of the picturesque views seen in my Caribbean Island of St. Vincent and
the Grenadines. I felt like | was on top of the world. However, | appreci-
ated it even more after the struggle | experienced before getting to the
top. | wanted to turn back so many times (the struggle was real folks) but
1didn’t!

This walk up made me smile as it reminded me of how tough, but
totally worth it, my Chevening application was and the joy I felt at the
end!’

Kelsey Cambridge, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

10. BEACHES, MOUNTAINS, AND CITYSCAPES

Part of the popular North Norfolk Coast, Sheringham Beach is
sandy when the tide is out and covered in pubbles at high tide — one thing
remains the same however, it is always beautiful. Nearby, there are inde-
pendent cafes and tea rooms, a steam railway, a museum, and a golf
course to keep you entertained after your visit to the beach.

‘Making the most of my year in the UK, I travelled to Sheringham
Beach near Norwich from London. It was cloudy when we arrived, but
the sun came out as we were strolling along. It’s the same with my expe-
rience here in UK — pleasant surprises and the sun springing out here
and there as we progress through our Chevening journey, making it a
beautiful picture at the end of the journey.

On another trip, having left the buzzing London for the Peak Dis-
trict, the sight of sheep everywhere amidst the rolling green hills with no
humans in sight was such a welcome break from London which I desper-
ately needed.
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But, despite its hectic nature, this photo captured at dusk represents
what London is to me — always busy and buzzing, but with a certain
beauty, grandiose, and old world charm to it.’

Maven Ten, Malaysia [8]

Task 1. Get acknowledged with the impressions of travellers
who got the chance to discover unique places of the UK and share
their experience in Scholar Blog. Be ready to give an overview of the
information you have read. Follow the plan:

1. Introduction
Hook: Briefly mention the UK’s diverse natural beauty and how it leaves
visitors in awe.
Source: Reference the Chevening blog as inspiration for the list.
Purpose: Share 10 stunning UK landscapes that highlight the country’s
scenic variety (mountains, coasts, forests, etc.).

2. Overview of the Landscapes
List the 10 locations (adjust based on the blog’s exact list if needed):
The Scottish Highlands — Rugged mountains and dramatic glens (e.g.,
Glen Coe).
The Lake District — Serene lakes and poetic hills (inspiration for Words-
worth).
Giant’s Causeway — Northern Ireland’s volcanic hexagonal columns.
Snowdonia (Wales) — Epic peaks like Mount Snowdon and lush valleys.
The White Cliffs of Dover — Iconic chalk cliffs symbolizing England.
The Jurassic Coast — Fossil-rich coastline with unique rock formations.
The Peak District — Rolling moorlands and quaint villages.
The Isle of Skye — Mystical landscapes (Fairy Pools, Quiraing).
The Cotswolds — Idyllic countryside with honey-stone cottages.
The Norfolk Broads — Peaceful waterways and wetlands.
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3. Retelling Approach
For each location, include:
Key Feature: What makes it unique (geology, history, culture).
Personal Touch (if inspired by the blog): Quotes or reactions from the
author (e.g., “The Scottish Highlands made me feel tiny against nature’s
grandeur”).
Practical Tip: Suggest a best time to visit or activity (e.g., hiking in
Snowdonia, fossil hunting in Dorset).

4. Structure Options
Option 1: Thematic Grouping
Coastal Wonders: Giant’s Causeway, White Cliffs, Jurassic Coast.
Mountain Majesty: Highlands, Snowdonia, Lake District.
Countryside Charm: Cotswolds, Peak District, Norfolk Broads.
Mystical Escapes: Isle of Skye.

Option 2: Geographic Order
Start in Scotland (Highlands, Skye), move south through England, end
with Wales/Northern Ireland.

5. Conclusion
Summary: Reiterate the UK’s natural diversity.
Call to Action: Encourage readers to explore these places or share their
own favorites.
Final Thought: Reflect on how landscapes connect people to nature and
history.
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2. THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

2.1. Geographical Position and Scenery of the USA

Pre-reading guestions. What other names of the USA do you know?
Study the US map (Figure 3. The Map of the United States [9]). Which
of the names sound familiar to you? Have you already heard about some
of the geographical features or landmarks that are presented? How can
the US area be compared with that of other countries?

The United States is a country in North America, a federal repub-
lic of 50 states. Besides the 48 conterminous states that occupy the mid-
dle latitudes of the continent, the United States includes the state
of Alaska, at the northwestern extreme of North America, and the island
state of Hawaii, in the mid-Pacific Ocean. The conterminous states are
bounded on the north by Canada, on the east by the Atlantic Ocean, on
the south by the Gulf of Mexico and Mexico, and on the west by the
Pacific Ocean. The United States is the fourth largest country in the
world in area (after Russia, Canada, and China). The national capital
is Washington, which is coextensive with the District of Columbia, the
federal capital region created in 1790.

The major characteristic of the United States is probably its great
variety. Its physical environment ranges from the Arctic to the subtropi-
cal, from the moist rain forest to the arid desert, from the rugged moun-
tain peak to the flat prairie. Although the total population of the United
States is large by world standards, its overall population density is rela-
tively low. The country embraces some of the world’s largest urban con-
centrations as well as some of the most extensive areas that are almost
devoid of habitation.
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https://www.britannica.com/topic/nation-state
https://www.britannica.com/place/North-America
https://www.britannica.com/topic/republic-government
https://www.britannica.com/topic/republic-government
https://www.britannica.com/science/continent
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-States
https://www.britannica.com/place/Alaska
https://www.britannica.com/place/Hawaii-state
https://www.britannica.com/place/Pacific-Ocean
https://www.britannica.com/place/Canada
https://www.britannica.com/place/Atlantic-Ocean
https://www.britannica.com/place/Gulf-of-Mexico
https://www.britannica.com/place/Mexico
https://www.britannica.com/place/Russia
https://www.britannica.com/place/China
https://www.britannica.com/place/Washington-DC
https://www.britannica.com/place/Washington-DC
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/environment
https://www.britannica.com/place/Arctic
https://www.britannica.com/science/rainforest
https://www.britannica.com/science/prairie

Relief

The centre of the conterminous United States is a great sprawling inte-
rior lowland, reaching from the ancient shield of central Canada on the north
to the Gulf of Mexico on the south. To east and west this lowland rises, first
gradually and then abruptly, to mountain ranges that divide it from the sea
on both sides. The two mountain systems differ drastically. The Appalachian
Mountains on the east are low, almost unbroken, and in the main set well
back from the Atlantic. From New York to the Mexican border stretches the
low Coastal Plain, which faces the ocean along a swampy, convoluted coast.
The gently sloping surface of the plain extends out beneath the sea, where it
forms the continental shelf, which, although submerged beneath shallow
ocean water, is geologically identical to the Coastal Plain. Southward the
plain grows wider, swinging westward in Georgia and Alabama to truncate
the Appalachians along their southern extremity and separate the interior
lowland from the Gulf.

West of the Central Lowland is the mighty Cordillera, part of a global
mountain system that rings the Pacific basin. The Cordillera encom-
passes fully one-third of the United States, with an internal variety commen-
surate with its size. At its eastern margin lie the Rocky Mountains, a high,
diverse, and discontinuous chain that stretches all the way from New Mex-
ico to the Canadian border. The Cordillera’s western edge is a Pacific coastal
chain of rugged mountains and inland valleys, the whole rising spectacularly
from the sea without benefit of a coastal plain. Pent between the Rockies and
the Pacific chain is a vast intermontane complex of basins, plateaus, and iso-
lated ranges so large and remarkable that they merit recognition as a region
separate from the Cordillera itself.

These regions—the Interior Lowlands and their upland fringes, the
Appalachian Mountain system, the Atlantic Plain, the Western Cordil-
lera, and the Western Intermontane Region—are so various that they re-
quire further division into 24 major subregions, or provinces.
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https://www.britannica.com/place/Gulf-of-Mexico
https://www.britannica.com/place/Appalachian-Mountains
https://www.britannica.com/place/Appalachian-Mountains
https://www.britannica.com/place/Atlantic-county-New-Jersey
https://www.britannica.com/place/Tidewater
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/convoluted
https://www.britannica.com/science/continental-shelf
https://www.britannica.com/place/Georgia-state
https://www.britannica.com/place/Alabama-state
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/encompasses
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/encompasses
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/commensurate
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/commensurate
https://www.britannica.com/place/New-Mexico
https://www.britannica.com/place/New-Mexico
https://www.britannica.com/place/Western-Cordillera
https://www.britannica.com/place/Western-Cordillera

Climate

Climate affects human habitats both directly and indirectly through
its influence on vegetation, soils, and wildlife. In the United States, how-
ever, the natural environment has been altered drastically by nearly four
centuries of European settlement, as well as thousands of years of In-
dian occupancy.

Wherever land is abandoned, however, “wild” conditions return
rapidly, achieving over the long run a dynamic equilibrium among soils,
vegetation, and the inexorable strictures of climate. Thus, though Amer-
icans have created an artificial environment of continental proportions,
the United States still can be divided into a mosaic of bioclimatic regions,
each of them distinguished by peculiar climatic conditions and each with
a potential vegetation and soil that eventually would return in the absence
of humans. The main exception to this generalization applies to fauna, so
drastically altered that it is almost impossible to know what sort of ani-
mal geography would redevelop in the areas of the United States if hu-
mans were removed from the scene [10].

Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

conterminous abruptly

Washington the Appalachian Mountains
Canada swampy

latitude submerged

coextensive to truncate

rugged extremity

flat prairie Cordillera

to embrace commensurate

sprawling intermontane

interior lowland plateau
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https://www.britannica.com/topic/American-Indian
https://www.britannica.com/topic/American-Indian
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/dynamic
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/equilibrium
https://www.britannica.com/science/prairie
https://www.britannica.com/place/Appalachian-Mountains
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/commensurate

the Coastal Plain fauna
dynamic climate
mosaic altered

Task 2. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

IPAaHUYUTDH Ha CEBEpe —
10 MUPOBBIM CTaHJapTaM —
IJIOTHOCThH HacENeHUs —
FOPOACKOM —

KapAWHAJIBHO OTJINYATHCS —
B FOJKHOM HaIlpaBJICHHUU —
pacmupsaTbeCs —

TuxookeaHcKkHil OacCerH —

© oo N~ wdhPE

OJlHa TPEThS —

10. mpepbIBUCTHIH —

11. 3acnyxuBaTh IPU3HAHUS —

12. ocoOble KITUMATHYECKUE YCITOBUS —
13. OecriomaHbIl / HeN30EKHBIN —

Task 3. Find the words and phrases in the text that match the
following definitions. Use them in the sentences of your own.

1. completely without something

2. to vary between two particular amounts, sizes, etc., including oth-
ers between them

3. to a fairly large degree, especially in comparison to something else

4. extremely complicated and difficult to follow

5. very strong and powerful
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6. additional process or result of breaking smth into separate parts

7. very large or important administrative units

8. plants in general, especially the plants that are found in a partic-
ular area or environment

9. to be changed in an extreme way

10. a state of balance, especially between different forces or influences

11. made or produced to copy something natural; not real

12. to change the appearance of an area with smth new

Task 4. Project. Imagine you're planning a road trip across the
United States, starting from the Atlantic Ocean and ending at the
Pacific Ocean. Your goal is to create a travel itinerary that takes you
through at least 10 different states, covering a variety of geograph-
ical regions, including mountains, deserts, and coastal areas.

Requirements:

Choose a starting point on the Atlantic coast and an ending point on
the Pacific coast.

Identify at least 10 states you'll visit along the way, including their
capital cities.

Describe the geographical features of each state, including moun-
tains, rivers, lakes, and deserts.

Plan your route, including the highways and roads you'll take, and
estimate the distance and travel time between each stop.

Write a short paragraph about each state, highlighting its unique at-
tractions, landmarks, and cultural experiences.

Tips and resources:
Use online mapping tools, such as Google Maps or Roadtrippers, to
plan your route and estimate travel times.
Research each state's official tourism website and travel guides to
find unique attractions and experiences.
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Consider the time of year and weather conditions when planning

your trip.
Don't forget to include rest stops, meal breaks, and accommodations

in your itinerary!

Have fun planning your road trip across America!
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Figure 3. The Map of the United States

2.2. Washington D.C.
Pre-reading questions: What does the National Mall located in

Washington D.C. represent? Where is the nation's seat of federal gov-
ernment situated? Where did Martin Luther King Jr. make his famous 'l
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Have a Dream' speech? Have you ever heard of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion? What is it renowned for?

Washington D.C., the District of Columbia, is situated on the east
coast of the USA, along the banks of the Potomac River. The city has an
area of just under 70 square miles, but it surely packs a lot in!

Washington was founded as the nation's capital in 1791. As soon as
you land here you get a sense of the power and history that this metrop-
olis represents. Most visitors start at the National Mall, a two-mile green
strip often referred to as "The Nation's Front Lawn". Clearly there's no
shopping to be done at this Mall. What it does offer is a sweep of the
country's most famous monuments and museums, all in one place.

Begin your tour of the Mall at the Zero Milestone, the proposed ref-
erence point for distances on all US maps. To the north you'll see Amer-
ica's most famous residence, The White House. To the south stands the
Washington Monument. Rising 555 feet, this marble obelisk is the cen-
trepiece of the National Mall.

The US Capitol Building, on top of Capitol Hill, is the nation's seat
of federal government. Rest a while by the Reflecting Pool. Surrounded
by America's most iconic tributes to its heroes and founding fathers, it's
easy to let your mind wander back through the various chapters of Amer-
ica's history.

Nestled in the trees is the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Engraved on
its walls are the names of tens of thousands of soldiers who lost their
lives in the battlefields of Vietnam.

The nearby Lincoln Memorial is where Martin Luther King Jr. made
his famous 'l Have a Dream' speech. Admire the many sculptures and
waterfalls at the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial further along the
Mall.

Across the Tidal Basin, Thomas Jefferson keeps a watchful eye on
the White House from his own memorial, built in the style of ancient
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Rome. The Mall is also home to many of the nation's Smithsonian build-
ings. To learn more about this interesting collection of museums and gal-
leries, stop by at the Information Centre in the Smithsonian Institution
Building called the Castle.

The whole family will enjoy the Smithsonian National Air and
Space Museum, where you can let your imagination fly high among his-
toric airplanes and spacecraft.

Create your own headlines at the Newseum, an interactive museum
dedicated to the world of news media.

The Botanic Garden of the Capitol Building offers an escape from
monuments and museums. But the Mall is not the only attraction in D.C..
To explore many attractions outside of the Mall, the convenient Capital
Bikeshare system is available all over the city.

In picture-perfect downtown neighbourhoods such as DuPont Cir-
cle, browse bookstores by day and try the cafés by night.

Another charming central suburb is Foggy Bottom, named after the
fog that rises from the Potomac River.

Here you'll find the Watergate Hotel and the Kennedy Center. Pass
Washington Circle to get to Georgetown. With its eighteenth-century
buildings, it is the oldest district in D.C., and today university students
give it a lively atmosphere.

Wisconsin Avenue and M Street offer many boutique stores and gal-
leries.

North from here is the National Cathedral, one of the largest
churches in the United States.

In the nearby Smithsonian National Zoo, the residents are sure to
delight monument-weary children.

Another family favourite is the International Spy Museum. Play an
undercover agent in an interactive game where nothing is as it seems!

Just across the river in neighbouring Virginia is the nation's most
hallowed ground, Arlington National Cemetery. Wander among rows of

91



tombstones dedicated to those who made the ultimate sacrifice for their
country. President John F. Kennedy's final resting place, marked by an
‘eternal’ flame, is one of the most visited graves.

From Arlington House you can look back over D.C. and its sur-
rounding suburbs. Washington has a lot more to offer than the political
buildings and stately monuments that it is so famous for. And no matter
how often you've seen these landmarks in the news or in movies, nothing
beats the real thing [7]!

Did you know?

Martin Luther King (1928-1968) — a black US religious leader who
became the most important leader of the Civil Rights Movement and
worked hard to achieve social changes for African-American people. He
was known for being a great public speaker, and many people remember
his famous speech that starts with ‘I Have a Dream’. His speech became
the landmark statement of civil rights in America —a dream of all people,
of all races and colours and backgrounds, sharing in America marked
by freedom and democracy. He encouraged people to try to achieve
changes without using violence, and in 1964 he won the Nobel Peace
Prize. In 1968 he was shot and killed in Memphis, Tennessee. In the USA
there is a national holiday on the third Monday in January to celebrate
his birthday.

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) — the third President of the US,
from 1801 to 1809, Jefferson was an important member of the Continen-
tal Congress and wrote most of the Declaration of Independence. When
he was president, the US bought the Louisiana Purchase, and the slave
trade officially stopped being legal.

The Smithsonian Institution, also the Smithsonian, —a large group
of different museums and scientific institutions in Washington D.C.,
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which was established in 1846 using money left by James Smithson, an
English scientist.

John Fitzgerald Kennedy (1917 — 1963) — a US politician in the
democratic party, also known as Jack Kennedy or JFK, who was the
President of the US from 1961 to 1963. He was an extremely popular
president, and he planned to improve education, the system of medical
care, and the civil rights in the US, although it was Lyndon B/ Johnson
who achieved most of these plans after Kennedy’s death. In 1961 Ken-
nedy ordered the Invasion of the Bay of Pigs in Cuba, and he was
strongly criticised for this. Two years later he was shot in Dallas, Texas,
and Lee Harvey Oswald was accused of killing him. Kennedy was very
much admired, especially because he was young, wealthy, attractive, and
good at speaking in public, and many people sat they remember what
they were doing when he was shot [11].

Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

coast nearby
Washington media
nation cafés
national pass
metropolis weary

tour neighbouring
iconic Virginia
nestled cemetery
Vietham wander
soldiers rows
battlefields tombstones
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Task 2. Give the Russian equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1) the city surely packs a lot in —

2) to offer a sweep of the country's most famous monuments and
museums —

3) the proposed reference point for distances —

4) to be the centrepiece of —

5) iconic tributes to its heroes and founding fathers —

6) to let your mind wander back through the various chapters of
America's history —

7) to be nestled in the trees —

8) to be engraved on the walls —

9) monument-weary children —

10) to play an undercover agent —

11) the nation's most hallowed ground —

12) nothing beats the real thing —

Task 3. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1) BHMMATEIBHO CIACAUTH 32 YEM-TO —

2) maiite BOJIFO CBOEMY BOOOPasKEHHIO —

3) MpemIoKUTh BO3MOXKHOCTh OTBJICYLCS OT MAMSTHUKOB U MY3€€B —
4) Ge3ynpeuHblie paifOHBI B IIEHTPE TOPOIA —

5) pasrisapIBaTh KHATH B KHWKHBIX Mara3uHax JHEM —

6) mocemaTh Kade HOUBIO —

7) ObITh HA3BAHHBIM B YECTh KOT'O-TO —

8) mpumath OKMBJIEHHYIO aTMOChEPY —
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9) yBUZETH TOCTONPUMEUATEIFHOCTH B HOBOCTSX WIH (DHIIbMAxX —
10) moxepTBOBATh KHU3HBIO PaJH CBOCH CTPAHBI —
11) BenuYeCTBEHHBIC MTAMSITHUKH —

Task 4. Fill in the gaps with appropriate prepositions from the
text (by, after, from, on, for).

