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UNIT 1
I. Read the text and try to understand it:
MAX WEBER

Part1

Most of modern sociological research and writings about stratification
combine some aspects of Marxist thought with some of the ideas of Max Weber,
a distinguished German social historian, economist, and sociologist, whose
major work was done in the first quarter of the 20th century.

Weber agreed with certain fundamental features of Marxist thought (much
more substantially than students of stratification have recognized), particularly
with the crucial significance of the economic aspects of stratification. For
Weber, as for Marx, control over property was the basic fact in the
determination of the life-chances of an individual or a class. In contrast to Marx,
however, Weber added to the economic dimension of stratification two other
dimensions, power and prestige. Weber saw property, power, and prestige as
three separate though interacting bases on which hierarchies are created in any
society. Property differences generate classes; power differences generate
political parties; and prestige differences generate status groupings or strata.

Marx and Weber do differ on the question of how likely is that members of
the same economic class will constitute members of a 'community' - a group of
persons united by common purposes which they seek to achieve through united
efforts.

Weber also differs from Marx on the question about the probability that
workers will 'rise' to such 'true' consciousness and unite for common class
struggle against the system that exploits them. This action will take place,
Weber says, when the contrast in life-chances is not accepted by the worker as
inevitable, and when he sees the contrast as a result of the contribution of
property and the economic structure of society.



Notes to the text:
... how likely is that - HackoBKO BEpOATHO

I1. Transcribe the following words. Practise their pronunciation.

basis (pl. bases) prestige

research stratum (pl.strata)
crucial substantial
inevitable

II1. Memorize the following words and expressions:

dimension, substantial, particular, community, distribution, in contrast to, status
groupings, crucial significance

IV. Give Russian equivalents for the following:

a distinguished sociologist, separate though interacting bases, united by common
purposes, the distribution of property, certain fundamental features of Marxist
thought

Y. Give English equivalents for the following:

COBPEMEHHbBIC COIIMOJIOTUYECKUE HCCIIEeOBaHMs, B OTJIMYuMe OT Mapkca,
B3aMMOJICUCTBYIOIIME  SIBJICHUS, pa3pyllaTh CYUIECTBYIOUIYI0  CHUCTEMY,
KJIACCOBOE CO3HAHWE, COBMECTHbBIC YCWIIMS, OObEIWHEHHBIE OOIKMMU LENSIMH,
OCHOBHBIE XapaKTEPHbIE YEPTHI

VI. Translate the words with the prefix “inter-” into Russian:

interacting, to interpenetrate, interdependence, interview, international relations,
interplanetary flights, interoffice telephone, interstate relations, interstellar
space, interdisciplinary ties

VILI. Fill in the blanks with necessary prepositions.

1. Weber agreed .. Marx's significance ... the economic aspects
stratification.

2. In contrast ... Marx, Weber added power and prestige dimension
stratification.

3. Marx and Weber differed ... the question ... constituting a 'community’.

4. According ... Weber, a 'community' is a group ... persons united

common purposes which they seek to achieve ... united efforts.
4. Workers must unite ... common class struggle ... the system that exploits
them.



5. Control ... property was a basic feature ... determining the life-chances ... a
class or an individual.

VIII. Translate the sentences into English.
1. Makc Bebep - BbIAatOmuiicss HEMEUKUH UCTOPUK, SKOHOMUCT M COIIHOJIOT.

2.B COBpeMEHHBIX COLMOJOTMYECKHMX HCCIEOOBaHMUIX uaen Mapkca
coueTarorcs ¢ uaesimu Bebepa.

3. BebOep cornamancs ¢ OCHOBHBIMM XapaKTEpPHbBIMH MOMEHTaAMHU Yy4YEHHUS
Mapkca.

4.B moboM oOmecTBe HMEpapxXxuu  CO3/JAa0TCS Ha  OCHOBE  Tpex
B3aMMO/JICHCTBYIOIIUX 3JIEMEHTOB: COOCTBEHHOCTb, BJIACTh, TPECTHIK.

5. Paznuuuss B COOCTBEHHOCTHM MOPOXKAAIOT KJIACCHI, pa3IMyusi BO BIJACTH -
NOJIMTUYECKUE MMAPTUH, PA3JIMYUS B IPECTUKE - CTATYCHBIEC TPYIIIBL.

6. PaGoume cunrtaror, 4YTO pacrnpenesieHne COOCTBEHHOCTH M 3KOHOMHUYECKas
CTpyKTypa  OOlIeCTBA NPUBOAAT K  IPOTUBOIOJIOKHBIM  KA3HEHHBIM
BO3MOKHOCTSIM.

7. Mapkc u BebGep oTinuyaroTcst ApyT OT ApyTa [0 MHOTUM BOIIPOCAM.

IX. Say whether the following statements are right or wrong:

1. Both Marx and Weber saw control over property as a basic fact in the
determination of the life-chances of an individual.

2. In his works Weber referred only to one dimension of stratification, i.e.
Marx's economic dimension of stratification.

3. Karl Marx and Max Weber don't differ on any point.

4. Weber claims that the workers will never unite for common conscious class struggle.

5. Marx believed that workers are able to 'rise' to 'true’ class consciousness and unite.

6. Weber substantially agreed with fundamental features of Marxist thought.

X. Ask your classmates

* what Max Weber did.

* when he did his major work.

* what fundamental features of Marxist thought Weber agreed with.

* what stratification dimensions Weber set forth.

* on what bases, in Weber's opinion, hierarchies are created in any society.

* what Weber's ideas of property were.

* when, in Weber's opinion, the workers will unite for common class struggle
against the exploiters.

XI. Give a summary of the text.



UNIT 2

I. Read the text and try to understand it:

MAX WEBER
Part 11

Weber is a more sophisticated sociologist by modern day standard in the
extent to which he recognized the condition necessary for the formation of
communities. He says quite explicitly that while economic classes do not
constitute communities, status groups do.

Status groups are formed on the basis of socially ascribed prestige or honour.
And whereas differences in property can constitute the basis for differences in
honour and prestige, other factors are often just as important, if not more so.
Usually, Weber says, status stands in sharp opposition to the pretensions of
property. Both the propertied and the propertyless can, and frequently do, belong
to the same status group.