1. He wanted to escape the small town where he grew up.

2. Many women sacrifice interesting careers their families.

3. Will you keep your eye my suitcase while | go to get the
tickets?

4. The jeweller skilfully engraved the initials the ring.

5. Paul was named his grandfather.

6. | prefer travelling day.

7. They have been staying at a wonderful hotel the coast

with breathtaking views.

Task 5. Translate the following sentences into English, using vo-
cabulary from the text.

1. OxpaHHMK My3es BHUMAaTEJIbHO CJIEANI 33 TYPUCTaMH, KOTOPbIE

2. V3y4anu BEIrpaBUPOBaHHBIC HA CTEHE HAJITHUCH.

3. He xaxnpiii cMor Obl TOXEPTBOBaTh JKWU3HBIO paid CBOCH
CTpaHBI.

4. JlaiiTe BOJIIO CBOEMY BOOOPaXEHHIO U TIOCTAPANTECh OTBICUbCS
OT NaMATHUKOB U MYy3€€B.

5. JlHeM MBI JITOOMM Pa3TIIsbIBaTh KHUTH B KHIXKHBIX Mara3uHax,
a BEYEPOM MBI C PaJIOCTHIO ITOCEUIAEM pa3IMYHbIe Kade U PeCTOPAHBI.

6. To, 4To BBl BUAEIH 3TH JOCTONPHUMEYATEIEHOCTH B HOBOCTSX
w (GuIbMax, He CPaBHHUTCS C TEM, UTO Bb/ yguodume c8oumu 2aa3amu!
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Task 6. Study the following grammar notes, find the sentences
in the text with a possessive determiner (‘its’) and do the task below.

It’s or its?

It’s is the contracted form of it is or it has:

Can you hear that noise? Where do you think i¢’s (it is) coming
from?

It’s (it is) nearly the end of the month. It’s (it has) gone really
quickly.

Its is a possessive determiner (like my, your, his) which we use
when referring to things or animals:

Every house in the street has got its own garage.

He joined the New York Tribune (1868), becoming its editor-in-
chief and eventually its principal owner (1872-1905) [12].

Fill in the gaps with ‘it’s’ or ‘its’:

1. not surprising that tourists flock here to see im-
pressive collection of monuments and renowned museums.

2. The city's rich history means full of iconic landmarks
and museums, making it the perfect place to explore the country's herit-
age.

3. not just a statue; a tribute to the nation’s most
cherished values.

4. Surrounded by America's most iconic tributes to heroes
and founding fathers, easy to let your mind wander back through
the various chapters of America's history.

5. design was inspired by the monuments that stood as sym-
bols of freedom and strength.

96



Task 7. Answer the questions:

1. Where is Washington D.C. situated? When was it founded as the
nation’s capital?

2. What is the National Mall and what does it comprise?
What is the top of Capitol Hill famous for?
Who is Martin Luther King Jr. and what is he famous for?
What does the Smithsonian Institution represent?
. What makes the process of exploring many attractions outside
the Mall convenient?

7. What is Foggy Bottom named after?

8. What is the oldest district in Washington D.C?

9. Where can you find a lot of boutique stores and galleries in
Washington?

10.What is one of the largest churches in the United States and
where is it situated?

oo aw

11. Why is Arlington National Cemetery the nation’s most hallowed
ground? Whose grave is considered to be the most visited one there?

Task 8. Find out additional information on the following. Make
a report or a presentation on the chosen topic.

The White House

The National Mall

The Newseum

The Smithsonian Institution
The International Spy Museum
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2.3. New York City

Pre-reading questions: What nicknames of New York City do you
know? Where are the most iconic symbols of New York located? What
street is renowned for the most expensive boutiques in New York? Which
borough of New York is considered to be the melting pot?

New York is situated in the Northeast region of the United States of
America. Over eight million people call the Big Apple home, and the city
attracts up to fifty million visitors a year.

Ever since the Colonists arrived in 1624, New York has been con-
tinuously shaped by the waves of immigrants drawn here by the promise
of hope, and liberty. Every newcomer arrived with a cultural suitcase that
contributed to the sounds, tastes and textures of New York. But it is their
dreams which built the city. A city like no other!

New York touches not only the heavens with its mythic skyline, its
influence radiates to every corner of the globe. Every street corner it
seems, is familiar through documentary, movie and song. New York's
straightforward grid system makes it an easy city to explore by foot, taxi,
or on its subway, which, just like the city - never sleeps!

In Manhattan's Midtown, you'll find many of The Big Apple's most
iconic symbols. The Art Deco-designed Empire State Building is one of
the most impressive and endearing skyscrapers ever created. The skyline
may have grown up around it, but the view from the 102" floor is as
breathtaking today as it was when it first opened in 1931.

New York has always been a place where "when the going got
tough, the tough got going”. The Rockefeller Center, a visionary city
within a city, rose during the darkest days of the Great Depression. To-
day, it's still a place of creativity, inspiration and even more incredible
views of the city.
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Closer to earth is Grand Central Terminal. Step into the Main Con-
course, and feel the echo of every tearful farewell and joyous greeting
throughout the station's history.

New York has always been the gateway to the Land of the Free, but
it is also the city of the spree — the shopping spree! This city is shopaholic
heaven, and Fifth Avenue with its eye-popping window displays is the
high temple of the retail world.

Times Square — one of the most visited tourist attractions on the
planet. Stand here, on the corner of Broadway and Seventh Avenue, and
you stand at the crossroads of the world. It's also the place to snap up a
half-price ticket to a Broadway show.

New York has been blessed with generous civic spaces. But there is
no greater chill-out space in the Big Apple than Central Park, a beautiful
850-acre network of meadows and lakes. This is the place where New
Yorkers come to rest, romance, and express themselves.

Over the decades many New Yorkers made it big, and much of that
fabulous wealth was reinvested into collecting some of the greatest art-
works on the planet. Nowadays, much of this art is available for everyone
to enjoy. A walk through the Metropolitan Museum of Art is a walk
through 5000 years of humankind's greatest creative moments. The
Frank Lloyd Wright designed-Guggenheim is a different kind of walk,
one which spirals ever-upward through a dizzying collection of 20th and
21st Century masterpieces.

Newcomers to New York spend much of their time looking sky-
ward, but since the 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center, a new at-
traction gives locals and visitors a chance to pause and bow their heads.
The Reflecting Absence memorial and museum honors the 3000 people
who lost their lives on that darkest of September days.

New York resonates with the sounds of over 800 language groups,
and nothing epitomises this diversity like the city's neighbourhoods. Lit-
tle Italy packs all the tastes and flavours of Italy into just a couple of

99



streets, while Soho attracts cool cats and well-heeled bohemians from all
over the world. A few streets away, Greenwich Village proudly retains
the cafés and bars where creative residents like Bob Dylan first per-
formed before becoming American icons. And then there are the bor-
oughs. Walk across the Brooklyn Bridge to the melting pot of Brooklyn.
With its own distinctive neighbourhoods, museums, open spaces — and
who could forget Coney Island!

So welcome to New York City, The Big Apple. You've only just been
given a bite-sized taste of what this incredible city has to offer. But if you've
got an appetite for the very best things that life has to offer, this is the desti-
nation for you — there's enough to feast on here for a lifetime [7]!

Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

contribute acre
heavens decades
mythic metropolitan
iconic spiral
endearing bow
skyscrapers epitomize
breathtaking Greenwich
concourse Borough
echo neighbourhood
tearful appetite
farewell feast
meadows

Task 2. Give the Russian equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.
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1) the waves of immigrants drawn by the promise of hope and lib-
erty —

2) a cultural suitcase that contributed to the sounds, tastes and tex-
tures of New York —

3) straightforward grid system makes it an easy city to explore —

4) to feel the echo of every tearful farewell and joyous greeting
throughout the station's history —

5) to be the gateway to the Land of the Free —

6) It is also the city of the shopping spree. —

7) its eye-popping window displays —

8) the high temple of the retail world —

9) dizzying collection of masterpieces —

10) to give the locals and visitors a chance to pause and bow their
heads —

11) New York resonates with the sounds of over 800 language
groups. —

12) Greenwich Village proudly retains the cafés and bars. —

13) to give a bite-sized taste of smth —

14) There's enough to feast on here for a lifetime! —

Task 3. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1) ropon, He TOXOKUI HHU Ha OJMH JIPYrOd —

2) ero BAMSHHE PacIPOCTPAHIETCS Ha KaXKABIH yrOJ0K 3eMHOTO
mapa —

3) KaXkIbIil YTOJIOK YIIHIBI 3HAKOM T10 JOKYMEHTAIBHBIM (PHJITh-
MaM, KHHO Y TIeCHSIM —

4) Drot ropos — pail [Is IOMOTOJHKOB. —
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5) Mecro, rjie MOKHO KYIHTh OHJIET Ha OpOIBEHCKOE 110y 3a MOJI-
[ICHBI —

6) B Hoto-Iopke HeT myumrero Mecta Ju1s OTbIXa, ueM LleHTpats-
HBIN TIapK —

7) 3a HECKOIIBKO JECSITUIETHH —

8) OacHocnoBHBIE OboraTcTBa —

9) cmoTpeTh Ha HEOO —

10) urwurs mamsars 3000 gegoBeK —

11) MOIHHKH ¥ MPEACTABUTEIN OOraTOM MHTEIIMIEHITAN —

12) «mmaBuIbHBIN KOTEM» BpykinHa —

13) 3TO MecTo uaeanbHO MOAXOAUT IS BaC —

Task 4. Find the following idiom in the text, comment on its
meaning:

"When the going got tough, the tough got going"

Task 5. Translate the following sentences into English, using vo-
cabulary from the text.

1. B Camape nem mecma 011 omovixa nyuuie, yem HabepexHas.

2. Ecmu BbI 1106ume xooums no maeasunam, To Ilaras ABeHro co
CBOUMU NOMPACAIOWUMU BUMPUHAMU — MO Mecmo 0as eac! Dmo
Hacmoswuil pati 0isl WONo2oauUKoa!

3. HoBeiii Oprniean — o0un u3 @eruuauuiux NiAGUNbHLIX KOMJI08
AMepHKHu.

4. 3a Heckonwvko decsmunemuii B 3TOM My3ee ObliIa cOOpaHa 20.10-
BOKDYIHCUMENbHAS KOJLIEKYUS ededpo8 MUPOBOTO UCKYCCTBA.

5. Bam MoXeT moka3aTbcs, YTO BhI YK€ ObIBaJIM 371eCh paHble, TaK
KaK Kaxicoblil Y2070K VIUYbl 3HAKOM 6AM NO OOKYMEHMANbHLIM (ulb-
Mam, KUHO U NECHSM.

102



Task 6. Study the following grammar notes and translate the
sentences below.

Indirect Questions

We use Indirect questions when we ask for information. Indi-
rect questions are introduced with Could you tell me...?, Do you
know...?, | wonder..., | want to know ...etc. and their verb is in the
affirmative.

If the Indirect question starts with | wonder ... or | want to know
..., then the question mark is omitted.

Special questions are transformed into the indirect question in
the following way:
Who is that know / I can’t re- When do they
member / Could

woman?
What does he
need?

Do you know / |
don’t know / I

you tell me /

who that woman
is.

what he needs.

have dinner?

I wonder (etc.)

when they have
dinner.

Translate the following indirect questions using the vocabulary

from the text:

1. MHe uHTepecHO, KakuM oOpasoM erusnue Hoio-Hopka pacnpo-

CMpPAHAECcs Ha Kaotcowlll Y2O0JI0K 3eMHO20 wapa.

2. Bbl He mojickaxeTe, riae HaxoauTes bpykiuHckuii MocT?
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3. BhI 3HaeTe, 4TO HaM JIy4llle TIOCETUTH MOCIIE TUIOMAAN?
4. 4 He 3Hat, yeM u3BecTeH Pokdermiep-ieHTp.
5. MHe unrepecHo, rie B Hero-Mopke MOXHO MOX0IUTh IO Mara-

3uHaM?

General questions are transformed into the indirect question in
the following way:

Does Mary Do you know /| Mary  speaks

speak French?  don’t know / I French.
wonder / Could

Are they at you tell me / IF / they are at

home? Tellme/Ican’t WHETHER home.
remember

Has Nick gota (etc.) Nick has got a

car? car [13].

Translate the following indirect questions using the vocabulary
from the text:

1. i He 3HaW, 3aXOYET JM OH BCIIOMHHATH O COOBITHSAX, KOTOPHIE
npomsonun B Heto-Uopke 11 centsops 2001 .
2. MHe uHTepecHO, OyJeT I OTKPBIT My3etl Memponoaumern, KO-

raa Mbl IPUEIEM B HLIO-ﬁOpK?

3. Ckaxure MHE, yJaloCh JIM BaM KYnums ounem Ha opoosgetickoe
woy 3a noayenwi?

4. S me nomuIo, ectb 1 6 Hoio-Hopke nyuwe mecmo ona omovixa,

uem LlenmpanvHolii napk.

5. BBl He moJCKaXKeTe, IUTAHUPYET JIM Hallla TYPUCTHYECKasl TpyIa

MOCETUTh CEroiHs keapman « Manenvrkas Umanusy?

104



Task 7. Answer the questions:

1. Where is New York situated and when was it founded?

2. What is Empire State Building famous for?

3. What office centre is known as the city within a city?

4. Which tourist attraction is located on the corner of Broadway and
Seventh Avenue? Why is it so popular?

5. What is the name of the oldest commuter rail terminal in New
York?

6. Which street in New York is considered to be the high temple of
the retail world?

7. What place do New-Yorkers associate with the greatest chill-out
space in the Big Apple?

8. What New-York museums are mentioned in the text? What is
special about them?

9. What happened in New York on the 11" of September in 2001?
What were the consequences of it?

10. What is meant in the text by “the melting pot of Brooklyn™?

11. What neighbourhoods of New York are described in the text?
What are their distinctive features?

Task 8. Find out additional information on the following. Make
a report or a presentation on the chosen topic.

The Empire State Building

The Great Depression

The Metropolitan Museum of Art

The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001
The Melting Pot
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2.4. Los Angeles

Pre-reading questions: Did you know that Hollywood is the district
within the city of Los Angeles? What is Union Station located in Los An-
geles famous for? Did you know that in Los Angeles you can climb
aboard the World War 11 battleship?

Los Angeles is situated in Southern California, on the West Coast
of the USA. Home to 18 million people, Los Angeles is a collection of
distinct cities that rolls out from the dry Santa Monica Mountains to the
Pacific Ocean.

L.A.'s sunshine, her entertainment industry and her openness to
newcomers and new ideas have made the city a magnet to dreamers.
Many of those whose dreams become reality, like Walt Disney and John
Paul Getty, poured their wealth back into the city, helping make L.A. one
of the great culture capitals of the world.

Downtown Los Angeles is a centre of global business and home to
some of the finest examples of American civic architecture. It's also the
birthplace of the city. Wander down Olvera Street, one of the oldest sur-
viving areas in L.A., to experience the colours and tastes of Old Mexico.

Just across the road from Olvera Street is Union Station, one of the
world's great railway stations. You'll be forgiven if you experience a
sense of déja vu here; Union Station has been featured in almost 30 big-
budget movies, including Pearl Harbor and Blade Runner.

Stroll south to Little Tokyo, or J-Town as the locals know it, which
is home to Buddhist temples, galleries and museums. While you're there,
why not try some super-fresh sushi? After all, the California Roll was
invented right here!
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Half a mile to the west is the Walt Disney Music Hall. Looking like
pieces of sheet music thrown to the wind, this stainless steel wonder is
home to L.A.'s Philharmonic Orchestra.

Hail a taxi for the short ride west to the Los Angeles County Mu-
seum of Art. The one-hundred-thousand-piece collection at LACMA
houses works that span the ages, from the classical periods through the
edgiest street art.

Right next door is a very different kind of gallery. At the La Brea
Tar Pits and George C. Page Museum the remains of incredibly pre-
served mammals, insects and plants are continually excavated and
brought once more into the Californian sunshine.

Heading further west, along Wilshire Boulevard, the aroma changes
from the smell of tar pits to money. Welcome to Rodeo Drive, in the
heart of Beverly Hills. This is the world's most expensive and exclusive
three blocks of shopping. But you don't have to be a star to enjoy Rodeo
Drive, most folks are content to window shop.

But there's more to Beverly Hills than just bling! Only a street or
two away awaits a world of leafy boulevards and incredible homes and
gardens.

Head north to Hollywood, the epicentre of the world's entertainment
industry. Track down your favourite star on the historic Hollywood Walk
of Fame, and catch a movie at Grauman's Chinese Theatre, the most fa-
mous first-run movie theatre in the world.

Take a walk on the wilder side of L.A., to West Hollywood. WeHo
is a haven for artists and designers.

As evening falls, boogie on down to Sunset Strip, home to iconic
clubs.

Griffith Park is the largest and wildest urban park in America. Here,
perched high on the slopes of Mount Hollywood, and offering superb
views of L.A., you'll find the Griffith Observatory. Built on land donated
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by mining magnate Griffith J. Griffith. Admission to the main building
and grounds is still free of charge, according to his wishes.

Universal Studios is the oldest continually running movie studio in
America. It features a theme park based around its blockbuster movies
and popular TV shows, however the star attraction is the studio tour,
which winds its way through acres of sound stages and back lots. And if
you have that sense of déja vu again, it's no wonder - some of the sets
have been featured in dozens of movies and are still in use today.

20 miles southeast of downtown is Knott's Berry Farm. Originally a
berry farm in the 1930's, this theme park has grown into a family favour-
ite with child-friendly rides, short queues and offers a real taste of Amer-
ica’s pioneering heritage.

Just down the road, in Anaheim, is Disneyland Park. Since its open-
ing in 1955 over 600 million guests have delighted in seeing Disney’s
much-loved characters brought to life.

The Port of Los Angeles, the biggest container port in the USA, sits
on San Pedro Bay. Climb aboard the USS lowa, a World War 1l battle-
ship which saw service in some of the most dramatic episodes in world
history.

Nearby at the Aquarium of the Pacific, 500 marine species sway,
swirl and dive through the various marine systems of the vast Pacific,
from the sun-drenched coast of Baja to the frigid waters of the Arctic.

Long Beach was once the birthplace of California's surfing scene,
but a breakwater has now tamed the wild waves, making the beach an
ideal destination for families.

From Long Beach, hop aboard a ferry, and take a one-hour trip to
Catalina Island. Once the home of otter hunters, smugglers and gold
prospectors, these days day-trippers and weekenders are far more inter-
ested in working on their golden tans and escaping the frantic pace of the
mainland.
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Heading west from L.A., Santa Monica is one of the most popular re-
sort towns in the US. Santa Monica epitomises the California lifestyle of
sun, sand and the body beautiful! And right at her heart is her iconic pier.

Things get a little funkier just down the coast at Venice Beach. Long
the centre of L.A.'s counterculture, Venice is more than just a beach,
however. The main attraction here is the promenade. So pull on your in-
line skates and join the colourful and sometimes bizarre human parade.

After the craziness of Venice Beach, head 5 miles north to the tran-
quility of the Santa Monica Mountains. The Getty Center houses the ex-
traordinary art collection of billionaire John Paul Getty. Water features
prominently throughout the complex, encouraging quiet reflection.

Hire a convertible and follow the scenic Pacific Coast Highway to
Malibu; 21 miles of prime Californian coastline scented with salt and
coastal sage. Many of L.A.'s stars live in homes that cling to these dra-
matic hillsides by the Pacific, which is the perfect metaphor for L.A..

A city built on an unshakable optimism and a devotion to creation -
both human and natural. Welcome to the City of Angels [7]!

Did you know?

Personal pronoun “She” and possessive pronoun “her” are some-
times used instead of "it" to refer to something, such as a country, vehi-
cle, or ship, that has already been mentioned:

e.g. Look at my new car — isn 't she a beauty?

God bless this ship and all who sail in her.

Find more examples in the text.

Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

southern architecture
wealth wander
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Buddhist Baja

wonder frigid
orchestra bizarre
epicentre parade
haven quiet

wind scenic
climb scented
aguarium epitomize
species promenade

Task 2. Give the Russian equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1) to be a magnet to dreamers —

2) to be featured in big-budget movies —

3) the aroma changes from the smell of tar pits to money —
4) most folks are content to window shop —

5) There's more to Beverly Hills than just bling. —

6) land donated by mining magnate —

7) some of the sets have been featured in dozens of movies —
8) to see Disney’s much-loved characters brought to life —
9) a breakwater has now tamed the wild waves —

10) to take a one-hour trip —

11) day-trippers and weekenders —

12) to be right at the heart of smth —

13) to pull on one’s in-line skates —

14) to encourage quiet reflection —

15) prime Californian coastline scented with salt and coastal sage —
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Task 3. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1) MedThI BOILIOMIAIOTCS B )KU3HB —

2) WCHBITAaTh YYBCTBO JCKABIO —

3) moiiMaTh TaKCH JJIsl KOPOTKOW MOC3IKH —

4) oxBaTHIBaTh BEKA —

5) ABUraTHCS HANblle HA 3amaj —

6) mpuCTaHUIIE A XyI0KHUKOB U TH3aliHEPOB —

7) ¢ HACTyIUICHHEM Beuepa —

8) BXOJ B IJIaBHOE 3/IaHKE U HA TEPPUTOPHIO OCCIUTATHBIN —

9) aTTpaKIMOHBI IS AeTeH —

10) 3anuTOe CoHIIEM MOOEPEKbE —

11) cecrtb Ha Mapoxoa —

12) paboTath HaJ 30JO0TUCTHIM 3arapoM —

13) Bce CTaHOBUTCS HEMHOTO HHTEPECHEE —

14) pa3memath HEOOBIKHOBEHHYIO KOJUICKIHIO POU3BEICHUI HC-
KyccTBa —

15) B3sTh KAOPHOJIET HATIPOKAT —

16) ropon, MOCTPOCHHBIN HA CTOMKOM ONTUMHU3ME H IPEJaHHOCTH
TBOPEHHIO —

Task 4. Translate the following sentences into English, using
vocabulary from the text.

1. C nacmynnenuem euepa TypuCTbl HANIPABJIAIOTCS B Kade U pe-
CTOpaHBbI.

2. Bce cmanosumcsi HeMHO20 uHmepecHee, KOTIAa BbI, HAXOMACh
B Jloc-AHpKeNece, HAUMHACTE HEOIHOKPATHO UCHBIMbIGAMb Y)YECMEO
oevicasio.

111



3. IlocMmoTpuTE HE 3TO 3a1Umoe cornyem nodepexcoe! ITo Hacmo-
AWl Masnum 0Jisi meumamenett!

4. DTO pagyer, 4To 6X00 6 21a6HOe 30aHUe U HA MEePPUMOPUIO M)-
3e51 NO-NpedIcHeMy DeCHAAMHDbLL.

5. Tlupc pacnonoxen npsamo 6 yenmpe ropona Canra-MoHHKa.

Task 5. Study the grammar notes and do the tasks below.
Complex Object

Active Voice: to make (3acraBasaTs) + noun/ pronoun + infini-
tive without ‘to’

We made him visit this museum.

BUT:

Passive Voice: Noun/ pronoun + to be made + infinitive

He was made to visit this museum.

Translate the following sentences using this grammar structure:

1. Yrto 3acraBnser Bac mpueszkath B Jloc-AHKenec CHOBa U
cHoOBa?

2. Hamm poaurteny 3acTaBWIM TYPUCTUYECKYIO TPYIITY XAATh UX
roJIgaca OKOJI0 BXO/a B rajiepero.

3. Jlpy3bs 3aCTaBWIIH HAC 835Mb HANPOKAM KAOPUOAEM.

4. Mos 1mIeMsiHHUIIA BCET/Ia 3aCTaBJIAEeT MEHS XOIUTh C HEeU B Te-
MaTHYECKHE TIAPKH C ammpaxKyuoHamu 0jist Oemel.

5. MoHO cKa3aTh, YTO HAC MPOCTO_3aCTABUIIH CeCiMb HA NAPOXO00
U OMNpasumsCsa 8 4aco8yro noe30Ky Ha oCmpos.

Make the following sentences passive:
1. These day-trippers and weekenders always make me feel jealous.
2. Photographers make their models work on their golden tan.
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3. The greatness of Union Station makes it be featured in big-
budget movies.

4. Walt Disney makes the tourists admire their much-loved charac-
ters brought to life.

5. The extraordinary art collection of billionaire John Paul Getty
made me visit the Getty Center.

Task 6. Answer the questions:

1. Where is Los Angeles situated and what is its population?

2. Why is Los Angeles considered to be a magnet to dreamers?
What makes it special?

3. What is the name of one of the world's great railway stations that
is situated in Los Angeles?

4. What is a common name for Japanese communities in cities and
towns outside Japan? What can you see there?

5. What is LACMA and what is it famous for?

6. Which museum exhibits the remains of incredibly preserved
mammals, insects and plants?

7. What is the name of the street in Beverly Hills where the world's
most expensive and exclusive blocks of shopping are situated?

8. Why is Los Angeles called the epicentre of American Film In-
dustry?

9. What is WeHo?

10. What is Sunset Strip famous for?

11. What is the name of the wildest urban park in America?

12. Why can you experience a sense of déja vu in some parts of
Los Angeles?

13. What is the name of the oldest continually running movie stu-
dio in America?

14. What city is Disneyland Park located in? What is special about it?
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15. Which battleship located in Los Angeles saw service in World
War I1?

16. Where can you admire various marine species that sway, swirl
and dive through the various marine systems of the vast Pacific?

17. Why is it worth taking a trip to Catalina Island?

18. What is the main attraction at Venice Beach?

19. Where is the Getty Center located and what does it represent?

20. Which sight in Los Angeles attracts you most of all and why?

Task 7. Find out additional information on the following. Make
a report or a presentation on the chosen topic.

The Walt Disney Music Hall

The Los Angeles County Museum of Art
Rodeo Drive

West Hollywood

Universal Studios

2.5. San Francisco

Pre-reading questions: Did you know that in San Fransico there is
one of the largest Chinese communities in the USA? What former maximum-
security prison was located on the island in San Francisco Bay? What is
the name of an iconic bridge connecting the city of San Francisco to Marin
County, California? Do you know that some ancient redwoods of Muir
Woods National Monument date back almost 800 years?

San Francisco is a spectacular, fun city on the central coast of Cali-
fornia about 350 miles from L.A. It's bursting with a youthful energy that
will guarantee you have an amazing and unforgettable adventure.
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On the northern end of the San Francisco peninsula, the city invites
you to explore hip neighbourhoods, elegant buildings, beautiful parks
and gardens, and enjoy a liberal, relaxed atmosphere. And there's no end
of things to see.

Union Square, in the heart of downtown, is San Francisco's finest
shopping region. The neighbourhood is famous for wide streets, clanging
cable cars and some amazing shopping. And don't forget about the
Square itself, which is a great place to sit back, relax and do some serious
people-watching.

Just a few minutes north, San Francisco's Chinatown is 8 blocks of
bustling activity with storefronts and alleyways selling all manner of
strange and exotic goods. One of the largest Chinese communities in the
US, San Francisco's Chinatown is filled with exatic sights and sounds
and a little bit of eastern mystique.

Less than a mile to the east, the Embarcadero is a busy waterfront
roadway that runs right around the port area, with some of San Francis-
co's most famous landmarks, including Market Street, the Bay Bridge
and the San Francisco Ferry Building. Fisherman's Wharf is at the north-
ern end of the Embarcadero and has a great assortment of shops, bars and
restaurants, and is right on the bay. Here you can grab a relaxed meal and
a cool drink and be entertained by colourful street performers, or just
enjoy the views along the waterfront.

A short stroll away is Pier 39 which has some of the best views of
San Francisco Bay, and a resident sea lion community that has been bask-
ing in the sun at the Pier for more than 20 years.

The island fortress of Alcatraz sits ominously in the bay and is now
a popular attraction, with tours departing from Fisherman's Wharf sev-
eral times a day. Up until 1963, The Rock was home to America's hardest
prisoners but where there was once only concrete, steel and barbed wire,
there are now gardens and wildflowers. If you listen carefully, the eerie
passages and cramped cells still echo with footsteps from the past.
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Not far from downtown is the Haight-Ashbury district where Vic-
torian-styled buildings echo with memories of the hippy days of the 60s.
There are still many pockets of counterculture where the Summer of
Love lives on.

Halfway between Fisherman's Wharf and the Golden Gate Bridge is
the Palace of Fine Arts. A survivor from the 1915 Panama-Pacific Expo,
and built in the Beaux-Aurts style, it's covered in greenery and surrounded
by a peaceful lagoon. It's a perfect place for a quiet afternoon stroll.

At more than a thousand acres, Golden Gate Park stretches almost
halfway across the peninsula and contains the Conservatory of Flowers
and the tranquil Japanese Tea Garden. The park is the perfect place
to enjoy the outdoors, or just relax and recharge in some peaceful sur-
roundings.

The Golden Gate Bridge sits majestically over the mouth of the bay,
and invites millions of visitors to the city each year. Almost 2 miles long
and 750 feet high, the Golden Gate Bridge connects San Francisco to the
nearby Marin Headlands. The pedestrian walkway spanning the length
of the bridge is a superb way to see sweeping views across the bay and
out over the Pacific Ocean.

Baker Beach is located just to the west of the Golden Gate Bridge
and has spectacular views across the mouth of the bay to the distant
Marin Headlands. It enjoys a reputation as San Francisco's best sandy
beach, but the views alone are worth the trip.

Just north of San Francisco in Marin County, the ancient redwoods
of Muir Woods National Monument tower up to 260 feet high with some
dating back almost 800 years. Local rangers can provide guided tours
along pathways that loop through the forest, or visitors can enjoy the
hush sounds of nature and explore one of America's natural treasures at
their own pace.

On the eastern side of Marin County is the charming bayside hamlet
of Sausalito. In its early days it was a small artist colony, but now it's a
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relaxed bayside community filled with cafés and art galleries. A short
stroll down any street will bring you to some of the most beautiful views
across the bay. And over there, in the distance, beckoning like a siren's
song is dazzling San Francisco — tempting you back for another taste. A
temptation you'll find hard to resist [7].

Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

San Fransico eerie
northern echo
peninsula acres
north rangers
waterfront pathways
wharf treasures
Alcatraz beckoning
ominously siren
concrete

Task 2. Give the Russian equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1) there's no end of things to see —

2) clanging cable cars —

3) to do some serious people-watching —

4) bustling activity —

5) storefronts and alleyways selling all manner of strange and ex-
otic goods —

6) to echo with memories —

7) to be halfway between smth —
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8) the pedestrian walkway spanning the length of the bridge —

9) local rangers can provide guided tours —

10) pathways that loop through the forest —

11) to explore one of America's natural treasures at one’s own pace —
12) the charming bayside hamlet —

13) ashort stroll down any street —

14) to beckon like a siren's song —

15) to tempt smb back for another taste —

Task 3. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1) mooH MOJIOOH SHEPTHU —

2) 060IbIIIOH BEIOOpP Mara3MHOB, 6APOB U PECTOPAHOB —

3) mepeKycuTh B CIIOKOMHON 0OCTaHOBKE —

4) B HECKOJIbKUX MHHYTaxX XOIbObI —

5) TpeThes Ha CONHBIIIKE —

6) AJsbKaTpac 3JI0BeIle BO3BBIIIACTCS B 3aJIMBE —

7) KyTKHE KOPHIOPHI M TECHBbIE KAMEPHI JI0 CHX TIOP XPaHAT OTrO-
JIOCKH TIPOIILIOTO —

8) ouaru KOHTPKYJIbTYpPbI —

9) 3T0 MACATbHOE MECTO ISl CIOKOMHOMN THEBHOM MPOTYJIKH —

10) pacTsiHYTBCS IIOYTH Ha MOJIOBHHY TTOJyOCTPOBA —

11) OTAOXHYTh U BOCCTAHOBHUTH CHJIBI B CIIOKOWHO#H 00CTaHOBKE —

12) BenM4ECTBEHHO BO3BBIMIATHCS HAJl YCTHEM 3aJIMBa —

13) mpexpacHBIi Cr10cO0 HACTATUTHCS TTIOTPACAIOIUMH BUIAMH —

14) omHM TOJNBKO BUJIBI CTOST ITOE3IKH —

15) moceTUTEeNN MOTYT HACTAKAATHCS THXUMHU 3BYKAMHU TIPHPOJIBI —

16) wuckyuieHue, KOTOPOMY BaM OyJIeT TPYAHO MPOTHBOCTOSATH —
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Task 4. Translate the following sentences into English, using vo-
cabulary from the text.

1. TloBepr MHE, 00HU MOLKO 6U0bI cosim noe3oku Ha beiikep-bud.

2. Tlociie MHOTOYHMCIICHHBIX aKTUBHBIX 3KCKYPCHH MBI XOTEIH ObI
OMOOXHYMb U 8OCCMANHOBUMb CUILL 8 CHOKOUHOU 00CMAaHOo8Ke.

3. Tlocemumensam napka NO3BOJIUIIN UCCIe008AMb NPUPOOHBIE CO-
Kposuwa Amepuxu 6 ceoem cobCcmeeHHoM memne U HACIA0UmsCs mu-
XUMU 36YKAMU NPUPOODL.

4. TlocmoTpH, KaK Anvkampac 3n08euje 8036bIUACTNCS 6 3aaUse.
Ero ocymxue xopuoopwi u mecHvle kamepvl 00 Cux HOp Xpausm 0omeo-
JIOCKU NPOULTO2O.

5. B HeckonbKux Munymax xo0b0sl OT TUIOMAAN HAXOAUTCS PECTO-
paH Cc MECTHOH KyxHei. MBI MOXKEM no0b6edamsb TaM @ CHOKOUHOU 00-

cmanogke.
Task 5. Study the grammar notes and do the tasks below.
“Do you think ... ?” structure
If the second part is a general question, then the question «Kax

mot oymaewn?y is constructed according to the following scheme:
Do you think + direct word order?

e.g.
General Question “Do you think...?” Question
Is it Nick’s brother? Do you think it is Nick’s brother?
Kaxk T61 mymaemb, 3To 6pat Huka?
Do they smoke? Do you think they smoke?

Kak TbBl amymaemp, oHM KypsT
[13]?
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Transform the following general questions using “Do you
think...?” structure.

1. Can local rangers provide guided tours along pathways that loop
through the forest?

2. Is Baker Beach located to the west of the Golden Gate Bridge?

3. Is Union Square San Francisco's finest shopping region?

4. Was the Palace of Fine Arts built in the Beaux-Arts style?

5. Does Baker Beach have a reputation of San Francisco's best
sandy beach?

If the second part is a special question, then the question «Kax mul
oymaewn?» is constructed according to the following scheme:
Question word + do you think + direct word order?

e.g.

Special Question “Do you think...?” Question

Why are they late? Why do you think they are late?
Kak TbI mymaens, moyemMy oHH
ono3aanu’?

When does he get up? When do you think he gets up?

Kak 151 Tymaenib, BO CKOJIBKO OH
BCTaET?

How many books have they got? How many books do you think
they have got?
Kak TbI mymaenb, CKOJIBKO y HUX
KHUT?

Who does he want to marry? Who do you think he wants to
marry?
Kak Tpl mymaenib, Ha KOM OH XO-

4eT JKEHUTHCS?
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How is she? How do you think she is?
Kak Tb1 mymaenib, kak oHa MOXKH-
Baer?

Who knows the answer? Who do you think knows the an-
swer?
Kak Tbl mymaenis, KTO 3HaeT OT-
BeT?

What is going on there? What do you think is going on
there?
Kak 151 Aymacuib, 4YTO TaM IIpoOuc-
xomurt [13]?

Transform the following special questions using “Do you
think...?” structure.

1. Where is the island fortress of Alcatraz located?

2. What activities does Golden Gate Park offer?

3. Why does San Francisco invite tourists to explore the northern
end of the peninsula?

4. What is Pier 39?

5. Where can we grab a relaxed meal?

Translate the following sentences using “Do you think...?”
structure and the vocabulary from the text.

1. Kak TblI JiyMaeliib, TJie TYPUCTBI CMO2YI HACAAOUMbC MUXUMU
38yKaAMU NPUPOObL?
2. Kak Bbl gymaere, HabepexxHass — nOOX00swee Mecmo Oisi CHo-

KOUHOU OHE8HOU NPO2YIKU?

3. Kak BHI jiymMaeTe, moueMy cCO3JIaeTcsl BIICUATIEHHUE, YTO 20p00
NOJOH MOAOOOU dHepeuu?
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4, Kak BB TyMaeTe, T1e MOKHO HAHTH 60.16ui0l 6b100P MA2A3UHOS,

b6apos u pecmoparnoe B CaH-OpaHITUCKO?
5. Kak BB ymaete, ouacu KOHMPKYIbmMypvl XUNNU @ce ewe ocma-

qucy B Can-Opaniucko?
Task 6. Answer the questions:

1. Where is San Francisco situated?

2. What is Union Square famous for?

3. What does San Francisco's Chinatown represent?

4. Why is Embarcadero considered to be one of the popular places
to visit in San Fransisco?

5. What is the distinctive feature of Pier 39?

6. What did the island fortress of Alcatraz look like until 1963 and
what does it look like now?

7. Which district in San Francisco is known as one of the main cen-
tres of the counterculture of the 1960s?

8. What is special about Golden Gate Park?

9. Why does the Golden Gate Bridge attract tourists?

10. What place will you visit in San Francisco if you want to loop
through the forest and enjoy the hush sounds of nature?

11.Why was the charming bayside hamlet of Sausalito chosen by
artists in its early days?

Task 7. Find out additional information on the following. Make
a report or a presentation on the chosen topic.