According to Weber, property differences are important for life-chances,
while status differences lead more importantly to differences in life styles.
Along with Marx, Weber recognized the significance of property differences in
the formation of status groups. He differs from Marx in the importance that he
ascribes to status groups and a sense of community and a commonly felt need
for united actions against the system as such.

Weber also gives prominence to the party. Weber sees a close relationship
between classes, status groups, and parties. He believes that economic classes,
status groups, and political parties are all 'phenomena of the distribution of
power within a community', but parties differ from classes and status groups in
several crucial ways. While the central significance of classes is economic, and
that of status groups is honour, 'parties' live in a house of 'power'. Parties are
only possible within communities that have some rational order and a 'staff of
persons who are ready to enforce it. For parties aim precisely at influencing this
staff, and, if possible, to recruit it from party followers.

What we have, in sum, in Weber's approach is a view of society containing
three kinds of social aggregations: the economic focus of classes, the honour
basis of status groups, and the power centre of parties. These often have
overlapping membership, and sometimes under special circumstances, the
economic class is identical with the status group and the political party. But this
is only one of many possibilities.

We have spoken at this extended length of the basic ideas of Marx and Weber
because every modern student of stratification represents, in his own orientation,
some combination of the approaches of these two thinkers.



Notes to the text:

in the extent to which he recognized ... - B Toii Mepe, B KOTOPOi1 OH MpU3HABAJI
give prominence - MpuAaBaTh 3HAUCHUE

overlapping membership - mapamienpbHOE YJIEHCTBO B PA3IUYHBIX MAPTHIX
OJTHOBPEMEHHO

under special circumstances - mpu 0coOBIX 00CTOATEIBCTBAX

social aggregations - coIMaJIbHbIC CKOIIJICHHSI, KOHTJIOMEPATHI

I1. Transcribe the following words. Practise their pronunciation.

sophisticated within phenomenon (pl.phenomena)
honour explicit circumstances

ITI. Memorize the following words and expressions:

sophisticated, explicit, distribution, precise, in sharp opposition to, along
with, to aim at, in sum, identical with

IV. Give Russian equivalents for the following:

to stand in sharp opposition, the propertied, the propertyless, life styles, socially
ascribed honour, to constitute the basis, just as important, property differences,
to differ in crucial ways, in Weber's approach, he gave prominence to the party,
against the system as such

V. Give English equivalents for the following:

ONBITHBIA COLIMOJIOT, MO0 COBPEMEHHBIM MEpPKaM, COBEPLICHHO OIIPENIEIIEHHO,
COLMAJIBHO TNPUINMCAHHBIA NPECTHXK, IPUHALIECKATH K OJHOM M TOM IKE
COLIMAJIbHOM TpyIle, BMecte ¢ MapkcoM, COBMECTHBIC ICHUCTBUS, SIBICHUE
(stBIEHMS ), pacmpeiesieHue BJIacTH B OOIIECTBE, TECHASI CBSI3b, TOXK/IECTBECHHBIN

VI. Translate in writing the 2nd and the 3d paragraphs.
VILI. Find in the text the words with the meanings similar to:
experienced, quite clear, importance (2), exactly, often

VIII. Transcribe the following words and practise their pronunciation.
Translate them into Russian.

honour - honoured - honourable

property - the propertied - the propertyless
frequent - frequently - frequency

to signify - significant - significance



precise - precisely - precision
influence - influenced - influencing - influential
identical - identically - identify - identification

IX. Fill in the blanks with necessary prepositions.

1. Weber ascribed a great significance ... status groups.

2. Along ... Marx he saw the significance ... property differences ... the
formation ... status groups.

3. Marx and Weber differed ... each other ... many ways.

4. .... modern day standards Weber is a very sophisticated sociologist.

5. Robert Lynd's 'Middletown' was aimed ... analyzing a 'typical' American
community.

6.Sometimes the economic class is identical ... the status group and the
political party.

7. ... Weber's approach, status stands in sharp opposition ... the pretensions
... property.

X. Translate the sentences into English:

1. BeGep npumnucbiBaeT 0coOyI0 BaXKHOCTh CTATYCHBIM TpyIIIIaM.

2. OH COBEpIIEHHO ONPENIETICHHO 3asIBIISIET, YTO CTATYCHBIE TPYIIIBI 00pa3yroT
coo01IIeCTBA.

3. B omgHoii W TOW K€ CTAaTyCHOW Tpymnmne MOTryT OBITh BIaJCINIbIIbI
COOCTBEHHOCTH, & TAKXKE T€, y KOTO €€ HeT.

4. 1 Mapkc u Bebep mpuszHalOT Ba)XHOCTh HMYIIECTBEHHBIX pa3IUuuid B
0o0pa30BaHUU CTATYyCHBIX TPYIII.

5. Ilo Bebepy, kiaccel, cTaTyCHbIE TPYMIBI U MOJIUTHYECKUE MAPTUU €CTh MPO-
SIBJICHUS pa3JieJICHUs BJACTH BHYTPU COOOIIECTBA.

6. [Ipu onpeneneHHbIX 00CTOATENBCTBAX KIACC UACHTUYEH CTATyCHOW IPYIINE U
MOJIMTUYECKOM MTapTHUH.

7. ITo coBpeMeHHBIM MOHATUSIM Bebep HanboJsiee ONbITHBIN COIHMOJIOT.

XI. Say whether the following statements are right or wrong:

1. Weber considered that the propertied and the propertyless can belong to
different groups.

2. Along with Marx, Weber recognized only the significance of property
differences in the formation of status groups.

3. For Weber, classes, status groups, and political parties are three kinds of
social aggregations.

4. According to Weber, status differences lead to differences in life styles.

5. In modern society status groups rest only on legal basis.



6. Marx and Weber didn't differ on ascribing the greatest significance to groups.
7. Weber didn't see any relationship between classes, status groups and parties.

XII. Answer the following questions:

1. What makes Weber a sophisticated sociologist?

2. What, according to Weber, constitutes communities (economic classes, status
groups)?

3. What leads to differences in life styles? What determines life chances?

4. Does Weber agree with or differ from Marx? On what points?

5. What did Max Weber consider to be ‘phenomena’ of the distribution of
power in a community'?

6. What is the role of classes and status groups in a community?

7. What are parties aimed at?

8.Can the economic class be identical with the status group and the political
party?