The Prison of Alcatraz

Victorian architecture

The Palace of Fine Arts

The Beaux-Arts style

Muir Woods National Monument
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2.6. Chicago

Pre-reading questions: Did you know that Chicago began as a tiny
trading post? What is the most widely recognized nickname of Chicago?
What is the name of the central business district in Chicago? Did you
know the museum that was the home base for Indiana Jones is located in
Chicago? What is the name of Chicago’s iconic sculpture? Which US
President is one of the largest Chicago’s parks named after?

Chicago is situated in the Great Lakes region of the American Mid-
west, in the state of Illinois. Rising from the edges of Lake Michigan,
Chicago began as a tiny trading post at the mouth of the Chicago River,
and has boomed into a modern global centre of commerce and culture.
The Windy City has always been driven by an unshakable optimism and
can-do attitude.

The Great Chicago Fire of 1871, which destroyed half the city, was
seized upon as an opportunity for the metropolis to reinvent itself. What
followed was the biggest building boom in US history and a skyline that
is almost beyond beautiful.

Start your visit in the Loop — the central business district encircled
by the 'L', Chicago's elevated train line. The streets within the Loop are
a showcase of architecture, from the world's first high-rises, to the cloud-
piercing towers of today.

Willis Tower held the title of world's tallest building for almost 25
years. Take the 60-second ride to the Skydeck. On a really windy day
you might even feel the building sway a little, but don't panic, it was
designed to do just that.

The Loop also contains some amazing outdoor sculpture and a his-
toric theatre district which makes the area feel like a cross between a
museum and a film set.
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Running north from the Loop is the Magnificent Mile, where you'll
be able to gaze up at even more wonders from the Chicago School of
architecture. Looking a little out of place is the Old Water Tower, a lone,
but much-loved survivor from the Chicago Fire.

Shop until you drop in the upscale boutiques which line the Mag-
nificent Mile's wide boulevards.

And when it's time to refuel, sink your teeth into a deep dish
pizza — an Old Chicago favourite.

Following the south bank of the Chicago River and winding be-
tween the canyons of glass and steel, the Riverwalk offers a relaxing
change of pace from the downtown bustle.

Still within the Loop is Millennium Park. Once the site of railway
yards and car parks, the area has been transformed into what critics have
hailed as 'the future of parks'. The centrepieces of this visionary space
are the Frank Gehry-designed Jay Pritzker Pavilion and the BP Foot-
bridge. The park showcases a number of public sculptures, including a
futuristic stainless steel archway to the city, Cloud Gate, or as it's affec-
tionately known to locals - "The Bean'.

Just across the road is the Art Institute of Chicago which exterior is
a work of art in itself. Set aside at least a day to explore this treasure-
house of European, American and Asian masterpieces.

There are plenty of treasures to be found outside the Loop. Just to
the west is one of Chicago's hidden gems, the Garfield Park Conserva-
tory, an inner-city haven for nature lovers and a first-date favourite for
Chicago couples.

In nearby Oak Park, step inside Frank Lloyd Wright's home and stu-
dio, where for 20 years he pioneered an entirely new architectural vision
for America. Unity Temple is just a short stroll away. Completed in 1908,
this Lloyd Wright masterpiece is widely regarded as the world's first
modern building.
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While you're in Oak Park, stop by the birthplace of one of Chicago's
most famous sons, Ernest Hemingway. In the nearby museum, fans of
the novelist can read from his childhood diary and original manuscripts.

Down by the Loop's waterfront, the historic Navy Pier offers enter-
tainment for all ages. The pier is also the place to climb aboard one of
the many lake and river cruises on offer.

Just south of Navy Pier, The Field Museum houses over 20 million
specimens from the world of natural history. Say hello to Sue, the largest
and most intact skeleton of a Tyrannosaurus Rex ever unearthed. The
museum might look a little familiar, after all, it was the home base for
Indiana Jones in the blockbuster movie series.

A little further south along the waterfront you'll find the Museum of
Science and Industry — known by generations of school children as 'the
best field trip ever!". Here you'll get to explore the inner workings of man
and machine, and discover the secrets of natural phenomena like torna-
does, lightning and avalanches.

Chicago's largest green space is Lincoln Park, a seven mile stretch
of shoreline which runs north from the Loop. It's home to nature reserves,
a conservatory, and monuments to many of the nation's heroes, including
the park's namesake — Abraham Lincoln. The park also features the Lin-
coln Park Zoo which has been entertaining and educating visitors since
1868. The zoo features two sections specifically designed for children,
and best of all it's free.

The park is also home to the Chicago History Museum. From gang-
sters to baseball, this is the place to visit if you really want to know what
makes this unique city tick.

As the sun sets, Chicago truly lights up. But don't plan on going to
bed early, the city offers some of the best jazz, blues and theatre in
America.

So come on over to Chicago, the memories you'll take away will last
a lifetime - no matter how hard the wind blows [7].
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Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

Chicago oak

Ilinois waterfront
Michigan pioneer
commerce cruises
seize specimens
metropolis unearthed
architecture phenomena
winding tornado
futuristic avalanches
treasure conservatory
haven blues

Task 2. Give the Russian equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1) a showcase of architecture —

2) a much-loved survivor —

3) when it's time to refuel —

4) to sink one’s teeth into a deep dish pizza —

5) to offer a relaxing change of pace from the downtown bustle —

6) the centrepieces of this visionary space —

7) to explore the treasure-house of European, American and Asian
masterpieces —

8) an inner-city haven for nature lovers —

9) to pioneer an entirely new architectural vision for America —

10) the museum houses over 20 million specimens —

11) ‘the best field trip ever’ —
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12) the park's namesake —
13) Chicago truly lights up —

Task 3. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1) npeBpaTuThcsi B COBPEMEHHBI MHPOBOH IIEHTP TOPTOBIU H
KYJIBTYPbI —

2) IBWKUMBIA HEMOKOJICOUMBIM ONTHMHU3MOM H YBEPEHHOCTBIO
B CBOMX CHJIaX —

3) He4TO CperHee MEXIY My3€eM U CheMOYHOH TUTOMIA KON —

4) coBepIuaTh MOKYIKH J0 yIaay B SIUTHBIX OyTHKAX —

5) B mapke mpeacTaBliieHbl MHOTOYHMCIICHHBIE TOPOJICKHE CKYJIbII-
TYpBI —

6) BBLOETUTH XOTS OBI IEHD —

7) CKPBITOE COKPOBHIIIE —

8) mroOuMoe MecTo ISt IEPBOTO CBUIAHUS —

9) OTKPBITH TAWHBI IPUPOIHBIX SBICHUN —

10) ¢ 3axomoM coHIa —

11) BocmOMHHaHUS, KOTOpPBIC BBl yBe3eTe ¢ COOOM, OCTaHyTCs Ha

BCHO JKU3Hb —

Task 4. Translate the following sentences into English, using
vocabulary from the text.

1. IIpaBma, uro Opamxkepero Iapdwin [lapka uaszsiearom ckpoi-
mulm cokposuugem Yuxaeo, i OHa CYUTACTCS OJTHUM U3 JHOOUMBIX MeCH
BIIIOOJICHHBIX MTAPOUEK 0151 NEPB020 COUOAHUA?

2. Korna Yukaro npespamuics 6 cOBpeMeHHblll MUPOBOL YEeHMP
MOp208NU U KYAbmypbl?
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3. TbI ToKE CUMTACIIT, YTO 3TO MECTO MPEJICTABISIET COO0H Heumo
cpedHee MeAHCcOY My3eeM U CbeMOYHOU NIOUAOKOU?

4. C 3axooom cornya Yuxaeo Hauumnaem ceemumvcs nO-HACMOsl-
wemy!

5. S nymaro, 4TO peyHast MPOTYJKa HO380IUN HAM HEMHO20 OMOOX-
HYMb OM 20POOCKOLL CYembl.

6. Tlpemynpenute HAC 3apaHee, KOTIA 3aXOTHTE HOOKPENUmbCs.

Task 5. Study the grammar notes and do the tasks below.

to be worth + smth
Worth is used after verbs such as be, seem, look (as a predicative
adjective). It means ‘having a particular value’, especially in money:
A: | wonder how much the house is worth?
B: About half a million, probably.

to be worth + smth/ doing smth
To be worth doing something is a common expression. It means
that something is useful or important enough to do:
A: I haven't had a reply to my email to Jane. s it worth phoning her,
do you think? (Would it be useful to phone her?)
B: You could try, | suppose. We decided it wasn’t worth going all
the way to London to buy books we could get on the Internet.

to be worth it (idiom)
To be worth it means ‘enjoyable or useful despite the fact that
you have to make an effort’:
It was a long climb to the top of the hill, but the view from
the top was worth it.
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/top

Translate the following sentences.

1. Buepa mbi 00 ynady xoo0uau no 3aumusimM OymuKkam, HO HaIA
9KCKITFO3WBHBIC TOKYIKU CTOST 3TOTO.

2. DTOT yeonok 0as nodumeneil npupoobl, PACNON0NCEHHbIL 6 YEeH-
mpe 20po0d, CTOUT MOCETUTH!

3. Bam cTout gwiderums xomsa Ovi 00uH Oenb, YTOOBI O3HAKO-

MUMbCA € COKPOBUWHUY U e8PONEUCKUX U AMEPUKAHCKUX UleOe8PO8.

4. Ecnu BB OKaxkeTech B UnKaro, BaM 00s3aTEIBHO cnoum nonpo-
bosame nuyyy ¢ gvicokumu bopmuxamu!

5. CKOJIbKO CTOMT 3Ta «IYYULAsL 8 MUPE IKCKYPCUY?

6. He xaieiite nener Ha moe3nky B Uukaro. Bocnomunanus, komo-
pble 8bl ygezeme ¢ coOol, CTOAT 3TOTO!

Task 6. Answer the questions:

1. Where is Chicago situated? How has it changed over the centu-
ries?

2. What consequences did the Great Chicago Fire of 1871 lead to?
Which building was not ruined in the course of the fire?

3. Why is the central business district of Chicago called “The
Loop”? What is the peculiar feature of the streets that are within it?

4. What is the Skydeck and what is special about it?

5. Which district of Chicago is famous for its upscale boutiques?

6. What dish should you definitely taste when you are in Chicago?

7. Why is Millennium Park hailed as 'the future of parks'? Which
iconic sculpture is located there and what is its dubbed name?

8. Which place in Chicago should the nature lovers visit?

9. What places of interest can you visit in Oak Park?

10. Where can you see the skeleton of a Tyrannosaurus Rex? What
is its nickname?
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11. What is the Navy Pier? Why is it a must-see on any visit to
Chicago?

12. What does the Museum of Science and Industry have to offer?

13. How can you entertain yourself in Chicago at night?

Task 7. Find out additional information on the following. Make
a report or a presentation on the chosen topic.

The Great Chicago Fire of 1871
The Art Institute of Chicago
Frank Lloyd Wright

Ernest Hemingway

Abraham Lincoln

2.7. Philadelphia

Pre-reading questions: Did you know that Philadelphia is consid-
ered to be the birthplace of the United States? What is the reason for it?
Did you know that Al Capone spent his first prison sentence in Philadel-
phia? What architectural treasures are located in Philadelphia?

Philadelphia is located in the Northeast of the United States, in be-
tween New York and Washington D.C. The Pennsylvanian city is home
to over one and a half million people and is the nation's fifth largest city.

Philadelphia is considered to be the birthplace of the United States.
It was here that the nation's Declaration of Independence from Britain
was first read publicly back in 1776. The tolling of a two-thousand-
pound bell marked the occasion. The bell has since become a symbol of
freedom and can be admired in the Liberty Bell Centre.
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Philadelphia is also the birthplace of the Constitution, which was
debated eleven years later across the road in the State House, which is
now the Independence Hall.

America's Founding Fathers walked these Old City streets, and the
many heritage buildings in this area are preserved as part of the Inde-
pendence National Historical Park.

While you are at the National Constitution Centre, take in the rol-
licking story of prohibition in the Roaring Twenties. Protest against the
anti-liquor law was fierce and the many arrests threw the justice system
off balance. Perhaps the most infamous bootlegging gangster was Al
'Scarface' Capone, who spent his first prison sentence in the Eastern State
Penitentiary in 1929. The notorious mob leader seems to have made him-
self well at home. Take an audio tour to hear gripping stories that bring
the world-famous jail back to life.

To hear more voices from the city's past, head to the African Amer-
ican Museum. Its audiovisual projections and artifact collection are
aimed at preserving the heritage of African Americans.

Within Washington Square lies the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
of the American Revolution. The city's colonial past is still apparent, but
nowadays Philadelphia is a modern city, with plenty of art, shopping and
culture.

Do as locals do and explore the city by bike or public transport, or
hop on and off a sightseeing bus. Fairmount Park is the city's public back-
yard. It's great for a walk and it showcases many architectural treasures.
Admire outdoor art on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway, or check out the
Smith Memorial Arch, dedicated to the military heroes of the Civil War.
Strike Rocky's pose on the steps of the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Set
upon a hill, the neoclassical building is one of the largest museums in the
country. It has over 200 themed galleries displaying nearly 230,000
paintings, sculptures and objects.
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The Please Touch Museum means play time for the kids. Even tod-
dlers will love this hands-on museum, where they are never hushed. Who
doesn't want to get lost in Wonderland for a while? The interactive dis-
plays in the museum are fun and educational.

Children can also learn a great deal in the Academy of Natural Sci-
ences on Logan Square. Admire the displays of the various species that
roam the far North and take the opportunity to pet live animals. For more
interaction with animals visit the Philadelphia Zoo across the river. Imi-
tate the monkeys, encounter big birds, or admire any of the other wild
residents of America's oldest zoo.

To sample the local food, head straight to the old Reading Terminal
Market. Find out why the locals love their Cheesesteaks so much, or
handpick deli treats from the colorful stalls. For more culinary discover-
ies visit Philadelphia’s Italian Market on Ninth Street. The district's Ital-
ian community was established in the 1880s. Their love for quality food
and organic produce still prevails today.

Philadelphia's climate is very pleasant in springtime and fall. Those
colorful seasons bring out the best of the city, but it's fair to say that
Philadelphia is stunning all year round.

Come to Philly any time you like! You'll soon discover why Philly
is so cherished by Americans [7].

Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

Philadelphia prohibition
roaring liquor
infamous penitentiary
notorious audiovisual
artifact tomb

soldier architectural
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neoclassical academy

species roam
encounter deli
stalls culinary
produce

Task 2. Give the Russian equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9

the birthplace of the United States —

to take in the rollicking story —

infamous bootlegging gangster —

to hop on and off a sightseeing bus —

to showcase many architectural treasures —

a hands-on museum —

to be hushed —

to handpick deli treats from the colorful stalls —
culinary discoveries —

10) it's fair to say —
11) Philadelphia is stunning all year round —
12) to be cherished by Americans —

Task 3. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1) 3BOH KOJIOKOJIA 03HAMEHOBAJ COOBITHE —

2) OTIBI-OCHOBATEIN AMEPUKH —

3) cyxo# 3aKOH B «PEBYIIUE JBA/IIATHIC» —

4) MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIE APECTHI BHIBEITU CHCTEMY TIPABOCY/IUS U3 PaB-

HOBECHA —
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5) mevansHO U3BECTHBIM TIaBa MaQUM —

6) 3aXBaTBIBAIOIINE UCTOPUH —

7) HanpaBlICHHBIH Ha COXpAHCHUE HACTCAMS —

8) m000BaThCSI HCKYCCTBOM Ha OTKPBITOM BO3IYXE —

9) TemaTHuYeCKHE Tajieper, B KOTOPBIX MPEACTABICHBI KAPTHHBI U
CKYJIBITYPBI —

10) momnpo6oBaTh MECTHYIO €Iy —

11) Hx m000Bb K KAYECTBEHHO €716 U OPraHHYECKUM MPOILYKTaM
COXPAHSETCS ¥ CETOJTHS. —

12) DTu Kpaco4HbIC BpEMEHA roja PacKphIBAIOT BCE JIydUIee, YTO
€CTb B TOpoJIe. —

Task 4. Translate the following sentences into English, using
vocabulary from the text.

1. Mooicno cmeno ckazamv, 9T0 amepukanysl 10oam Quiadens-
¢uro sceti dyuiotl.

2. B unTepaktuBHOM My3ee “Please Touch” maxe maneHpkuM Je-
TSIM paspeueno 6ce mpo2ams pyKamu.

3. Kpacounvie spemena co0a packpuléaiom ece ayuuiee, Ymo ecmb
6 2opode. OTHAKO 5 TyMalo, BBl COTJIACUTECH C TEM, UTO Duradenvghus
NpeKpacHa Kpyaavlii 200.

4. Ecnu BBl XOTUTE Y3HAMb 3AX6AMblEAOujUe UCMOPUU O CYXOM 3d-
KOHe 8 «pegyujue 0gadyamviey, TO BBl MOXKETe caenars 310 B Hamwmo-
HanbHOM Llentpe Koncturymuu B @unanenshun.

5. He ynuBHUTENBbHO, YTO MHO2OUUCIEHHbIE APECbl, NPOUCXOOUB-
wiue 80 8peMs Cyxo20 3aKOHA, 8bIGOOUNU CUCIEMY NPABOCYOUs U3 Pas-

HOGBeCU:-l.

Task 5. Study the grammar notes and do the tasks below.
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So that/ in order that or to/ in order t0?

We use so that and in order that to talk about purpose. We often
use them with modal verbs (can, would, will, etc.). So that is far more
common than in order that, and in order that is more formal:

I'll go by car so that | can take more luggage.

We left a message with his neighbour so that e would know we’d
called.

We often leave out that after so in informal situations:

I've made some sandwiches so (that) we can have a snack on the
way.

When referring to the future, we can use the present simple
or will”’ll after so that. We usually use the present simple after in
order that to talk about the future:

I'll post the CD today so that you get it by the weekend. (or ... so
that you will get iz ...)

We will send you a reminder in order that you arrive on time for
your appointment. (or ... so that you arrive on time ... or ... so that you ’l
arrive on time...)

In order to is a subordinating conjunction.

We use in order to with an infinitive form of a verb to express
the purpose of something. It introduces a subordinate clause. It is
more common in writing than in speaking:

[main clause] Mrs Weaver had to work full-time [subordinate
clause] in order to earn a living for herself and her family of five chil-
dren.

We all need stress in order to achieve and do our best work.
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The negative of in order to is in order not to:
They never parked the big van in front of the house in order not
to upset the neighbours.

NB!
We do not use for -ing to say why somebody does something:
I went into the kitchen to wash the dishes. (not for washing)[12]

Translate the following sentences.

1. YtoObl moa1000BATECS HCKYCCTBOM Ha OTKPBITOM BO3yXE, IO-

ceture OynpBap benmxamuna dpaHkinHa.
2. MsI poBOAMM Bac JI0 CaMOTO CTaporo peiHKa Dumanenbhum,

YTOOBI BBl MOTIIH 10NPOO08AHb MECMHYIO €0y WU 8b10pab TIOHPABHB-
HIMICS Jeiukamec ¢ KPaco4HblX NPULAGKOS.