XIII. Give a summary of the text 'Max Weber' (Part II).

XIV. Revise the text 'Max Weber' (Part I) from Unit I and speak on what
Weber and Marx differ and are alike.

UNIT 3

I. Read the text and try to understand it:

RECENT AMERICANS
Part1

One can easily see the impact of Marx and Weber on the thinking and writing of
some of the outstanding students of stratification in American sociological ranks.
Perhaps the most prominent early name in this field is Robert Lynd. Lynd's
'Middletown', published in 1930, is the first major work in American sociology to
analyze a 'typical' American community in terms of the impact of economic power
on the political, social, educational, and religious institutions of the community.
There are admixtures of both Marxian and Weberian thought in Lynd's approach.
Another outstanding American student of stratification is W. Lloyd Warner. His
'"Yankee City' studied the social structure and function of a north-eastern
community. Warner began the empirical study of stratification in American
sociology. He follows the Weberian emphasis on honour or status groups. He
attempts to understand American communities in terms of the ways in which the



various segments of the community associate with each other, primarily on the
basis of real or assumed equality of social standing. Warner and his students seek
to discover how Americans of differing social and economic situations view each
other; on what basis they rank each other; on what criteria they associate or refrain
from associating with each other.

In American studies of stratification, Warner emphasized reputation and
prestige more than anyone else. He sought to develop a standard Index of Status
Characteristics, based on such criteria as education, residence, income, and
family background. He believed that Americans use them to estimate each
other's social worthiness and guide themselves in choosing who will be their
friends and with whom they will allow their children to associate.

In sharp contrast to Marx, Warner relied more on these 'subjective' criteria of
stratification than on the 'objective' differences between them, such as income.
This greater reliance on objective factors recalls the Weberian doctrine that
status groups are not identical with economic classes.

Warner pioneered in the spread of the methods of research. He conveyed a
view of American society as stratified by classes that consist of persons who
enjoy the same prestige rating. Because he believed that classes are formed on
these estimates of prestige, Warner postulated the existence of a six-class
system, so that, in the typical Warnerian study, we find reference to the upper-
upper and lower-upper classes, the upper-middle and lower-middle classes, and
the upper-lower and the lower-lower classes.

Notes to the text:

admixtures - mpuMecu

assumed equality - mpeamnonaraemMoe (BEIMBIIIIICHHOE) PABEHCTBO
refrain from - Bo3aepuBaTbcs OT

index (pl. indexes or indices) - ykazarenb

social worthiness - coruanpHas (00IIECTBEHHAs ) 3HAYMMOCTb, BEC
to enjoy the same prestige rating - UMETh OJJMHAKOBBIN PEUTHHT

II. Transcribe the following words. Practise their pronunciation.

impact index (pl. indexes, indices)
rely reliance

emphasis (pl. emphases) to emphasize

doctrine empirical

an estimate to estimate

to associate criterion (pl. criteria)

II1. Memorize the following words and expressions:



an impact (on), outstanding = prominent, emphasis (on), to emphasize, an
estimate, to estimate, criterion (pl. criteria), rely on, research methods, social
standing.

IV. Give Russian equivalents for the following:

an outstanding sociologist, admixtures, an empirical study, in terms of
sociology, to postulate the existence of class system, to pioneer in the spread of
research methods, stratified by classes, they view each other, to rely on
objective criteria, to convey a view.

V. Give English equivalents for the following:

OOIIIECTBEHHOE TIOJIOKEHUE,  OLIEHHWBaTh,  MpUAaBaTh 0c000€ 3HAYCHHE
IPECTHKY, OCHOBAHHBI HA MHOTUX KPUTEPUSIX, TPUHUMATH 0€3 10Ka3aTeNIbCTB,
IIPOUCXOXKJIEHUE, paCIEHUBATh, pa3JieJeHHbIA (pacCcIOCHHBIA) Ha KIIACCHI,
BJIUSIHUE HAa TPY/Abl COLIMOJIOTOB, OIIEHKAa MPECTHXKA, CChUIKA Ha JOKTPUHY
Bebepa, nenath ynop Ha penyTaiuio U IPEeCTHK.

VI. Find in the text the words with the meanings

a) similar to: famous (3), to estimate (2), influence, to unite, to try, distribution,
to have the same rating;

b) opposite to: theoretical, subjective, extraordinary, inherent.

VII. Translate into Russian the following words. Mind their pronunciation.

emphasis - to emphasize - emphatic - emphatically
real - realistic - reality - realizable - realization
consider - considerable - consideration

an associate - to associate - associated - association
worth - worthy - worthiness

rely - reliable - reliance

refer - referring - reference — referee.

VIII. Give the English words corresponding to the Russian ones below. Find
out if the English words have some other meanings.

aHAJIU3UPOBATh, PEJIUTUO3HBIM, CYOBEKTHUBHBIA, OOBEKTUBHBIN, HIACHTUYHBIM,
penyTanus, XapakTePUCTUKa, CTPYKTypa, CTaHAAPT, KPUTEPU, OCTYJIUPOBATh,
OMIIMPUYECKUH, PE3UICHLIMSA, ACCOLUUPOBATHCS, JOKTPUHA.

IX. a) Copy out of the text and translate the words with suffixes “-ence”,



“-ance” corresponding to the verbs:
reside, exist, refer, rely, allow, differ.

b) Form nouns corresponding to the following verbs. Mind the
pronunciation of the noun derived from the verb 'prevail'.

accept, (dis)appear, apply, rely, prevail, signify, reside.
X. Transcribe the following nouns and verbs. Practise pronouncing them.

estimate - to estimate, graduate - to graduate, candidate - to candidate, advocate -
to advocate.
XI. Translate into Russian the following phrases with compounds:

a three-room(ed) flat, a five-storey(ed) building, a twenty-day leave, a six-class
system, a three-group classification.

XII. Fill in the blanks with necessary prepositions:

1.We can't deny the fact that the ancient philosophers made an impact ... the
thinking and writing ... all outstanding students of stratification.

2.Weber's writing is devoted ... relationships ... classes, status groups, and
parties.

. Weber saw property, power, and prestige ... terms ... their interacting.

. sharp contrast ... Karl Marx, Max Weber relied more ... prestige rating.

. Thomas Hobbes made an emphasis ... a fundamental equality ... all men.

. The ideal society of Hobbes was stratified ... classes.

. Such social philosophers as Burke, Locke, Rousseau, Hegel were aware
the existence ... strata based ... interest differences, acquired differences or
birth.