3. B ObIBIIEM 37aHUU TIOPHMBI CO3JIaHa Ay THOIKCKYPCHS ISl TOTO,
YTOOBI TYPUCTBI MOTJIM MOCIYIATh 3AX6AMblEarouue Ucmopuu, TIOBeCT-

BYIOIIIME O COOBITHSIX, paHEe MMPOUCXOSIIINX B €€ CTCHAX.
4. TloToporuTech, 4TOOBI HE MPOITYCTUTE MeMamuyecKue eaiepeu,

6 komopuix npeocmasaero okono 300 TeICAY Kapmun u CKYIbRMYp.
5. Iocerure 300mapk B Punagensdun, 400l BalllM JETH CMOTIH

HOJIF000BATLCS TMKUMH OOMTATENISIMH CTAPEHILEro 300mapka AMEPUKH.
6. Jlus Gonee OBICTPOrO MEPEJBMKEHHUS MO TOPOAY, S TUIAHUPYIO

B34ATb B ApCHAY BCJIOCUIIC.
Task 6. Answer the questions:

1. Where is Philadelphia situated? Why is it considered to be the
birthplace of the United States?

2. What is the name of the most infamous American Prohibition-
era gangster? What is his nickname? Why is he connected with Philadel-
phia? What is the Prohibition-era famous for?
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3. Where would you go to if you wanted to see the heritage of Af-
rican Americans?

4. Which war memorial honouring the soldiers who died during
the American Revolutionary War is situated in Philadelphia?

5. What sights can you admire walking in Fairmount Park?

6. Which places would you visit in Philadelphia to spend time with
children?

7. Why is it recommended to visit Reading Terminal Market and
Italian Market? What is special about them?

8. Which seasons are the best ones to visit Philadelphia and why?

Task 7. Find out additional information on the following. Make
a report or a presentation on the chosen topic.

Declaration of Independence
Al 'Scarface' Capone

The Eastern State Penitentiary
The Roaring Twenties
American Revolutionary War

2.8. Houston

Houston is situated near the Gulf of Mexico, on the bayous and
shorelines of Galveston Bay. It is the most populous city in Texas and
one of the largest cities in the USA. Named after the general who led the
territory to independence from Mexico in 1836, Houston began life as
tiny outpost in America's old west. Just one hundred and twenty-five
years later, the city would become the center for exploring a new frontier
- Space. In fact, the first official words transmitted from the Moon's sur-
face were, "Houston, Tranquility Base here. The Eagle has landed."
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Yet despite Houston's size and star-bound aspirations, this metrop-
olis remains refreshingly down to Earth. And for a city built on the big
business of energy, shipping and aerospace, it is surprisingly cultural too.
Beneath Houston's downtown skyline, the parklands of Discovery Green
are filled with striking public art. While nearby, the Museum District is
home to 18 cultural, historic, and science museums, all within walking
distance of one another. Here you'll find one of the world's great private
art collections. The Menil Collection showcases treasures from antiquity
through to the works of modern masters like Picasso, Warhol and
Rothko. Displayed simply within this Renzo Piano designed gallery, the
collection prides itself on being accessible, friendly and free. Nearby,
continue your journey through the artistic ages at the Museum of Fine
Arts. While just a few blocks away at the Houston Zoo, come face to face
with some of Planet Earth's living treasures. Still within the Museum
District is historic Hermann Park, home to the soaring Pioneer Memorial
and the Reflecting Pool. If Hermann Park is the place Houstonians go to
relax, Memorial Park is the place they go to get active, and back to na-
ture. Set within the park is the Houston Arboretum and Nature Center,
over 150 acres of tranquil forest, meadow, and wetlands habitats.

Flowing gently through the heart of Houston is Buffalo Bayou. At
its mouth rises the San Jacinto Memorial, marking the site where in just
18 minutes, General Sam Houston's army won the Lone Star State its
independence. Nearby, walk the decks of another reminder of past con-
flict, Battleship Texas. Commissioned in 1914 and serving through the
two World Wars, this much-feared, former flagship of the US Navy now
serves a much quieter role - as a museum ship.

Houston's most popular ships of all, however, are its spacecraft.
Don't miss Space Center Houston, where you'll experience humankind's
greatest adventure; from the moon landings, to the International Space
Station, and beyond. One of the reasons NASA chose Houston as the
center for its spaceflight activities is the almost perfect year-round
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weather. But be prepared, it can get hot on the Gulf Coast. When the
temperature rises, cool off at Houston's beaches, water-parks and old-
school fun fairs. Catch the sea breeze at Kemah Boardwalk which serves
up the simple pleasures of yesteryear. Or, hurl through time and space at
the Galveston Historic Pleasure Pier. Meet Houston's coolest residents at
Moody Gardens: this futuristic complex of pyramids houses an aquar-
ium, rainforest, and discovery center, and is a total celebration of our
living planet. When the sun starts to set, take a walk by the gulf. Then
refuel on some fiery Tex Mex cuisine, before launching into another day
in the brightest star in Texas — Houston [7].

Task 1. Read the text, make notes according to the table (Table
1. A Tour About Houston) and discuss the information with your

group.

Table. 1. A Tour About Houston

Houston
His- | Cul- Parks Landmarks Space | Weather | Lei-
tory | ture and Na- | and Attrac- sure
ture tions

Task 2. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

Bayous star-bound
populous Picasso
the Gulf of Mexico Galveston Warhol
Bay Rothko
frontier treasure
tranquility
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Arboretum yesteryear

soaring hurl
meadow fiery
NASA cuisine
site launching

Task 3. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text where they are used. Use them in
the sentences of your own.

1) “open mpuzemnuics” —

2) MpoCTOii / MPU3EMICHHBIN —

3) HaxomACh MOOIU30CTH —

4) Bcero B HECKOJIBKMX KBapTaJlaX —
5) skutenu XbIOCTOHA —

6) pacronoXeHHbI BHYTPH MapKa —
7) ycrbe —

8) wurpatb posb —

9) Boicazaka Ha JIyHny —

10) OCTHITE / OXIIAAUTHCS —

11) spmapku —

12) mopckoit BeTepok —

13) dyepe3 BpeMsi U POCTPAHCTBO —

Task 4. Paraphrase / give synonyms to the following words and
word combinations:

On the shorelines; tiny outpost; the first official words transmitted

from the Moon's surface; downtown skyline; within walking distance;
wetlands habitats; spacecraft; the almost perfect year-round weather; this
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futuristic complex of pyramids houses an aquarium, rainforest, and dis-
covery center; to refuel.

Task 5. Find and translate the imperative structures in the last
paragraph of the text. Write a similar paragraph encouraging tour-
ists to visit your city.

Task 6. Imagine you are a tourist visiting Houston for the first

time. Write a journal entry about your experiences and impres-
sions of the city.
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3. EXTRA PRACTICE

3.1. Grammar exercises on articles,
comparative and superlative forms of adjectives

Task 1. Study the following rules of using articles with geo-
graphical names.

NO ARTICLE:

1) The names of continents, countries, cities, states, provinces, vil-
lages.

2) The names of peninsulas, separate islands and mountains.

3) The names of lakes.

DEFINITE ARTICLE:

1) Names of the countries which include words like republic, state,
kingdom, etc.

2) Rivers, straits, channels, canals, oceans and seas.

3) Groups of islands.

4) Mountain ridges.

5) Deserts.

Complete the sentences with the articles where necessary.

1. Thereare _ twocountriesin __ BritishlIsles: UK
and ____ Irish Republic.

2. __ Great Britainis _____island, not ____ country. It does
not include _ Northern Ireland.

3. highestmountainin___ British Islesis __ Ben Ne-
visin___ Scotland.
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4. longest river in UK is River Severn (220

miles; 350 km) which flows through both _ Walesand ___ Eng-
land.

5. first"humans" arrivedin__ BritishIslesalmost
million years ago.

6. Snowdonlilyis____ flowerfoundonlyin__ moun-
tainsof __ Wales.

7. USAort__ United Statesof _ Americais
second largest countryon __ North American continent - after
Canada.

8. Alaskaisabitmorethantwice __ sizeof __ Texas
and fourtimes __ sizeof _ California.

9.  Alabamais___ onlystate withall ___ major natural
resources neededtomake __ ironand ____ steel.

10._ Hawaii is _____ only state that is _____ archipelago,
____chainof __ islands situated in ___ central Pacific Ocean.

11.  Washingtonis ___ only state named after _ presi-
dent,  George Washingtonwhowas ____ first presidentof
United States.

12, South Dakotais ___ only state that houses  geo-
graphic center of _ entire US.,,near _ townof _ Belle
Fourche.

Choose the correct answers and add articles where necessary.

Crater Lake Pacific Ocean

North America Wales

Ben Nevis Mississippi

Yorkshire North Sea

English Channel Severn

South Dakota Appalachian Mountains
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1. What do you have to cross to travel from England to France?....
2. Where is Mount Rushmore Situated? ..........ccocvvvriereneniesienennns
3. Which river flows through the USA? ...
. Of which country is Cardiff the capital? .........ccccceoveveievrciennnn,
. Which sea separates England from EUrope? ...........ccccvenerenenn.
6. On which continent is America situated? ...........ccccoevveveverivncennns
7. Which is the highest mountain in the UK? .........c.ccccoevviviieinnene.
8. What ocean separates America from Asia? .........ccecevvvvveiciennas
9. Which is the longest river in the UK? ........c.ccooiiiiiinincicn,
10. What lake is the deepest in the USA? ...
11. What mountains extend from Canada to the centre of the US?...

[Sa T 5

12. Which is the largest county of the UK? ..........ccooeviiiinciens

Task 2. Study the ways of making comparative and superlative
forms of adjectives.

COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVES

1. One-syllable adjectives — add -er: oldER, longER.

2. One-syllable adjectives ending in one vowel and one
consonant — double the consonant and add -er: bigGER, wetTER.

3. One- or two-syllable adjectives ending in -y — delete the -y and
add -ier: funnlER, friendllER.

4. Adjectives with two or more syllables — put more before the ad-
jectives: more interesting, more dangerous.

5. Some irregular adjectives: good — better, bad — worse, far — far-
ther/further, little — less.

SUPERLATIVE ADJECTIVES:
1. One-syllable adjectives — add -est: oldEST, longEST.
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2. One-syllable adjectives ending in one vowel and one
consonant — double the consonant and add -est: bigGEST, wetTTEST.

3. One- or two-syllable adjectives ending in -y — delete the -y and
add -iest: funnlEST, friendlIEST.

4. Adjectives with two or more syllables — put the most before the
adjectives: the most interesting, the most dangerous.

5. Some irregular adjectives: good — the best, bad — the worst, far —
the farthest/furthest, little — the least.

Study the data and make up 12 sentences with the comparative
form of adjectives. You can use any facts from the table (Table 2.

Geographical Features of the UK and the USA).

Table 2. Geographical Features of the UK and the USA

The United Kingdom The United States
Location Western Europe, islands | North America, bordering
- including the northern | both the North Atlantic
one-sixth of the island of | Ocean and the North Pacific
Ireland - between the | Ocean, between Canada
North Atlantic Ocean | and Mexico
and the North Sea;
northwest of France
Geographic | 54 00N, 2 00 W 38 00N, 97 00 W
coordinates
Map Europe North America
references
Area total: 243,610 sq km total: 9,833,517 sq km
land: 241,930 sq km land: 9,147,593 sq km
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Table 2 (continued)

The United Kingdom

The United States

water: 1,680 sq km

note 1: the percentage
area breakdown of the
four UK countries is:
England 53%, Scotland
32%, Wales 9%, and
Northern Ireland 6%

note 2: includes Rock-
all and the Shetland Is-
lands, which are part of
Scotland

water: 685,924 sq km

note: includes only the 50
states and District of Co-
lumbia, no overseas territo-
ries

Land
boundaries

total: 499 km

border countries
(1): Ireland 499 km

total: 12,002 km

border countries (5): Can-
ada 8,891 km (including
2,475 km with Alaska),
Mexico 3,111 km

note: US Naval Base at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba is
leased by the US and is
part of Cuba; the base
boundary is 28.5 km

Coastline

12,429 km

19,924 km

Climate

temperate; moderated by
prevailing southwest

mostly temperate, but tropi-
cal in Hawaii and Florida,
arctic in Alaska,
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Table 2 (continued)

The United Kingdom The United States
winds over the North At- | semiarid in the great plains
lantic Current; more | west of the Mississippi

than one-half of the days
are overcast

River, and arid in the Great
Basin of the southwest; low
winter temperatures in the
northwest are ameliorated
occasionally in January and
February by warm chinook
winds from the eastern
slopes of the Rocky Moun-
tains

Terrain mostly rugged hills and | vast central plain, moun-
low mountains; level to | tains in west, hills and low
rolling plains in east and | mountains in east; rugged
southeast mountains and broad river

valleys in Alaska; rugged,
volcanic topography in Ha-
waii

Elevation highest point: Ben Ne- | highest point: Denali

extremes vis 1,345 m 6,190 m (Mount McKin-

lowest point: The Fens
-4 m

mean elevation: 162 m

ley) (highest point in North
America)

lowest point: Death Valley
(lowest point in North
America) -86 m

mean elevation: 760 m
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Table 2 (continued)

The United Kingdom The United States
Land use agricultural land: 71% | agricultural land: 44.5%
(2018 est.) (2018 est.)
arable land: 25.1% arable land: 16.8% (2018
(2018 est.) est.)
permanent crops: 0.2% | permanent crops: 0.3%
(2018 est.) (2018 est.)
permanent pasture: permanent pasture: 27.4%
45.7% (2018 est.) (2018 est.)
forest: 11.9% (2018 forest: 33.3% (2018 est.)
est.)
other: 17.1% (2018 other: 22.2% (2018 est.)
est.)
Natural winter windstorms; | tsunamis; volcanoes; earth-
hazards floods quake activity around Pa-

cific Basin; hurricanes
along the Atlantic and Gulf
of Mexico coasts; tornadoes
in the Midwest and South-
east; mud slides in Califor-
nia; forest fires in the west;
flooding; permafrost in
northern Alaska, a major

impediment to development
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Make up the superlative forms of the adjectives and adverbs
given.

1. Thel0 (high) mountains in England are all in the Lake
District.

2. The 3 km Tay Bridge in Scotland is the (long) bridge
in the British Isles.

3. The (deep) lake is Loch Morar in Scotland. It's 310
meters deep.

4. The (small) city is St. David's in Wales. Less than
2,000 people live there.

5. London Underground is the (old) tube network in the
world. It opened in 1863.

6. Atits (wide) the United Kingdom is 300 miles (500
km) across.

7. Mauna Kea, which is located in the Hawaii Islands, is the

(tall) mountain in the world — technically speaking. Although

its visible top is only 4,205 feet above sea level, it measures over 32,000
feet from the seafloor.

8. Death Valley receives the (little) amount of rain on the
continent and is also the (low) point in the United States,
measuring -279 feet below sea level.

9. The US is made up of 50 states, with the (small) state
being Rhode Island at 1,545 square miles, and the (large) be-
ing Alaska at 663,268 square miles.

10.Lake Superior, which borders Canada and the United States, is
not only the (big) of the five great lakes but is also the

(large) fresh water lake in the world.
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3.2. Pronunciation exercises on geographical names

Task 1. Read the article and answer the questions. What do you
think about names being so difficult to pronounce? Are there any
names like this in your language?

Frome Tops List of Most Difficult to Pronounce Place Names
in the UK

24 September 2019

A market town in Somerset has topped a list of the 10 most difficult-
to-pronounce place names in the UK.

Frome is the most mispronounced town in England, according to a
team of linguists behind a language learning app. Ballachulish in Scot-
land, Beaulieu in Hampshire and Woolfardisworthy in Devon also made
the top 10. The list's makers said British English was "famous for some
of the most confusing pronunciations on earth™.

'How do you say?": The Top 10 'most difficult' place names

Frome, Somerset, England
Ballachulish, Highland, Scotland
Godmanchester, Cambridgeshire, England
Omagh, County Tyrone, Northern Ireland
Woolfardisworthy, Devon, England
Beaulieu, Hampshire, England
Bicester, Oxfordshire, England
Ynysybwl, Cwm Clydach, RCT, Wales
Rampisham, Dorset, England
Quernmore, Lancashire, England
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Source: Babbel

The name Frome is thought to come from the ancient Brythonic
word "ffraw". It means fair, fine or brisk, and describes the flow of the
river that runs through the town, which dates to the 7th Century.

Paul Wynne, of Frome Town Council, said the name was most com-
monly mispronounced as rhyming with "home". He said: "We're not a
town that toes the line. Now it seems that even the way we pronounce
Frome is different too. Ours is the right way, obviously. We always know
who is new to the town by the way they pronounce Frome.

Tourists 'struggle’

"But this is a good thing, as it's easy for us identify and welcome
newcomers, who are then immediately part of the community.” Kent
Barker, owner of Eight Stony Street wine bar and restaurant in the town,
said: "It doesn't surprise me at all. We have a lot of tourists who visit in
the summer, and certainly the majority struggle with the name. "Probably
more the Mediterranean visitors and all the Americans get it wrong. But
I love them being here and don't mind what they call it as long as they
come and visit Frome."

There are two places in Devon called Woolfardisworthy - both
equally difficult to pronounce. Woolfardisworthy in Devon also featured
on the list, but which one? There are two places in Devon called Wool-
fardisworthy.

Woolfardisworthy West - the bigger of the two Woolfardisworthys
near Bideford - has adopted the easier to say version of its name
Woolsery. However post office manager Andy Fryatt said people some-
times still struggled to pronounce the shortened version. "When you
know it and you use it every day, then obviously you wonder why people
can't (say it), especially with the shortened version," he said.

151



Longer name

"Mayhbe it is just something that gets lost in translation over the tel-
ephone, or people just don't hear properly, or they think it is something
that is spelt wrong and they are pronouncing it correctly."

The smaller Woolfardisworthy east near Crediton has kept the
longer version of its name. The two villages are just over an hour apart,
and Alison Evans, who runs two holiday rentals in the village, said peo-
ple used to get the two places confused. "Thank God for postcodes,"” she
said, adding that sat navs now meant people usually navigated to the cor-
rect Woolfardisworthy.

Ms Evans said she had been living there for 25 years, which was not
that long in local terms. "When we first arrived people would look at you
blankly if you said Woolfarisworthy (phonetically)," she said.

Another place on the list, Babergh in Suffolk, is apparently so hard
to pronounce that the district town council is planning to rename it at a
cost of £10,000. Council leader John Ward said: "Babergh has a proud
history but we know that people from further afield are often unaware of
exactly where Babergh is and even struggle over its pronunciation.”

The top 10 has been compiled by the creators of language app Bab-
bel. One of its editors, Ted Mentele, said: "British English is famous for
some of the most confusing pronunciations on earth. "The main reason
that these are difficult to pronounce is that they're not spelled phoneti-
cally - there are a lot of silent letters and letters that are pronounced dif-
ferently depending on where they are in the word. Many people in the
UK, particularly locals to these areas, have grown up hearing these
names and naturally don't find them so hard to get their tongues around.
Others attempt to pronounce them as they're spelled, and without know-
ing the origins of the word, can get it far from correct [14]."
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How to pronounce the place names in the top 10

Frome — "Froom"

Ballachulish — "Ball - a - hoolish™
Godmanchester — 'Godmunchester' (Gumster has also been offered as
an alternative, but now little-used, pronunciation)
Omagh — "Oh-ma"

Woolfardisworthy — "Woolzery"

Beaulieu — "Bew-lee"

Bicester — "Bister"

Ynysybwl — "An-is-abull"

Rampisham — "Ran-som"

Quernmore — "Kwor-mer"

Try to find British towns in the wordsearch (Figure 4.
Wordsearch) based on the way they are pronounced. If stuck, look
at the key at the back of the book!