8. Warner's classes consisted ... people enjoying the same prestige rating.

9. In the works ... modern sociologists we find reference ... the ideas

ancient social philosophers.

10. Are status groups identical ... classes?

11. We can't rely ... these indexes.

XIII. Say whether the following statements are right or wrong:

1. Marx and Weber had no impact on modern sociological thought and writing.
2. There are admixtures of Marxian and Weberian thought in Lynd's approach.
3. Warner makes an emphasis on Weber's status groups more than any other
American sociologist.
4. Warner was responsible for the emphasis on reputation and prestige.
. He believed that Americans estimated each other and chose their friends on
certain criteria.

)}



6. Warner only pioneered in the research methods.
7. Warner postulated the existence of a two-class system.

XIV. Translate the sentences into English:

1. Bnusaue Mapkca n BeGepa Ha oOpa3 MBICIIH BBLIAIOMINXCS MPEACTaBUTENCH
aAMEPHUKAHCKHUX COITMOJIOTUYECKUX KPYTOB OBLIO 3HAYUTEIIHHBIM.

2. PobGept Jluna mpoananmusupoBai "THNHYHOE" aMEPUKAHCKOE OOIIECTBO C
TOYKA 3pEHUS BIUSHHUS OSKOHOMUYECKOW BIACTU HA IOJUTHUYECKHUE,
OOIIIECTBEHHBIE, 00pa30BaTEIIbHBIC U PEITUTHO3HBIE HHCTUTYTHI OOIIIECTBA.

3. JInoiin BapHep Hauan npakTUYECKOE MCCIIEIOBAHUE OTHOIIEHUN B CTATyCHBIX
rpyImnmax.

4. Bapuep, kak u Bebep, ynensi ocoboe BHUMaHHUE CTaTyCHBIM I'PYIIIaM.

. PaBeHCTBO B 0OIIIECTBEHHOM TMOJOXEHUM - 3TO OCHOBAa OTHOIICHUW B

aMEPHUKAHCKOM OOIIEeCTBE.

6. MHJIeKC CcTaTyCHBIX XapaKTEpUCTUK BapHepa OCHOBAaH Ha TaKUX KPUTEPUSIX
Kak o0Opa3oBaHue, MECTO MPOKUBAHUS, TI0XO/I, TPOUCXOXK/ICHHUE.

7. BapHep paccmaTpuBall aMepUKaHCKOE OOIIECTBO KaK OOIIECTBO, pa3/IeIeHHOE
Ha KJIACChl, KOTOpPBIE COCTOSAT W3 JIIOAEH C OJMHAKOBBIM PEUTHHIOM
MPECTUXKA.

8. Bapuep cuutan, uyto kimaccel (GOPMHUPYIOTCS Ha OIICHHUBAHWUU MPECTHIKA
JUYHOCTH.

9. Bapnep noctyiaupoBa CyIleCTBOBAaHUE IECTU KIIACCOB.

9

XV. Answer the following questions:

1. What outstanding American sociologists do you know?

2. Who was the most prominent man of stratification?

3. What did he analyze in his works?

4. Who began the empirical study of stratification in American society?

5. How did Warner and Weber view American communities?

6. What did Warner seek to discover in different social groupings?

7. What criteria was Warner's Index of Status Characteristics based on?

8. Warner's 'subjective’ criteria of stratification differed greatly from Marx's, didn't
they?

9.What estimates, in Warner’s opinion, are classes formed on?

10.What classes does Warner refer to?

XVI. Speak on the ideas and views of R. Lynd and W. Lloyd Warner using
the key words given below:

R. Lynd: an impact on, outstanding, sociological ranks, in somebody's
approach, to analyze something in terms of



W. Lloyd Warner: empirical study, emphasis on, associate with and refrain
from, equality of social standing, to rely on, the objective criteria, to estimate
somebody's social worthiness, identical with economic classes, to pioneer in the
spread of, to convey a view, to enjoy the same prestige rating.

XVII. Give a summary of the text.

UNIT 4

I. Read the text and try to understand it:

RECENT AMERICANS

Part 11

A third major influence on American studies of stratification is C. Wright
Mills. In his 'Power of Elite' Mills argues that power is the key concept in social
relations, and that effective power, at least in American society, derives from
favourable economic positions. The economic elite, Mills says, joins with the
military elite (the military high command) to form a power elite that considers
itself a privileged group and sees its interests as paramount to those not of the
elite. American social, economic, and political policy tends to reflect, says Mills,
the joint decisions of these three elites, who form various combinations, with
varying degrees of influence distributed among them, depending on the issue at
stake.

The close connection between economic and political power was claimed by
both Marx and Weber and was elaborated and analyzed in a particular community
by Lynd. Mills gave a further impetus and this has come to be an approach to
stratification that often stands in sharp opposition to the 'reputational' approach
followed by those who accept Warner's point of view. Yet almost no student of
stratification today relies alone on objective indices (such as income and
education). Most empirical studies of stratification employ some elements of both
objective and subjective measures. There is no consensus among American
sociologists that the social strata or classes in America consist of strictly economic
interest groups, of status groups, or of political interest groups.

The issues are of paramount importance in the analysis of the American
stratification system. The first is: Can one properly speak of social classes in
America as meaningful groups or is it best to conceive of Americans as acting
through groups representing special interests (trade unions, manufacturers
associations, consumer groups, educational associations, church organizations,
and the like)? The other major issue concerns the problem of mobility - the



movement of persons in and out of different social strata - to wit, Is America
still the land of opportunity?

The answers to both questions - that of the existence of classes, and that of the
possibilities of movement up and down the class ladder - depend on how one
defines his terms, what kind of action one is talking about, and how much
movement of what kind one is analyzing.

Notes to the text:

the issue at stake - Bonpoc, mocTaBieHHbIN Ha KapTy
consumer - MOTpeOUTENb

and the like - 1 Tomy noo6Hoe

to wit = that 1s - To ecTh, @ UMECHHO

I1. Transcribe the following words. Practise their pronunciation.