/"bakfar/ / nortf/
/"bakmom/ /' po:tsmab/
/'daram/ /reddm/
/"' glostar/ / sa:1zbari/
/ grentt// /totnom/
/"heemp/or/ /"worik/
/'lestar/ / wosta/
/'jo:kfar/
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Yy X P CNLWS B J GP Y NV F E |
Oy O vV H K I NUXGDF F HTQ
RS RWARW I CKCIKIR Z S B OQ
K AT oMQT QAL P KV NNETD
S L §$ R JEXNNI DI I N F R T D
H I mCc ™ I J L UDWUBICNIXK E Y
I §$ O EGRE ENW I CHEGS NH
R B U S P I L E I C€CE S T EURHHR
EUTTGREADI NGAEZK I AW
I R H EDIKANORWI CHZRI RMM
N Y B RMBMHAMPS H I R EEB O
G L OuC&E ST ERDWURMHAMEH

Find the following words in the puzzle.
Words are hidden = Jy and

Figure 4. Wordsearch

Study the list of American states (Table 3. The States of Amer-
ica) and practice saying them aloud. Are there any names the pro-
nunciation of which surprised you?

Extra task: search for commonly mispronounced names of
American cities and towns and share with the groupmates.

Table 3. The States of America

Alabama / &la' bemoa/ D Montana /mon 'tena/
Alaska /o' leesko/ D Nebraska /na'braska/
Arizona / &er1'zovna/ D Nevada /na'veeda -va:-/
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alabama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaska
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nebraska
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nevada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English

Table 3 (continued)

Arkansas /' a:rkonso:/ New _ /" heemp|ar/
- Hampshire
California / keelo'fo:rnjo/ ] New Jersey |/ ,nu: 'd3:.zi/
Colorado &mdoo - New Mexico {ﬁszIkOUI
Connecticut /ka'netikot/ ] New York |/, nu: ‘jo:rk/
Delaware / delower/ N No_rth- /no_re

Carolina kaera'laina/
Florida /' florida/ ] North Dakota [|/no:r0 da'kouta/
Georgia /'d30:rdze/ ] Ohio /o' har.ou/
Hawaii /ha'war.i/ ] Oklahoma / .ouklo"hovma/
Idaho /' ardohou/ ] Oregon /'prigan, -qon/
llinois / 1l1"nor/ ] Pennsylvanial|/ pensil'vernia/
Indiana / 1indi'a&na/ ] Rhode Island ||/ roud- 'ar.land/
lowa [ar.owel ] South [savh
- Carolina keera'laina/
Kansas /'kanzas/ ] South Dakota |[/sau6 da'kouta/
Kentucky [Kon 'taki/ ] Tennessee  ||/.teni'si:/
Louisiana /lui:zi' a&ena/ ] Texas /'teksas/
Maryland /' merilond/ ] Vermont /var'mpont/
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arkansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Hampshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Hampshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colorado
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Connecticut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_(state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delaware
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Dakota
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_(U.S._state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oklahoma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idaho
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illinois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhode_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iowa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Dakota
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kentucky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tennessee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vermont
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English

Table 3 (continued)

Massachusetts |/, maeso tfu:sits/ Virginia /va'dzmnjo/
Michigan /' mifigan/ ] Washington ||/'wa:[igton/
Minnesota /. mina 'souta/ West Virginia / ,v?fest _
E— Vo dzin.jof
Mississippi / misa 'sipi/ ] Wisconsin  ||/wi'skonsin/
Missouri /m1’ zvori/ ] Wyoming /war' oomin/

3.3. How to Make a Report on the Topic “Cities”

Report
Living in Milton Keynes
(cf. Figure 5. Milton Keynes plan [15])

B 1o

Figure 5. Milton Keynes Plan
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_(state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minnesota
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisconsin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wyoming
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English

Introduction

This report describes the town of Milton Keynes. It gives some in-
formation about the history of the town and some of its features and fa-
cilities, and includes a personal view of what it is like to live there.

1

In the 1960s, town planners wanted to encourage people to move
out of London. Their idea was to create a modern, efficient town with
good facilities that would be easy to travel around and healthy to live in.
So, the “new town” of Milton Keynes was built in the south-east of Eng-
land.

2

The town now has a population of around 250,000. Wide, straight
roads join the different living districts, with many lakes and green spaces
between them. The centre is a business and shopping district. In terms of
transport, Milton Keynes is particularly well-connected; it is near the Ml
motorway and is mid-way between London, Birmingham, Oxford, and
Cambridge.

3

In general, it is a town that is easy to walk or cycle around. For those
who enjoy more challenging sports, there are some superb facilities.
These include Treetop Extreme, the biggest “high rope” adventure
course in the UK, and Snozone, an indoor real snow slope where you can
learn to ski and snowboard.

4_

Milton Keynes was the first place in the UK to have a multiscreen
cinema, and there is also a large concert venue called The Bowl. It has
an international orchestra and over 200 works of public art - it is
particularly famous for the sculpture of concrete cows.

Conclusion
To sum up, it seems that . Some people feel that new towns
lack atmosphere and a sense of community, but the majority of residents
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here are proud of their town. “Things teird to be more modern and
spectacular in Milton Keynes than anywhere else,” says Simon Clawson,
who has lived there since he was four years old. On balance, the planners
of the 1960s have achieved their aims [16].

Task 1. Read the introduction to the report. What is it going to
cover?

Task 2. Read the rest of the report. With a partner, match the
headings to paragraphs 1-4.

Activities Culture History Present day

Task 3. Tick (V) the kinds of information that are mentioned in
the main paragraphs of the report.

what the town planners wanted to achieve
transport connections

the cost of accommodation

the size of the town

things to see

the layout of the town

things to do

where people work

Task 4. Choose the best option to complete the conclusion of the
report.

some people aren’t happy living in Milton Keynes
the new town of Milton Keynes has been a success
Milton Keynes has the best facilities in the UK
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Task 5. Match the adjectives used to describe places and their
meanings from Table 4. Adjectives.

Table 4. Adjectives

Vibrant very old; having existed for a very long time

Run-down not interesting; making you feel tired and impa-
tient

Unspoilt full of people moving about in a busy way

Touristy very pleasant or attractive

Neglected belonging to the present time, modern

Thriving, prosper- containing people of different types or from dif-

ous, flourishing ferent countries, and influenced by their culture

Picturesque having a lot of people or too many people

Derelict full of life and energy; active and enthusiastic

Crowded pretty, especially in a way that looks old-fash-
ioned

Charming attracting or designed to attract a lot of tourists

Shabby in very bad condition; that has not been taken
care of

Bustling full of life and energy

Cosmopolitan famous and respected

Overrated beautiful because it has not been changed or
built on

Scenic given too high an opinion

Boring rich, strong and successful

Contemporary (of buildings, clothes, objects, etc.) in poor con-
dition because they have been used a lot

Renowned (especially of land or buildings) not used or
cared for and in bad condition

Ancient having beautiful natural scenery

Lively not receiving enough care or attention

159



Task 6. You have been asked to write a report for an English
language magazine on life in a modern city. Plan the content.
Decide...

1) which city you are going to write about;

2) what headings you can use to divide up your report;

3) what information to include under each heading;

4) the aim and content of the introduction.

Task 7. Write 140-190 words, including an introduction, and
three or four paragraphs with headings. Summarize the main
point(s) in your conclusion.

Use a neutral / formal style, and use expressions from Useful
language.

Useful language

Introductions and conclusions:
This report describes... / The purpose of this report is to...
To sum up / To conclude / In conclusion

To introduce a topic:

In terms of (transport)...

To emphasize sth:

(Milton Keynes) is particularly / especially (well positioned)

To generalize:

In general / Generally speaking,

(it's a town that's easy to walk around) On balance,... / On the
whole,...

The majority of / Most (residents)... Things tend to be / are usually...
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3.4. The USA Cities Nicknames

Match the city and its nickname based on the description.

New York Denver, Colorado
Montgomery, Alabama Atlanta, Georgia
Phoenix, Arizona Honolulu, Hawaii
Sacramento, California Chicago, Illinois

San Francisco, California Boston, Massachusetts
Los Angeles, California Nashville, Tennessee
San Diego, California Seattle, Washington

a. City of Angels

*** js widely recognized as the “City of Angels.” This nickname,
derived from its Spanish translation, reflects the city’s name and pays
homage to its full title, “El Pueblo de Nuestra Sefiora la Reina de los
Angeles del Rio de Porcitincula,” meaning “The Town of Our Lady the
Queen of Angels of the Porciuncula River.”

b. The Golden City

This nickname pays homage to the city’s historical ties to the Cali-
fornia Gold Rush of the mid-19th century, during which the city experi-
enced a rapid influx of fortune seekers in search of gold.

c. The Emerald City

This enchanting nickname pays homage to ***’s lush greenery, sur-
rounded by forests and parks, as well as the city’s eco-conscious initia-
tives. The title “The Emerald City” conjures images of natural beauty,
sustainability, and a vibrant urban landscape nestled in the heart of the
Pacific Northwest. ***’s nickname reflects its reputation as a haven for
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outdoor enthusiasts, a hub of innovation, and a cultural melting pot where
creativity thrives.

d. The Big Peach

*** is playfully referred to as “The Big Peach.” This nickname is a
nod to ***’s famous fruit, the peach, and adds a touch of Southern charm
and whimsy to ***’s identity. The moniker emphasizes ***’s signifi-
cance as a major city in the South, known for its rich history, diverse
culture, and bustling metropolitan vibe.

e. Beantown

*** is famously referred to as “Beantown.” This endearing nick-
name dates back to colonial times when *** was a hub for baked beans,
a popular dish in the region. The nickname “Beantown” reflects ***’s
culinary history, emphasizing its cultural roots and traditions. Over time,
it has evolved into a symbol of local pride and identity, capturing the
city’s historic charm and vibrant character.

f. The Big Apple

**%* state is America’s top apple grower, after the state of Washing-
ton, but ***’s nickname has nothing to do with fruit production. In fact,
the Big Apple moniker first gained popularity in connection with
horseracing. Around 1920, *** newspaper reporter John Fitz Gerald,
whose beat was the track, heard African-American stable hands in New
Orleans say they were going to “the big apple,” a reference to ***, whose
race tracks were considered big-time venues. Fitz Gerald soon began
making mention of the Big Apple in his newspaper columns. In the
1930s, jazz musicians adopted the term to indicate *** was home to big-
league music clubs. However, it wasn’t until a tourism campaign in the
1970s that the nickname came to be synonymous with ***,
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g. Cradle of the Confederacy

*#% is often referred to as the “Cradle of the Confederacy.” This
nickname reflects ***’s historical significance as the first capital of the
Confederate States of America during the Civil War. The moniker un-
derscores the city’s role in the formation and early governance of the
Confederacy, highlighting its place in American history during a pivotal
period.

h. The City of Trees

*#* is often affectionately called “The City of Trees.” This nick-
name highlights the abundance of trees that line the streets and adorn the
parks of ***. It showcases the city’s commitment to urban forestry and
its lush greenery, making it a refreshing and vibrant place to live and
visit.

i. The Music City

*** has earned the well-deserved nickname “The Music City.” This
iconic moniker reflects the city’s deep-rooted connection to music, par-
ticularly country music, and its status as a major center for music pro-
duction and performance. ***’s vibrant music scene, legendary music
venues, and rich musical history have solidified its reputation as a cul-
tural hub where artists and music lovers converge. The nickname encap-
sulates ***’s rhythmic soul, creative energy, and enduring legacy as a
mecca for all things musical.

j- Mile High City

*#* is commonly known as the “Mile High City.” This nickname
stems from the city’s elevation of exactly one mile above sea level, giv-
ing it the distinction of being situated at a high altitude. The moniker
highlights ***’s unique geographical position and serves as a point of
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pride for residents, symbolizing the city’s lofty status and setting it apart
as a destination that quite literally stands above the rest.

k. The Windy City

*** is famously known as “The Windy City.” This iconic nickname
has its origins in the city’s reputation for blustery winds that sweep off
Lake Michigan, shaping its weather patterns and urban landscape. While
the name originally referred to the city’s weather conditions, it has come
to symbolize ***’s vibrant energy, resilience, and dynamic spirit. The
moniker “The Windy City” captures the bustling atmosphere, cultural
diversity, and lively pace of life that define this metropolis in the heart
of the Midwest.

I. Big Pineapple

*** s sometimes humorously called the “Big Pineapple.” This play-
ful nickname draws a fun parallel between *** and the tropical fruit that
is often associated with the region —the pineapple. While not as com-
monly used as other nicknames for ***, such as the “Crossroads of the
Pacific” or “Sheltered Bay,” referring to it as the “Big Pineapple” adds a
quirky and light-hearted touch to the city’s persona, highlighting its roots
and laid-back island vibe in a creative way.

m. Valley of the Sun

*#%* is often called the “Valley of the Sun.” This nickname captures
the city’s reputation for its abundant sunshine and warm climate. It re-
flects the sunny and inviting nature of ***, highlighting its status as a
place known for clear skies, bright days, and a warm desert atmosphere.

n. America’s Finest City
*** is often affectionately referred to as “America’s Finest City.”
This nickname encapsulates the city’s reputation for its idyllic weather,
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stunning coastal views, vibrant culture, and high quality of life. It reflects
the overall charm, beauty, and desirability of *** as a top destination in
the United States, offering a mix of beaches, parks, attractions, and a
laid-back lifestyle that sets it apart as a premier place to live and visit
[17].

3.5. The UK Cities Nicknames

Use your background knowledge and try to guess which of the
cities the following nicknames belong to.

1. Cottonopolis, Capital of the North, Rainy City, Warehouse city,
The Second City, Mancunia

a. Manchester

b. Wakefield

c. Milton Keynes

2. Dear Green Place, Second City of the Empire, Shipbuilding
capital of the world, Red Clydeside

a. Colchester

b. Glasgow

c. Lancaster

3. Ireland's Second Capital, The World in One City, The Capital
of North Wales, The World Capital of Pop, Scouseland

a. Norwich

b. Salisbury

c. Liverpool
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4. Britain's Detroit, City of Peace and Reconciliation, City of three
spires, Motor City

a. Coventry

b. St Albans

c. Bristol

5. Energy Capital of Europe, Furryboots City, The Granite City,
Oil Capital of Scotland

a. Derby

b. Worcester

c. Aberdeen

6. Athens of the North, Auld Reekie (Scots for Old Smoky)
a. Edinburgh

b. Perth

c. Dundee

7. The Great Wen, The Smoke / The Big Smoke / The Old Smoke,
Moscow on Thames

a. Cambridge

b. London

c. Bath

8. Brum, City of a Thousand Trades, Venice of the North, Work-
shop of the world

a. Leicester

b. Birmingham

c. Gloucester

9. Queen of the Midlands, Robin Hood Country, City of Caves
a. Canterbury

166



b. Portsmouth
c. Nottingham

10. Capital of the North, Gothic City, Knightsbridge of the North,
London of the North, Motorway City of the Seventies

a. Leeds

b. Plymouth

c. Westminster

3.6. The UK Geography Quiz

1. Name the highest mountain in the UK.

2. Yr Wyddfa is the Welsh name for what?

3. What is the largest gorge in the UK?

4. What are the white cliffs of Dover made of?

5. Which range of hills is commonly referred to as the ‘backbone of
England’?

6. Where the Sperrin mountains can be found?

7. Cairngorms National Park means ‘Blue Hills National Park’ in
Gaelic — True or False?

8. What is the name of the interlocking basalt columns found on the
coast of County Antrim, Northern Ireland?

9. Scafell Pike is a mountain located in which national park?

10. What is the name of the area of rolling hills mainly found in
Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire?

11. Which river runs along the border of England and Scotland?

12. Which two rivers meet in Tewkesbury?

13. Which canal runs from Birmingham to London?

14. Which river is also known as the River Isis in Oxford?

15. Which is the largest lake in the British Isles?
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16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

Where would you find the highest canal in Britain?

What is the name of the largest artificial lake in the UK?

What is the longest river in Scotland?

The Firth of Forth is a fjord. True or false?

Name the sea off the east coast of Britain.

In which county will you find Land’s End?

What is the largest historical county in the UK?

In which county will you find Sherwood Forest?

East Anglia is home to which two historic counties?

In which county would you find the Jurassic Coast?

Kirkwall is found in which island county?

Name an English county that borders Wales.

What is the collective name for the counties closest to London?
In which county would you find the town of Llanfairpwllgwyn-

gyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch?

30.

In which county would you find Bishop Auckland, Chester-Le-

Street, and Barnard Castle?

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

What is the capital of Scotland?
What is the second-largest city in England?
Croxteth, Kirkdale, and Dingle are areas of which English city?
What was the first capital of England?
Newport, Bangor, and St. Davids are cities in which country?
Douglas is the capital of which island?
What is the smallest city by area in the UK?
Name a UK city that is four letters long.
Which is further west — Bristol or Edinburgh?
What is the capital of Wales?
Which countries make up Great Britain?
In which national park would you find the villages of

Brockenhurst, Beaulieu, and Godshill?

43.

There is a village in Scotland called Lost. True or false?
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44. Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney, and Sark are collectively known as
what?

45. Name the islands just off the coast of Cornwall.

46. Which neolithic site is located near the city of Salisbury?

47. What is the oldest national park in the UK?

48. What does AONB stand for?

49. How many tube lines are there in London?

50. What is the most populous city in Scotland?

51. Which is the largest public park in the UK?

52. Where would you find Britain’s only hot springs?

53. What Roman wall was built near the border of England and
Scotland?

54. What are ‘the Broads’ in Norfolk?

a) Inland waterways

b) Hills

¢) Canals

d) Marshland

55. What is the largest lake in the Lake District?

a) Ullswater

b) Buttermere

c¢) Grasmere

d) Windermere

56. What are the Brecon Beacons?

a) mountain range

b) islands

c) waterfalls

d) lighthouses

57. Where in England is the Black Country?

a) Northumberland

b) Yorkshire

c) Midlands

d) Cumbria
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58. What are the Fens, found in eastern England?
a) river valley

b) reclaimed marshland

c) tin mine

d) mountain range

59. What are ‘The Needles’?

a) lowland hills

b) freshwater lakes

¢) row of chalk stacks

d) coastal path

60. The Humber estuary is located between which two counties?
a) North Yorkshire and Lincolnshire

b) East Riding and Lincolnshire

¢) North Yorkshire and Durham

d) East Riding and South Yorkshire [18]

3.7. The USA Geography Quiz

. What is the name of the smallest US state?

. What ocean borders the state of Florida?

. What US states share a border with Mexico?

. What is the name of the longest river in the US?

. What is the name of the tallest mountain in the US?

. What is the lowest point of the US?

. What are the names of the five Great Lakes?