Wright impetus
1ssue command
paramount association
favourable conceive

II1. Memorize the following words and expressions:

paramount, to claim, to elaborate, impetus, to employ, issue, to conceive (of),
mobility, to define, at least, favourable positions, a privileged group, joint
decisions, point of view, up and down the class ladder

IV. Give Russian equivalents for the following:

to derive from favourable positions, issues of paramount importance, varying
degrees of influence, a particular community, to give an impetus to, strictly
economic interest groups, to rely on objective indices, the land of opportunity

V. Give English equivalents for the following:

OCHOBHAsl O3ULIKA, PUBUIIETUPOBAHHBIE TPYIIIbI, IO KpaliHEH Mepe, BHITOJHOE
NOJIO)KEHWE, BJACTHAasl AJINTA, COBMECTHBIE pEIICHMs, TECHas CBS3b,
pa3pabaTbiBaTh, JaTh TOJYOK 4YeMy-JIM0O, TOYKAa 3pEHHUs, I0JaraThCsi Ha
00BEKTHBHBIE MMOKA3aTENIM, UCIOIb30BATh HEKOTOPBIE 3JIEMEHTHI, MPEACTABIISTh
cebe aMepuKaHIEB, BONPOCHI MEPBOCTENIEHHONW BAa)KHOCTH, BBEPX M BHH3 IIO
0OLIECTBEHHOM JIECTHUIIE, JaBaTh ONpeIeJIeHUE (TEpMUHAM)



VL. Find in the text the words and expressions with the meanings

a) similar to: in sharp contrast to, to work out, consent, collective decisions,
meaningful, issue, the major concept, problems of greatest importance, to use

b) opposite to: favour, joint, subjective, theoretical, effective, similar
VII. Copy out of the text the English equivalents of the following:

KoHuenius, dA(PGEKTUBHBIA, HIUTa, KOMaHAOBaHWE, MUJIUTAPUCTCKUM,
dbopmupoBaTh, OTpakaThb, KOMOWUHAIIMU, CYOBEKTUBHBIN, TpPEA-FOHUOHBI,
MOOMJIBHOCTD, AUCTPUOYTUBHBIN

VIII. Read and translate the following derivatives:

to value - value (n.) - valuable - valued - valuing - evaluate - evaluation

to vary - varied - varying - variant - variety - various - variability

to analyze - analyzed - analyzing - analysis - analyst - analytic - analytical -
analytically

IX. a) Translate the nouns with the suffix “-ity” into Russian:

mobility, personality, opportunity, possibility, inequality, community, objectivity,
productivity, reality, inevitability, stability, prosperity, similarity, totality

b) Form nouns from the following adjectives:
peculiar, special, relative, creative, regular

X. Form adjectives with the help of the suffix “-ous’. Mind the shift of
stress in some adjectives. Be sure that you know what each word means.

fame, courage, advantage, glory, space, courage

XI. Translate the sentences into Russian paying attention to the meaning of
the verb 'tend':

1. Mills says that American social, economic, and political policy tends to reflect
the joint decisions of the three elites.

2. Most empirical studies of stratification tend to employ both objective and
subjective measures.

3. Sociologists tend to consider the terms 'social stratification' and 'social
inequality' synonymous.

4. Scientists tend to mention the better documented period in the history of
stratification, - that is the period which started 2000 years ago.

5. Most of modern sociological writings tend to combine some aspects of
Marxist thought with Max Weber's issues.

6. The capitalist class tends to control the power of the state due to its economic power.



7. The Marxist approach tends to emphasize the power of the economic factor.

XII. Translate the sentences into English:

1. Mui3 mokas3pIBaeT, 4TO BJIACTH - 3TO OCHOBHOE TMOHSITHE B OOIIECTBEHHBIX
OTHOILICHUSIX.

2. DKOHOMHYECKasT M BOCHHAS DJUTHI OOpa3yrOT BIACTHYIO SJIUTY, KOTOpas
SIBJISICTCS PUBUJIETUPOBAHHOM TPYIIIIOM.

3. Ilonutnyeckuie marn AMEPUKH OTPAKAIOT COBMECTHBIE PELICHHUS ITUX TPEX DJIUT.

4. Mapkc u BebGep mnpu3HaBaiM TECHYIO CBSI3b MEXJIY SKOHOMHUYECKOH U
MOJIMTUYECKON BiacThlo. Bompoc 00 3Toil cBsizu B 00mecTBe OblI
pa3zpaboTaH U mpoaHaau3upoBaH JIMHIOM.

6. PaGoTsl Muiuiza cTUMyTUPOBAI UCCIIEOBAHMS B TAaHHOW 00JIaCcTH.

7. llomxompt Mwmmza u  Bapuepa k  cTpatudukanud  COBEPIICHHO
IPOTUBOIOJIOKHBI.

8. CoBpeMEHHBIE COIMOJIOTH TOJIAraloTCd HAa CYOBEKTUBHBIE U OOBEKTUBHBIC
XapaKTEPUCTUKH: YECTh U MPECTHX, TOXO 1 00pa3oBaHUE.

9.V amepukaHCKHX COLIMOJIOTOB HET EAUHOAYIIHS [0 IOBOJly HHTEPECOB,
00BEIUHSIONINX JIFOJCH B CTPATHI.

10. BONBIIMHCTBO AMIHUPUYECKUX HCCIEIOBAHUN  HMCHOJIB3YET  DIIEMEHTHI
CyOBEKTUBHBIX U OOBEKTUBHBIX XapAKTEPUCTHUK.

11.B  AmMepuke BONpPOCHl CYUIECTBOBAaHUSI KJIAaCCOB M  BO3MOYKHOCTH
MEPEeIBIKCHNSI BBEPX M BHU3 MO OOIIECTBEHHOW JIECTHUIIE - BOMPOCHI
IIEPBOCTENEHHON BAXKHOCTH.

XIII. a) Answer the questions on the first paragraph:

1. What did Mills claim concerning the elite in American society?
2. What issue did Lynd elaborate and analyze?
3.Whose ideas did Lynd follow?
4. What was the further approach of Lynd’s and Mills’s followers to
stratification ?
5. What characteristics do modern students of stratification rely on?

b) Ask your classmates questions on the last two paragraphs.

XIV Make up an outline of the text and retell it using the topical
vocabulary.

XV. Give a summary of the text.

XVI. Revise the text 'Recent Americans' (PartI) from Unit 3. Speak on the
development of American sociology from Robert Lynd to C. Wright Mills.
UNIT 5



I. Read the text and try to understand it:

TALCOTT PARSONS

The work of the distinguished sociologist Talcott Parsons is in the mainstream
of thinking and theorizing about stratification. He is one of the leading
interpreters of Max Weber and an influential theorist. Parson's principal
contribution has been his effort to formulate a set of propositions about social
stratification on the highest possible level of generality.