. What is the name of the flattest state in the US?

. What two states do not share a border with any other US state?
10. What state is Mount Rushmore located in?

11. What is the name of the largest lake in the US?

12. In what state would you find the North Mojave Desert?
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13. What is the coldest state in the US?

14. How many US states share a border with Canada?

15. What is the largest bay in the US?

16. What city is the White House located in?

17. How many time zones are there in the US?

18. Which US state is known as The Garden State?

19. What state has the fewest counties?

20. Which state was purchased from Russia in 18677

21. What state is known as The Heart of Dixie?

22. What is the name of the only living coral barrier reef in the con-
tinental United States?

23. What state is known as The First State?

24. How many total islands does Hawaii have?

25. What state is the Statue of Liberty in?

26. What’s the least populated state?

27. What is the largest state in landmass?

28. Which state has the highest population density (people per
square mile)?

29. What is the westernmost state capital in the mainland United
States?

30. Which two states share borders with eight other states each?

31. What is the deepest lake in the United States?

32. Which popular tourist attraction is Arizona known for?

33. Which animal is featured on the state flag of California?

34. What is the name of Colorado’s mountain range?

35. Name the capital of Florida.

36. Name the U.S State nicknamed as “The Land of 10,000 Lakes”.

37. Which U.S. state has the highest number of endangered species?

38. Which place has 43 buildings with their own zip code?

39. What is the only state to border just one other state?
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40. Which two states donated land for the creation of Washington
D.C?

41. Which river flows through the great Canyon?

42. What state is bordered by Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, New
Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming?

43. Which of the Great Lakes is located entirely within the U.S.
border?

44. What national park spreads across Wyoming, Montana, and
Idaho?

45. Which river ended up flowing backwards after three earthquakes
in the 1800s?

46. What is New York City’s nickname?

47. How many large islands make up the main islands of Hawaii?

48. What is the largest island on Lake Superior called?

49. Which two lakes are connected by Niagara Falls?

50. What desert is Las Vegas located in?

51. How many countries does the US share land borders with?

52. What American city is the Golden Gate Bridge located in?

53. What’s the third-largest US state?

54. Which mountain range in eastern North America is about 480
million years old?

55. What was the temporary US capital from 1790 to 1800?

56. What state is called ‘The First State’?

57. Which National Forest was created across 5 counties in Arkan-
sas by President Roosevelt in 1908?

58. Which state has rivers forming its complete east and west bor-
ders?

59. What’s the name of the official river of Indiana?

60. Alabama is known as the Yellowhammer State, Heart of Dixie,
and the Cotton State. What is a Yellowhammer [19]?
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3.8. Check Yourself 1

Answers to the UK Geography Quiz

. Ben Nevis (stands at 1,345m)
. Mount Snowdon

. Cheddar Gorge

. Chalk

. The Pennines

. Northern Ireland

. True

. Giant’s Causeway

. Lake District National Park

. The Cotswolds

. Tweed

. Severn and Avon
. Grand Union

. River Thames

. Lough Neagh

. Wales — the Pontcysllyte Aqueduct in Wrexham

. Kielder Water in Northumberland
. River Tay

. True

. North Sea

. Cornwall

. Yorkshire

. Nottinghamshire

. Norfolk and Suffolk

. Dorset

. Orkney

. Cheshire, Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, or Shropshire
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28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.

Home Counties
Anglesey

County Durham
Edinburgh
Birmingham
Liverpool
Winchester

Wales

Isle of Man

City of London

Bath, Hull, and York
Edinburgh

Cardiff

England, Scotland, Wales
New Forest

True

The Channel Islands
Isles of Scilly
Stonehenge

Peak District

Area of Natural Beauty
11

Glasgow

Windsor Great Park
Bath

Hadrian’s Wall

a) Inland waterways
d) Windermere

a) mountain range

c) Midlands

b) reclaimed marshland
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59. ¢) row of chalk stacks
60. b) East Riding and Lincolnshire

3.9. Check Yourself 2
Answers to the USA Geography Quiz

. Rhode Island

. Atlantic Ocean

. California, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas
. Missouri River

. Mount McKinley

. Death Valley

. Superior, Ontario, Erie, Michigan, Huron
. Florida

. Hawaii and Alaska

. South Dakota

. Lake Superior

. Nevada

. Alaska

.13

. The Chesapeake Bay
. Washington, D.C.

.6

. New Jersey

. Delaware

. Alaska

. Alabama

. The Florida Reef

. Delaware
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24.
25.
26.
217.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.

132

New Jersey

Wyoming

Alaska

Washington, D.C.
Salem in Oregon
Missouri and Tennessee
Crater Lake in Oregon
The Grand Canyon

A bear

The Rocky Mountains
Tallahassee

Minnesota

Hawaii

Manhattan, NY City
Maine

Maryland and Virginia
Colorado River
Colorado

Lake Michigan
Yellowstone National Park
The Mississippi River
The Big Apple

8

Isle Royale

Lake Erie and Lake Ontario
The Mojave Desert
Two

San Francisco
California

The Appalachian Mountains
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55. Philadelphia

56. Delaware

57. The Ozark National Forest
58. lowa

59. The Wabash River

60. The state bird

3.10. Additional Text on the Capital of Russia
Moscow

Moscow is situated in western Russia, close to the country’s border
with the Ukraine, Belarus and Estonia. Lying on the Moskva River, it is
the country’s capital and its largest and richest city.

Moscow holds a special place in the world’s imagination. Opulent,
spectacular and grandiose, Moscow has been at the epicentre of some of
history’s most pivotal moments. It echoes with stories of triumph, trag-
edy and innovation. Stories of legendary tsars and literary greats political
revolutions and the international space race that changed the world for-
ever.

Today Moscow continues to fascinate. Thoroughly modern and with
a European air, it has a population of more than 11 million people, the
world’s highest concentration of billionaires and an attitude befitting one
of the world’s great cities.

There is no better place to hear the whispered tales of Moscow’s
past, than in Red Square - Moscow’s very heart. Admire St Basil’s Ca-
thedral, a building so magnificent, that according to legend, Ivan the Ter-
rible had the architect’s eyes removed so he could never again build an-
ything so beautiful.
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The Kremlin is another Moscow icon and has been home to the
city’s ruling elite for a thousand years. Visit the Cathedral of the Arch-
angel, the Cathedral of the Annunciation and Ivan the Great’s Bell
Tower, all within these red walls. Many of Moscow’s most famous sto-
ries have been forged in the fires of war. Pass through gates into Alexan-
der Garden. The park pays tribute to Moscow’s unbreakable spirit and is
home to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Nearby Victory Park is an-
other powerful tribute to those who fell defending the city, including the
millions of soviet soldiers who died in the second world war.

As the cold war between the US and Russia intensified a different
battle began the race for supremacy of the heavens. Again, Moscow was
right at the epicentre. Visit the Monument to the Conquerors of space, a
towering memorial that celebrates the aerospace triumphs of the soviet
people. Learn more about the space race and the epic contest between the
world’s super powers at the Memorial Museum of Cosmonauts. Immerse
yourself in one of Moscow’s proudest stories that of Yuri Gagarin, who
shocked the rest of the world and became a national hero when he be-
came the first ever man in space.

In Moscow, artists and literary greats are honoured as heroes just as
much as adventurers. Visit the Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts to see to
some classic works by Russian and European masters. Watch a perfor-
mance at the Bolshoi, one of the oldest and most renowned theatres in
the world. Walk the same streets as some of the world’s greatest writers
including Tolstoy, Dostoevsky and Chekhov. There is such a proud lit-
erary tradition in this city that many of its beautiful parks are named after
influential poets and authors. Relax beside the fountain in Pushkin square
or stroll along the boulevards in Gorky Park, Moscow’s famous central
park. Take a haunting tour through the Fallen Monument Park. When the
Soviet Union collapsed, many of the city’s most evocative monuments
were pulled from their pedestals and dumped in this statue graveyard.
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More recently, modern sculptures and public artworks have been
added, making it a fascinating place to explore. But perhaps the best way
to understand how the old and new coexist in Moscow is with a trip un-
derground. Take a ride on the Moscow Metro more like an art and history
museum than one of the most efficient public transport systems in Eu-
rope. With opulent marble walls, grandiose chandeliers and heroic art-
works each of the early stations has its own story to tell of Russia’s cul-
ture, heroism and technology.

Moscow has long had a proud cafe culture and the city’s coffee
houses and restaurants remain a place where Muscovites come together
to share their own stories over rich traditional foods. As your time in this
city draws to a close you’ll come to realise Moscow is one of the worlds
great stories. From epic, sweeping sagas that changed the world to
smaller tales of loss, luck and happiness. But there is always room for
more. So come, and create your own Moscow story [7].

Task 1. Transcribe and translate the following words. Be ready
to read them out loud.

opulent elite
grandiose aerospace
epicentre cosmonaut
pivotal boulevard
echoes pedestal
triumph Muscovites
thoroughly

Task 2. Give the English equivalents to the following phrases.
Retell the sentences from the text in which they are used. Use them
in the sentences of your own.
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1) HaXOOUTHCS B AMULIEHTPE MOBOPOTHBIX COOBITHI HCTOPHHU —
2) MePeKIINKAThCS ¢ HCTOPUSAMHU TpuyMba, Tpareanuii 1 MHHOBAIMIA
3) nmoaobaroIInii 0THOMY U3 BETHMYANUIINX TOPOIOB MUpA —

4) apXHUTEKTOpA JUIIWIH 3PSHUS —

5) ObITH 3aKaJIEHHBIM B OTHE BOMHBI —

6) oTnaBaTh JaHb YBAXKCHUS —

7) macTs, 3aIIuIIas ropoJ —

8) ronka 3a IIPEeBOCXOACTBOM —

9) BO3BBHIIIAIOIIHIACS MEMOPHAI —

10) aspokocmuueckue TpryMQbl —

11) BbI3BIBAOLIMI BOCTIOMUHAHUSI TAMSATHUK —

12) GbITH COPOIICHHBIM C TTbEAECTATIOB —

13) cocymiecTBOBaThH —

14) 3¢ dexTuBHBII 00IIECTBEHHBIH TPAHCIIOPT —

15) BenukonenHas KyJabTypa Kade U pecCTOpaHOB —

16) 6oraTcTBO TPaJUIIMOHHON KYXHH —

17) npubamKaThCst K 3aBEPIICHUIO —

Task 3. Scan the text again and write down verbs and verb

phrases of movement and exploration of the city (e.g. to walk; im-
merse yourself; etc.).

Task 4. Agree or disagree with the following statements:

1. Moscow is located in eastern Russia, far from its borders with

Ukraine, Belarus, and Estonia.

2. The Moskva River flows through Moscow, which is the capital

and largest city of Russia.

3. According to legend, Ivan the Terrible blinded the architect of St.

Basil’s Cathedral to prevent him from creating anything equally beauti-
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4. The Kremlin has been the home of Moscow’s ruling elite for over
a thousand years.

5. Alexander Garden is dedicated to Moscow’s aerospace achieve-
ments.

6. Yuri Gagarin became the first man in space and is celebrated as a
national hero in Russia.

7. The Bolshoi Theatre is one of the newest theatres in Moscow,
built in the 21st century.

8. Gorky Park is a famous central park in Moscow that features
boulevards and fountains.

9. The Moscow Metro is known for its efficiency but lacks any sig-
nificant artistic or historical design elements.

10. Many Soviet-era monuments were relocated to Fallen Monu-
ment Park after the collapse of the Soviet Union.

Task 5. Translate the following sentences into English, using vo-
cabulary from the text.

1. Topon naxoduncs 6 snuyenmpe nosoPoOmMHuIX cOOBIMULL UCTOPHH,
T/I€ KOKABIN IeHb ObLT HATIOJTHEH CMBICIIOM M 3HAUYEHUEM.

2. J)Ku3Hb 3TOTO YeI0BeKa NEPeKaUKailacy ¢ ucmopuimu mpuymea,
mpazeoutl U UHHO8AYUL 20P00d, B KOTOPOM OH YHJI U KOTOPBIH OCTABUII
HEU3IJIAIUMBIN Clie]l B €r0 CEPLIE.

3. DTOT Mapk coomeemcmayem 0OHOMY U3 BeAUHAUUUX 20POO08
Mupa, TOE KaXAbld YTOJIOK HAIIOJIHEH KPacOTOW U TapMOHUEH.

4. Tparenus mpou30NUIa, KOTAA ApXUMeKmopa JUMUIU 3PpeHUsT BO
BpeMs1 BTOPOX MUPOBOM BOWHBI, HO OH HE MOTEPSI TBOPUECKOrO IOTEH-
nuania.

5. Conpat OBLI 3aKaier 6 02He G0l HbL, YTO CAENANIO €ro CUILHEE U
Myjpee.
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6. MBI oTnaem daub ysaodiceHus BCEM, KTO OTHAll CBOIO XU3HB 3a
CcBOOO/y HAIlIeH CTpaHBbI.

7. T'epoii nan, 3awuwas 2opoo OT Bparos, CTaB CUMBOJIOM Xpadpo-
CTH H KEPTBEHHOCTH.

8. B XX Beke Hauaach 2onKka 3a npesocxodcmeo B 00JacTH KOC-
Muyeckux ucciuenoBanuit mexay CILIA u CCCP.

9. B nieHTpe ropoja so38uiuiaemcs mMemopuan, MOCBSIIEHHBIN ma-
MSITH TTaBIITUX T€POEB.

10. Aaporxocmuueckue mpuymehvr cTad BO3MOXKHBI OJiarogapst Ta-
JIAHTJIUBBIM MHXEHEpaM U YUYCHBIM, KOTOPBIC TOCBATHIIA CBOIO KH3Hb

3TOH 00J1aCTH.

Task 6. Give full answers to the following questions. The an-
swers will help you to make the summary of the text.

1. Geography and Location
- Where is Moscow situated in Russia?
- Which river flows through Moscow?
- What countries border the region near Moscow?
2. Historical Significance
- Why is Moscow considered to hold a special place in the world’s
imagination?
- What historical events have made Moscow a pivotal city in
global history?
- Who was Yuri Gagarin, and why is he significant to Moscow's
history?
3. Landmarks and Attractions
- What is the significance of Red Square in Moscow’s history?
- What legend is associated with St. Basil’s Cathedral?
- Name two iconic sites within the Kremlin walls.
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4. Tributes and Memorials
- What does Alexander Garden commemorate?
- What is Victory Park dedicated to?
5. Cultural Highlights
- Which museum celebrates Moscow’s aerospace achievements?
- Name three literary figures associated with Moscow’s streets and
parks.
- What makes the Bolshoi Theatre renowned worldwide?
6. Modern Features
- How does the Moscow Metro reflect the coexistence of old and
new in the city?
- What elements contribute to Moscow’s cafe culture?

Task 7. Read the following dialogue and act it out with a partner.

Oliver: You know, I’ve always thought Moscow was a place that
really honoured its artists and literary greats just as much as the adven-
turers.

Lucy: Absolutely! It’s amazing how they celebrate their rich cul-
tural history. Have you ever been to the Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts?

Oliver: Not yet, but I’ve heard it's got some classic works by both
Russian and European masters. I’d love to see those.

Lucy: You should go! And while you're there, catching a perfor-
mance at the Bolshoi would also be brilliant. It's one of the most re-
nowned theatres in the world!

Oliver: Definitely on my list. Just walking the same streets as Tol-
stoy and Dostoevsky must feel magical, right?

Lucy: For sure! There’s something special about the proud literary
tradition here. Even the parks are named after influential poets and au-
thors.

Oliver: | can imagine relaxing beside the fountain in Pushkin Square
or going for a stroll along the boulevards in Gorky Park. It sounds lovely.
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Lucy: Yes, and don’t forget to take a haunting tour through the
Fallen Monument Park—such an evocative place to explore. The juxta-
position of old and new is fascinating.

Oliver: You're right. With all those monuments reflecting the city's
past it must be captivating, especially with modern sculptures making
their debut too.

Lucy: Speaking of unique experiences, have you taken a ride on the
Moscow Metro? Some say it's more like an art and history museum than
a transport system!

Oliver: I’ve read that it’s quite efficient too, which makes it even
better. Opulent marble walls and grand chandeliers—you can't find that
in typical metro systems.

Lucy: Exactly! Plus, the stories behind each station sound intri-
guing. It seems like a journey beyond mere transportation.

Oliver: And after exploring the city, ending up in a café must be
ideal. I've heard the cafe culture is quite proud here.

Lucy: Right! Those coffee houses serve rich traditional foods that
reflect the warmth of the local community. You can really immerse your-
self in the stories shared over meals.

Oliver: All this talk about Moscow has me excited. By the end of it,
I might just want to create my own Moscow story.

Lucy: Do it! With so much to see and experience, who knows what
unforgettable tales await you!

3.11. Additonal Articles on City Life.
8 Critical Smart City Trends Reshaping Urban Life in 2025

Written by Bernard Marr

Bernard Marr is a world-renowned futurist, influencer and thought
leader in the fields of business and technology, with a passion for using
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technology for the good of humanity. He is a best-selling author of over
20 books, writes a regular column for Forbes and advises and coaches
many of the world’s best-known organisations. He has a combined fol-
lowing of 4 million people across his social media channels and news-
letters and was ranked by LinkedIn as one of the top 5 business influenc-
ers in the world.

4 February 2025

The world’s population is becoming increasingly urbanized. Over
the past century, millions of people have moved from the countryside,
creating vast “mega-cities” — a term defined as a city with more than 10
million inhabitants.

This level of population — examples include Tokyo (population 37
million), Delhi (30 million) and Sao Paulo (20 million) — creates new
challenges that society hasn’t previously had to deal with.

In response, technological solutions have emerged designed to im-
prove lives, enable new forms of civic administration, and mitigate the
environmental impact caused by so many people living in such close
proximity.

It’s a dynamic and fast-moving field of technology where innova-
tion has a real impact on millions of human lives. So, let’s take a look at
some of the key trends in smart city and civic governance tech that will
top the agenda in 2025.

Al in Urban Planning and Governance

Increasingly, we will see artificial intelligence (Al) used to plan and
deliver services to those living in urban areas more efficiently. This co-
vers every aspect of Al, from machine learning algorithms crunching
data to enable more efficient allocation of resources to predictive model-
ing for infrastructure requirements to real-time alerts that give vital in-
formation to citizens as they go about their day.
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Addressing Water Scarcity

The global urban population facing water shortages is set to dou-
ble by 2050, and technological solutions to this challenge will be a focus
of civic planning in the coming years. This will include both predictive
measures for anticipating fluctuating levels of availability and usage, as
well as advanced techniques for recycling, distribution and desalination.
Smarter water management means adapting the way water is collected,
stored and used in the face of rapid population growth and changing cli-
mate.

Digital Identity and Citizenship

Digital citizenship will play a growing role in the future of urban
life, as governments and administrators roll out plans for identity verifi-
cation and civic engagement. This will include new digital solutions for
delivering services like applying for permits, obtaining welfare payments
and paying taxes. Implementation is likely to vary massively according
to cultural factors, but wherever they live in the world, citizens will be-
come increasingly aware of the implications of privacy and data security.