He believes the essence of stratification in any society to be the relative moral
evaluation enjoyed by different social units. As for the criteria by which this
evaluation is determined, Parsons leans heavily in the Warnerian direction and
he takes subjective judgments by others as the basis of the formation of strata or
social units or statuses. He follows Warner in arguing that property is only one
of the many possible basis of evaluation. He also develops Weber's implicit
notions about the imperativeness of stratification by noting that moral judgment
and evaluation of all actions is a sine qua non of all societies, since societies are
by definition organizations of activities around common purposes and values;
hence a distinction must always be made between that which is better and which
i1s worse, in terms of the agreed-upon ends and values of the society. Thus those
members of the society who exemplify the most valued qualities or perform the
most valued functions are likely to receive the highest ranking. Parsons then
develops a classification of the conditions under which one set of qualities is
likely to be valued more highly than others. These conditions are put in terms of
the main 'thrust' of a given society - whether the society focuses on achieving
desired ends, or emphasizes the need for cohesion and integration. The kind and
degree of stratification is thus explained by Parsons in terms of other major
features of the society, and he hence represents a series of hypotheses of the
most general and most widely applicable kind.

Notes to the text:

. 1s in the mainstream of thinking - yxiaapiBaeTcs B pyciio pa3MbIILIIIEHUN
sine qua non ['sainikwei'non] - 00s13aTeIbHOE YCIOBUE
agreed-upon ends and values - o01enpUHATHIE, YCIOBIECHHBIE €U U IIEHHOCTH
these conditions are put in the terms of the main 'thrust' of a given society -
9TH YCJIOBUS MPOSIBIISIOTCS B BEIPAXKECHUH TIIABHOTO ...
in terms of - ¢ TOukH 3peHusi, B BBIPAKEHUU

I1. Transcribe the following words. Practise their pronunciation.



interpreter cohesion

influential essence
hypothesis (pl. hypotheses) implicit
applicable exemplify

II1. Memorize the following words and expressions:

principal, essence, implicit, hence, a set of propositions, a social unit, moral
evaluation, judgment, valued qualities, to receive the highest rating, be likely to
..., to achieve the desired ends, widely applicable.

IV. Give Russian equivalents for the following:

to theorize about stratification, the leading interpreter, a set of propositions, on the
highest possible level of generality, to enjoy moral evaluation, implicit notion,
imperativeness, valued qualities, cohesion, common purposes and values.

V. Give English equivalents for the following:

BIUSTEIBHBIA TEOPETHUK, BBIJAIONIUNCA COIMOJIOr, OCHOBHOW BKJIAJ B
COIIMOJIOTHIO, ~ OCHOBHBIC  YEpPThl,  COLIMalbHAs  Tpynmna  (eauHHIIA,
nojpasjeiicHue), OIEHUBATh, OOIECTPUHSITHIC IIEIH, OLICHKHU, OOUIMe LEeId U
IIEHHOCTH, IIOJYYUTh BBICIIYIO OIIEHKY, CYOBEKTHBHOE CYKICHHE, DS
MPEIOKCHHM, [ICHHBIC KaueCTBa, Psjl KAYECTB, BBIMIOIHATh (DYHKITMH, TOCTUYb
KEITAeMbIX PE3yJbTAaTOB, IMIUPOKO HCIIOJIB3YyEMbI, C TOYKH 3PEHUS, CIIYKHUTh
PUMEPOM, OIPEACNATh (JaBaTh OMPECICHUE), CIUIOYEHHOCTh (CIUSHUE),
00beIMHEHUE, PsiJl TUIIOTE3.

VI. Find in the text the words and expressions similar to the following:

widely used, main (2), a number of (2), goal, results, characteristics, the desired
ends, to be an example, to emphasize something, to perform functions

VII. Give the plural of the nouns below. Transcribe them.
criterion, phenomenon, basis, stratum, emphasis, hypothesis, series, focus, crisis,
thesis.

VIII. a) Form adjectives from the following nouns with the help of the suffix
“-al”. Translate the new words.

essence, influence, president, commerce, finance.

b) Form adjectives from the following verbs with the help of the suffix “-
able”. Translate the new words.



desire, value, enjoy, read, separate, move, advise, apply.
IX. Give the verbs corresponding to the following nouns and adjectives:
theory, emphasis, critic, general, drama, final, stable

X. a) Find in the text the two sentences with the Subjective-with the-I nfinitive
construction and translate them.

b) Translate the sentences with the Subjunctive-with-the-Infinitive
Construction into Russian:

"to be likely to'

1.These scientists are likely to publish three articles in a French journal
2.He is not likely to succeed because he never works hard.

3.The students are likely to take part in the conference.

4. New theories are not likely to appear in the nearest future.

5. The discovery is likely to have a far-reaching effect.

6. He is not likely to come tomorrow.

7. They are unlikely to become influential specialists in this field.

'to be sure'

1. He 1s sure to win the competition.

2. The talks are sure to be a success.

3. At the end of the century scientists are sure to work out these problems.
4. You are sure to concern with the following problem of mobility - the
movement of persons in and out of different social strata.

'to be certain’

1. Sociologists are certain to influence the solution of major social and political
problems.

2. They are certain to inform us about their plans.

3. The application of science and technology in all fields is certain to affect the
structure of society as a whole.

4. The struggle between workers and employers is certain to become conscious
if workers are aware of their historic role.

XI. Translate the sentences using the Subjunctive-with-the-Infinitive
Construction:



1. Ona 00s13aTeNBHO C/ACNIAET IOKJIA]] Ha COOpaHUHU.

2. CTyieHTBl HaBEpHSKAa XOPOIIO HAMUIILYT TECT.

3. BO3M0HO, OH IPUMET Y4aCTUE B IUCKYCCHHU.

4. COMHUTEINIBHO, UTO OHU BBITIOJHSAT CBOIO POJIb.

5. EnBa nu oH mpu3HAET BaXXHOCTh ATOM MPOOJIEMEI.

6. Haubosiee u3BecTHOE MM B psiIaX aMEPUKAHCKUX COLIMOJIOTOB, BEPOSITHO,
umst Po6epra JIunna.

XII. Translate the sentences into English:

1. ITapcoHC - BBIIArOUIMMCA COLMOJIOT, IVIABHBIM MHTEpIIpeTaTtop uaen Makca
BeOepa u BIUSTENbHBINA TEOPETHUK.

2. I'maBHb1ii Bkiaa IlapcoHca B COLMOJNOTHIO - MONBITKA C(OpPMYJIHpPOBATH B
caMoM OOIIIeM BHJIE PaJl TIOJI0KEHUN OTHOCUTEIBHO CTPATU(UKAIIHH.

3. OH cumuTaeT, 4TO CyTh CTpaTU(UKAIIMN B JTIOOOM OOIIECTBE - OBITH OIICHKOM
JUTSL pa3JIMYHBIX COLMAJIBHBIX IPYIIII.

4. Drta olleHKa OIpeAesieHa KPUTEPHSIMHU, KOTOPbIE Mbl HaXOJuM B TpyJax
BapHepa 1 cyObeKTUBHBIX CYXKIAEHUSAX IPYTUX YUEHBIX.

5. [Tapconc pa3BuBaeT nousTHE Bebepa 0 HE0OX0IMMOCTH CTpaTH(PUKAIINH.

6. I[To muenuro ITapcoHca s Bcex 00ECTB 00513aTE€IbHBIM YCIOBUEM SBIISETCS
MOpaJjbHAas OLICHKA BCEX JICMCTBUM.

7. IlapcoHc ompezenser oOOIIecCTBa KaK OPraHU3alUI0 JCSITEIHHOCTH BOKPYT
OOIIMX IIeNIel M LIEHHOCTEH.

8. CornacHo IlapcoHcy, Te wieHbl O00IIECTBa, KOTOpPHIE JIEMOHCTPUPYIOT
HanOoJiee IEHHbIE KaueCTBa, BEPOSATHO, IMOIY4YaT BbICIIUNA PEATHHT .

9. I TOCTH>KEHHS JKETAEMBIX PE3yJIbTATOB OOIIECTBO JOHKHO BBIIOJHUTH
OIPEJICIICHHBIE YCIIOBHUS.

10. Psax runote3 Ilapconca mpencraBnser coboii TMIOTE3bl Haubosaee oOIIero
XapaKTepa, OHU MOTYT IIUPOKO MPUMEHATHCS.

XIII. Answer the following questions:

. What is Talcott Parsons?

. What is his principal contribution to sociology?

. What is the essence of stratification in any society, as Parsons sees it?

. Who does he follow determining the criteria of this evaluation?

. Does Parsons focus only on property as the basis of evaluation?

. How does he develop Weber's propositions?

. Isn't moral evaluation, according to Weber and Parsons, a necessary condition
in any society?

. How is evaluation made in terms of the agreed-upon ends and values?

. Who, in Parson’s opinion, is likely to receive the highest rating ? Do you
agree with him?

10. What classification does Parsons develop?
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11. What two main sets of propositions does he put forward?
12. How does Parsons explain the kind and degree of stratification?

XIV. Write down a list of Talcott Parsons' major contributions to sociology.
Do not forget to mention Parsons' predecessors whose propositions he
developed. Add some key words to every point in your list and, using them,
speak on Parsons' views.

UNIT 6
I. Read the text and try to understand it:
EQUILIBRIUM THEORISTS AND CONFLICT THEORISTS

Part1

The major source of disagreement among sociologists today is around the
notion of conflict; its naturalness, its frequency, and its significance. This
disagreement is known as one between 'equilibrium theorists' and 'conflict
theorists'. The equilibrium school tends to see society as an organism that tries to
maintain itself in some form of balance. It is natural, then, for sociologists who
think this way to ask of any social arrangement, such as a system of stratification
- How does it fit into the larger social system? How does it help to maintain the
larger system? How, in turn, is it maintained by other subsystems, such as the
family, the educational institutions, and the general economy? The concern, in
short, 1s with the functional connection among the various parts of a society, of
which the system of stratification is but one. From this point of view, conflict
(whether between the individuals, groups, or strata) is seen as a fact requiring
attention and social action to reduce or eliminate it. Stability and order are
viewed as natural and normal, while conflict and disorder are seen as social
deviants, and as evidence that the system is not working properly. Rightly or
wrongly, Warner and Parsons, as well as those who follow their theoretical and
methodological positions, are identified with this point of view.

By conflict with the equilibrium school's emphasis on stability, functional
interconnections, and integration, those identified with the conflict school, such
as Robert Lynd, C. Wright Mills, Lewis Coser, and Ralf Dahrendorf, see society
as a collection of various institutions - economic, political, educational - that are
often poorly integrated with each other. The unequal distribution of property,
power, and prestige is seen as representing a social privilege enjoyed by an elite,
whose advantage in these regards makes it more difficult for others to enjoy the
good things of life. Stratification or social inequality is thus seen as a major



source of continuing conflict in a society. From this point of view conflict is
inherent, natural, and predictable in social organization.

Notes to the text:

it (social arrangement) fits into the larger system - BXOIUT COCTaBHO 4acCThIO B
0oJsee KPYIHYIO CUCTEMY

... how in turn - ... Kak, B CBOIO o4epeib

... 1s but one - ... sBisIETCS (BCETO) JIUIIH OJTHON YaCTHIO

in these regards - B 3TOM OTHOIICHHUH

predictable - mpenckazyembiii

I1. Transcribe the following words. Practise their pronunciation.

frequency identify
deviant advantage
methodological  predictable
equilibrium inherent

II1. Memorize the following words and expressions:

to maintain, to reduce, to view, social deviant, evidence, to identify with,
equilibrium school, conflict school, social arrangement, in short, from this point
of view, functional connections, to enjoy a privilege

IV. Give Russian equivalents for the following:

the major source of disagreement, to maintain oneself in balance, social
arrangement, functional connections among the various parts of a society, to
reduce or eliminate conflict, to view implicitly, emphasis on stability, to enjoy a
social privilege, to enjoy the good things of life, equilibrium theorists, conflict
theorists

V. Give English equivalents for the following:

NOHATUE KOH(IMKTA, TIJaBHbIM HCTOYHUK KOH(JIMKTA, OOIIECTBEHHOE
YCTPOMCTBO, COXPaHATh PABHOBECUE, KOPOYE TOBOPS, PYHKIMOHAIBHBIE CBS3H,
C 3TOM TOYKM 3pPEHUS, YMEHBIIUTh WU YCTPAHUTh KOH(IUKT, pacCMaTpUBaTh
COLIMAJIBHBIE OTKJIOHEHHUS, METOAO0JIOTUYECKUN, OTOXKAECTBIATH (C 4eM-JIH00,
KeM-JI100), TMOJIb30BAThCSA NMPUBUIICTUSMHU, PaclpeaesicHHe COOCTBEHHOCTH U
BJIACTH, IPEUMYILIECTBO, OTKJIOHEHHWE OT HOPMBI, paccMaTpuUBaTh,
CBUJIETEIHCTBO

VL. Find in the text the words and expressions with the meanings



a) similar to: the most important, importance, equilibrium, to focus on, unite,
to keep, social organization, different, to lessen, to view, abnormal, to have a
privilege

b) opposite to: agreement, naturalness, normal, rightly, equal, advantage,
quality, predictable, order.