Smart Transport Infrastructure

In the smart city of 2025, the daily commute will increasingly be
revolutionized thanks to the deployment of integrated systems connect-
ing public transport with micro-mobility solutions, ride-sharing infra-
structure and the emergence of autonomous and semi-autonomous
transport. More intelligent traffic management infrastructure will predict
hotspots in order to reduce both congestion and emissions. Critically, all
this infrastructure will be connected and capable of sharing data to gain
a new understanding of how we navigate cities and what can be done to
make everyone’s journeys smoother, safer and less damaging to the en-
vironment.

Health-Centric Urban Planning

The era of smart city technology creates new opportunities for de-
signing urban environments in ways that are conducive to better human
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physical and mental health. Leveraging this potential will be another key
trend in 2025. This will include the use of sensors and data to monitor
and detect pollution or unhealthy noise levels, as well as the adoption of
predictive solutions for healthier urban living.

City-Scale Digital Twins

The digital twin concept involves creating virtual replicas, modeled
using real-world data, in order to create simulations that can be used for
planning and managing development. A digital twin can model anything
from a simple object or mechanical system to an environmental ecosys-
tem or, as is increasingly the case, a city. City-scale digital twin projects
currently underway include Singapore, Helsinki, and Dublin, and in
2025, we are likely to see an explosion of activity in this field of smart
city technology.

Climate Resilience — Weathering the Storm

From Rotterdam’s plazas designed to double up as flood plains, to
New York’s Internet of Things (IoT) powered FloodNet, preparing for
an increasingly unstable and unpredictable climate is a core focus of
tech-driven urban planning. Globally, extreme weather events are fore-
cast to become more frequent and severe, and meeting this challenge will
involve harnessing technology to improve preparedness and enable more
efficient response and recovery.

Renewable Energy Infrastructure

Moving towards sustainable and renewable energy sources, as well
as improved energy security in the face of geopolitical uncertainty, will
be another key trend in 2025. Smart grids incorporating Al-driven pre-
dictive resource allocation will undoubtedly be a part of the solution, but
increasing adoption of solar, wind and tidal energy, as well as shifts to-
wards micro-grids and new forms of battery storage, in order to improve
reliability and consistency of supply, will also be an essential part of the
solution.
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The Year Ahead

City life is changing, and in 2025, urban planners and administrators
have more technological options than ever before when it comes to man-
aging and implementing that change. Leveraging the technological op-
portunities covered will be part of the solution to the challenges of grow-
ing urban populations, demographic change, and climate emergency.

However, political will is also needed, as well as a societal ac-
ceptance of the necessity of this change. Understanding these trends will
be key to improving the lives of the millions of us living in today’s mod-
ern cities and urban environments [20].

Answer the questions:

1. What is a mega-city? Give three examples mentioned in the article.

2. How can artificial intelligence (Al) improve urban planning?

3. Why is water scarcity a growing problem for cities? Name two
technological solutions.

4. What is digital citizenship, and what services might it include?

5. How will smart transport systems reduce traffic and pollution?

6. What technologies are used in health-centric urban planning?

7. What is a city-scale digital twin? Name two cities using this tech-
nology.

8. How is Rotterdam preparing for extreme weather?

9. What renewable energy sources are mentioned in the article?
Besides technology, what else is needed to improve cities?

10. What is FloodNet, and where is it used?

11. Why are mega-cities like Tokyo facing new challenges?

12. How will digital twins help city planners?

13. What role do smart grids play in renewable energy?

14. What is the main goal of smart city trends in 2025?
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3.12. Additonal Articles on City Life.
How the Pros and Cons of City Living Vary
Around the World

Every day, more people become city dwellers. The challenge of ur-
ban existence is to balance its benefits and its drawbacks.
By Jared Diamond

For most of the six million years of human evolution, all humans
and protohumans lived like somewhat glorified chimpanzees, at low pop-
ulation densities, scattered over the landscape as families or small bands.
Only within the past 6,000 years, a small fraction of human history, did
some of our ancestors come together in cities. But today more than half
the world’s people live in these new settings, some of which have tens of
millions of inhabitants.

Urban life involves trade-offs. We may gain big benefits in return
for suffering big disadvantages. Let’s consider two of them: the trade-off
between individual freedom and community interests, and the trade-off
between social ties and anonymity.

To understand the issue of freedom, take first the city of Singapore,
in effect one of the world’s most densely populated micro-countries. Sin-
gapore’s nearly six million people are packed into about 250 square
miles—230 times the average U.S. population density. It’s an Asian fi-
nancial center, a major port on one of the world’s busiest shipping straits,
and a tiny piece of prime real estate wedged between two giant, powerful
neighbors, Indonesia and Malaysia. Singapore was part of Malaysia until
1965, when economic and racial tensions spurred its separation. But Sin-
gapore depends on Malaysia for most of its water and much of its food,
and can’t afford to make mistakes or provoke its neighbors.
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Singapore citizens’ bargain with their government: less individual
freedom in return for First World living standards.

So Singapore’s government monitors its citizens closely, to make
sure that individuals don’t harm the community. Inspectors check for wa-
ter standing in each household’s pots, lest they furnish breeding sites for
disease-transmitting mosquitoes. Smart-technology sensors measure (or
will measure) the traffic on every street, the movements of every car, and
the temperatures of and shadows cast by buildings. They also will track
the water and electricity consumption of every household and will note
the time whenever a household toilet is flushed. Americans may view
such measures with horror, as George Orwell’s novel 1984 come true.
But for Singapore’s citizens, it’s the bargain that they have made with
their government: less individual freedom in return for First World living
standards, health, and security.

Next consider Germany’s cities, also densely populated. Local gov-
ernments have rules about the shapes and colors of tiles that Germans
may use on their houses’ roofs, and about the sizes and ages of trees that
they can or can’t cut down on their property. To obtain a fishing license,
Germans must attend many hours of fishing classes, then pass a 60-ques-
tion exam. Most Americans would bristle at such restrictions. But bene-
fits to German communities include beautiful regional architecture,
green cities, government support for the arts, and healthy fish popula-
tions.

At the opposite extreme comes my own city of Los Angeles, where
rights of the individual property owner are prized as sacred. The result is
a free-for-all, in which many individuals and communities suffer disad-
vantages. Almost any style of house is permissible; local architectural
character is nonexistent. Tree cover is vanishing, temperatures are rising,
and landowners’ excavated dirt and sprayed pesticides end up on neigh-
bors’ property. To fish in the local bay waters, anyone can buy a fishing
license — no questions asked — so of course fish populations decline.
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The outcomes of trade-offs differ for Singapore, Germany, and L.A.
because different geographies and histories have led to different customs.
Population density is highest in Singapore, intermediate in Germany,
lowest in the United States (including California). China — whence the
ancestors of most of Singapore’s population arrived — has had cities for
five millennia, Germany for two millennia, the United States for just a
few centuries. Chinese traditional farming is communal; Germans have
close-packed individual farms; and U.S. frontier settlements had self-suf-
ficient, widely scattered families. The cultural legacies of those differ-
ences live on today.

Another issue of urban life is the trade-off between social ties and
anonymity. Traditional living arrangements still practiced today in rural
areas of New Guinea, where I’ve been working since the 1960s, resemble
those formerly practiced in pre-urban Western societies. New Guinea vil-
lagers live out their lives where they were born, constantly surrounded
by lifelong friends and social support.

A first reaction of many lonely, urban Americans is: How heart-
warmingly wonderful! When New Guinea villagers move to cities, they
find themselves surrounded by strangers, their friends few or recent or
scattered across the city. The frequent results are unhappy isolation, de-
cline of social support, and proliferation of urban crime.

Still, we American city dwellers shouldn’t romanticize traditional
village living arrangements. My New Guinea friends tell me that those
arrangements are also socially suffocating, and limit individuals’ abili-
ties to realize their potential. In New Guinea villages, everybody knows,
constantly watches, and incessantly discusses what everybody else
is doing.

As a result, a New Guinea friend who spent years living in a U.S.
city loved it-because (as she told me) she could sit alone and read a
newspaper in peaceful anonymity in a sidewalk café, without being im-
portuned by fellow clan members asking her for money and bewailing
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their troubles. New Guineans have learned to appreciate the modern ur-
ban inventions of opaque bags and trouser pockets—because those in-
ventions permit them to conceal things from neighbors and thereby to
acquire small luxuries without becoming targets of village comment.
Thus, New Guineans recognize drawbacks as well as heartwarming ben-
efits of village life. They also understand the benefits, not just the pains,
of urban anonymity.

It all comes down to compromises. As the world becomes increas-
ingly urban, will all of us be forced to adopt more of Singapore’s solu-
tions? If a government meter that records every flushing of your toilet is
part of the price you’d have to pay for living in safety, health, affluence,
and beautiful surroundings, what would you choose [21]?

Answer the questions:

1. What are the two main trade-offs of urban life discussed in the
article?

2. Why does Singapore’s government monitor its citizens closely?

3. How do housing rules in Germany differ from those in Los An-
geles?

4. What environmental problems does Los Angeles face due to its
emphasis on individual freedom?

5. Why do fish populations decline in Los Angeles?

6. Which country has the highest population density: Singapore,
Germany, or the U.S.?

7. How does China’s history of urbanization compare to Germany
and the U.S.?

8. What challenges do New Guinea villagers face when moving to
cities?

9.  What do New Guineans dislike about village life?

10. Why do some New Guineans appreciate urban anonymity?
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11. What technologies does Singapore use to monitor its citizens?

12. What benefits do German cities gain from strict regulations?

13. How do fishing license requirements differ between Germany
and Los Angeles?

14. Why does the author warn against romanticizing village life?

15. What compromise might future cities need to make, accord-
ing to the article?

3.13. Additonal Articles on City Life.
50 Things I Love About City Life

By Eric O. Jacobsen
June 1, 2008

I love cities the way other people love old growth forests, meander-
ing river walks, and alpine lakes.

I recently moved to a new city in the Pacific Northwest, so | was not
surprised to be asked about my progress in exploring the natural treasures
of the region. “Have you gone hiking on the trail yet?” a colleague asked
at a staff meeting one week. My first impulse was to explain sheepishly
that my schedule had been pretty full—that I hadn’t had time yet see
much yet—but | was planning to take that hike just as soon as possible.

But instead of that typical response, | was hit by a flash of inspira-
tion, ” Nope, [ haven’t done it yet. I’'m really more of an urban walker,”
| declared without a trace of sheepishness. | had finally figured it out. |
love cities the way other people love old growth forests, meandering river
walks, and alpine lakes. Instead of apologizing for the natural wonders
that [ hadn’t seen, I have decided to lay claim to all the urban glories that
I had already discovered in my new city.
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I can explore a new city on foot for hours and never grow tired. And
I can walk the same territory of a familiar, urban environment without
getting bored. | could probably even happily restrict myself to the same
block day after day enjoying how the variations in light throughout the
day brings out different features and how the built environment responds
to seasonal and demographic changes.

From this day forward, | will no longer allow nature lovers to take
the peripatetic high ground. | will wear my urbanism proudly. There is a
lot to love in the city! The following are just a few of my favorite things
about city life.

1. The chiaroscuro of sunlight filtering through the trees on the
sidewalk.

2. Faded lettering on bricks giving evidence of a building’s former
use.

3. Restaurant tables on the sidewalk filled with people who are en-
joying a pre-dinner drink.

4. Upper-storey windows that open and allow residents to lean out
and observe street life below.

5. Children playing in pocket parks protected from traffic by a
sturdy fence.

6. Christmas lights spilling their warm glow onto the sidewalks
while highlighting different shapes in the buildings by night.

7. The flash flood of human activity on the street when a theatre
lets out.

8. The play of reflected light on wet pavement.

9. Having a choice to drive, walk, or take the bus to destinations.

10. Street performers on the sidewalks.

11.Fresh flowers purchased at open-air markets and brought home
in the front basket of a bike.

12. Tamale carts.
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13. A grid block network allowing one to choose multiple routes to
any destination.

14.View corridors that terminate with a church or monumental pub-
lic building

15.The reading room in grand, public libraries.

16. Skinny streets that force cars to drive carefully and give pedes-
trians the advantage.

17.Sidewalk corners with the names of streets stamped into them.

18.Church bells ringing before worship.

19.The smell of ethnic, specialty markets.

20. Historic street lamps.

21.Wrought-iron benches.

22.Lying on blankets with the whole family at the outdoor movie in
the park.

23.Walking home late at night and feeling safe because you’re not
the only one on the street.

24. Alley walks in residential parts of the city.

25.Railway stations that once were the gateway to the city and re-
mind us that ‘urban’ and ‘grandeur’ used to be associated terms.

26.Well-kept window boxes.

27.The morning lineup for the really good coffee in town.

28.A real plaza that feels like an outdoor room.

29.Used bookstores with a changing collection of good books on
display in the window.

30.Buildings with unnecessary ornamentation.

31.Ajog in the sidewalk that makes room for an ancient tree.

32.Magazine kiosks that sell international newspapers.

33. A street that uses its street-wall effectively and feels like an out-
door hallway.

34.Downtown churches that still have a bit of life in them.

35. A row of brownstone buildings with good steps for hanging out.
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36.Urban parks with a water feature that draws young and old on
summer evenings.

37.A neighbourhood or city with a clear sense of its centre.

38.A boulevard with mature trees.

39. A bridge scaled for pedestrian use that crosses over a river.

40. Adaptive re-use of old buildings.

41.Surprise pedestrian paths that allow short-cuts at mid block.

42.Whimsical public art on which kids can climb.

43.The sight of Orthodox Jews walking to synagogue on Saturday
morning.

44.Harvesting fruit from trees that grow over fence lines

45.Getting drawn into a conversation at a cafe on the way home and
losing track of time.

46.A morning run to the bakery for pastries and the newspaper.

47.Kids in school uniforms waiting for the public bus.

48.Hotels with grand lobbies.

49.The discordant rhythms of pick-up basketball players, roller
bladers, and skateboarders enjoying an urban park.

50.Walking at midnight confident that you will find something
to eat within a few blocks.

3.14. Additional Articles on City Life.
The Flip Side

I don’t just love a place because its population count has reached the
point that it’s designated as a city in official documents. Just to make
sure that there is no confusion, | feel that I ought to compile another list
of things that cities can do wrong. | believe that cities represent a kind of
creational norm that allows humans to experience shalom together and
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with the rest of creation. The following, shorter list gives a taste of some
of the ways that cities break my heart by failing to live up to their God
given vocation.

1. Blocks that devote over 25% of ground space to surface parking.

2. Curb cuts that allow cars to turn corners without slowing down
and increase the crossing distance for pedestrians.

3. Subdivisions consisting exclusively of detached single-family
homes.

4. Buildings set back from the street to allow parking in front.

5. Large signs on poles that are meant to be read at 45 mph.

6. Physical barriers that prevent walking from buildings that are
adjacent to each other.

7. Streets that are more than four lanes wide.

8. Public buildings in strip malls or that look like office parks.

9. Buildings clad in glass.

10. Impermeable structures such as freeways and hospital campuses
that cut cities and neighbourhoods in half.

It seems to me that cities that fail to embody an urban ideal do so
because they reflect the reductionistic thinking of those who shape them.
Cities that are seen exclusively as economic catalysts seem to go wrong
in this regard as do cities that cater only to automobile traffic. Good cities
help create wealth and can be accessible to automobiles, but they get it
wrong when they attend only to these functions.

In this regard, | see some connections between my love for cities
and those who love natural environments. Those who treasure the old
growth forests, the meandering river walk, and the alpine lake are keenly
aware of how fragile those environments are and how necessary it is to
make every effort to preserve them. These environments represent a del-
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icate balance that can’t be easily recreated if they are allowed to deterio-
rate. In the same way my delight for the city and my disgust with its many
sham alternatives makes me aware of how fragile the beauty of cities
actually is. By loving cities with my feet, my eyes, my nose, my ears, my
mouth, and with my hands, | intend to contribute to the development and
preservation of these wonderful artifacts of human culture [22].

Answer the questions:

Urban Philosophy and Values:

1. Defense of Urbanism: Jacobsen frames cities as ecosystems wor-
thy of preservation, akin to old-growth forests. How does his list chal-
lenge the cultural privileging of rural/natural spaces over urban ones, and
what might this reveal about modern environmental ethics?

2. Sacred vs. Secular: The article references shalom and cities as
“creational norms.” How does Jacobsen’s theological framework (e.g.,
covenantal stewardship) shape his critique of car-centric urban design
and his celebration of pedestrian life?

3. Fragility of Beauty: Jacobsen compares cities to fragile natural
ecosystems. What specific urban elements (e.g., adaptive reuse of build-
ings, surprise pedestrian paths) does he suggest are most vulnerable to
homogenization, and why?

Design and Human Experience:

4. Third Places: How do entries like sidewalk cafés, used
bookstores, and grand libraries reflect Oldenburg’s concept of “third
places,” and why are these critical to Jacobsen’s vision of community?

5. Pedestrian Sovereignty: The list prioritizes “skinny streets” and
alleys over highways. How do these design choices reject modernist ef-
ficiency in favor of human-scaled serendipity? Contrast this with To-
kyo’s speed-segregated streets.
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6. Nostalgia vs. Innovation: Jacobsen admires “unnecessary orna-
mentation” and historic railways but also celebrates adaptive reuse. Does
this suggest a tension between preservation and progress, or a synthesis?

Critique of Modern Urban Failures:

7. The Car as Antagonist: How do Jacobsen’s “flip side” critiques
(e.g., surface parking, wide streets) align with his broader argument that
cars erode civic belonging? Compare his views to suburban “inhospita-
ble neighborhoods”.

8. Glass-Clad Buildings: Why does Jacobsen single out glass fa-
cades as symbols of urban alienation, and how might this critique extend
to globalized architectural trends (e.g., supertall luxury towers)?

9. Economic Reductionism: Jacobsen argues cities fail when
treated as “‘economic catalysts.” How do entries like street performers or
tamale carts resist commodification in favor of cultural vitality?

Cultural and Social Dynamics:

10.Sensory Liturgy: The list emphasizes smells (ethnic markets),
sounds (church bells), and textures (wet pavement). How do these sen-
sory details frame city life as a form of embodied spirituality or commu-
nal ritual?

11.Temporal Layering: Entries like faded brick lettering and repur-
posed railways highlight historical layers. How does this “palimpsest”
effect counteract the erasure of memory in modernist urban planning?

12.Paradox of Safety: Jacobsen links nighttime walkability to col-
lective presence. Does this contrast with suburban isolation, and what
might it imply about trust as a civic infrastructure?

Broader Implications:

13.Global vs. Local: How do Jacobsen’s ideals (e.g., neighborhood
fruit trees, Orthodox Jews walking to synagogue) resist homogenization
in an era of globalized urban templates?
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14.Urban Agency: The list ends with a call to “preserve cities with
hands and feet.” What grassroots actions (e.g., supporting indie
bookstores, opposing curb cuts) does it implicitly advocate?

15.The “Good Life”: Jacobsen’s list mirrors Kathryn Streeter’s
D.C. ode 2. Do these urban love letters collectively redefine flourish-
ing in opposition to suburban/rural ideals of space and privacy?
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