VII. Find in the text the words corresponding to those below. Find what
other meanings the Russian words have.

HATypaJbHBIA, TCOPECTUUCCKUI, pAaBHOBECHUE, OAJIaHC, MHCTUTYTHI, IMTOACUCTEMA,
(GYHKIMOHAIBHBIM, METOJO0JIOTHYCCKUN, WICHTH(PUIIMPOBATh, WHTErPAIIHS,
JTUCTPUOYITHSI.

VIII. Translate the following derivatives into Russian. Mind the shift of
stress in some of the adjectives and nouns.

maintain - maintenance

arrange - arrangement

method - methodological

reduce - reduced - reduction

connect - connection - interconnection
identify - identified - identification
(dis)advantage - (dis)advantageous
predict - predictable — unpredictable.

IX. a) Translate the sentences into Russian paying attention to the
grammar structure 'for ... to + thelnfinitive':

1. It is important for him to read this book.

2. It is essential for students of stratification to agree on the notion of conflict.
3. It 1s difficult for others to enjoy the good things of life.

4. No efforts are large enough for the research to be completed.

5. It 1s desirable for you to know it.

b) Complete the following sentences:

1. It is important for them ...

2. There 1s no reason for him ...

3. It is advisable for her ...

4. It 1s natural for the 'conflict theorists' ...
5. It is necessary for her ...

6. It is essential for scientists ...

¢) Make up sentences using the following groups of words; use the
structure 'for ... to + theInfinitive



It is necessary philosophers take a different view

It is important sociologists face facts

It is essential politicians deny the progress of
science

It is impossible journalists take interest in politics

understand the essence of
the conflict

X. Translate the sentences into English:

1. IlonsTe KOH(IUKTAa CErogHS - TJIaBHBIH MCTOYHUK PA3HOTIACUNA MEXIY
COLIMOJIOTaMH.

2. "llIxonma paBHOBecHs" OOBIYHO paccMaTPUBAET OOIIECTBO KAaK OpPraHU3M,
CTPEMSIILMICS YAEP/KAThCSI B PABHOBECHH.

3. Takue moacucTemMbl Kak ceMbs, 00Opa3oBaTEIbHbIE MHCTUTYTHI, SJKOHOMHUKA
NOJJIEP>)KUBAIOT ITY CUCTEMY B PABHOBECHUHU.

4. CounonoroB HMHTEPECYIOT (YHKUHMOHAIbHBIE CBA3M B PA3JIUYHBIX YaCTAX

obmiecTna.

5. C 310i1 TOUKH 3peHUsI KOHPIIUKT TPeOyeTCs] YMEHBIINUTD WU YCTPAHUTb.

6. CraOuiapbHOCTH M MOPSAOK pAacCMaTpPUBAIOTCS KaK €CTECTBEHHBIE H
HOpPMAJIbHBIC SIBJICHUSA, @ KOH(PIUKT U OECTIOPSIOK - OTKJIOHEHUE OT HOPMBI.

7. Korga B obuiecTBe CylIECTBYeT HEpaBHOE paclpeiesieHHue COOCTBEHHOCTH,
BJACTh U MPECTUXkA, OIJIUTA MMEET NPEUMYIIECTBO U  MOJb3yeTcs
IPUBUIIETUSAMH.

8.Crpatuduxarus paccMaTpuBarOTCs Kak OCHOBHOM VMCTOYHHK
HEIPEKPaIAoIerocss KOH(MIUKTA B 0OIIECTBE.

9. C 31011 TOUKHM 3peHUs KOHQIIMKT NPEICKa3yeM (IIPOTHOZUPYEM).

XI. Answer the following questions:
1. What is the major source of disagreement among sociologists?

2. Who are the representatives of the equilibrium school? How do they see

society?

3. What do equilibrium theorists want to see in any society?

4. What are they concerned with?

5. What, in their opinion, is conflict?

6. How do they view stability and order? conflict and disorder?

7. What theorists are identified with the conflict school? How do they view
society?

8. What gives a social privilege to an elite?

9.What is the main source of conflict in any society? What are its major

features?



10.Why do you think conflict in any society is predictable?

XII. Speak on the differences between 'equilibrium theorists' and 'conflict
theorists'.

UNIT 7

I. Read the text and try to understand it:

EQUILIBRIUM THEORISTS AND CONFLICT THEORISTS

Part 11

Conflict theorists are greatly interested in the source of tension and strain
within and between social institutions. They view tensions and strains as natural
products of social interactions. Where the equilibrium theorists study the
positive functions of social inequality or stratification, the conflict theorists are
likely to be more concerned with the negative functions. They are concerned
with how these inequalities disrupt societies and make them less productive than
they might otherwise be. Two facts show that the study of stratification has
come to take a central place in modern sociology: (1) thousands of stratification
studies, varying in significance and scope, have been carried out by sociologists
in the past four decades; (2) virtually every study of any social phenomenon -
whether it be of population fluctuations, divorce rates, family styles, or whatever
- takes into account (often to considerable degree) the possibility that some one
or several social and economic factors will significantly influence the behaviour
under study. Indeed, an analysis of the influence of socio-economic factors has
come to be a 'must' in most sociological studies, no matter what the behaviour
under consideration. Moreover, it is standard procedure to analyze the
correlation of such factors as age, sex, urban residence, race, and religion with
'class' factors. Thus, for example, any study of differences in social patterns of
behaviour between Catholics and Protestants is almost sure to include an
analysis of the extent to which the differences apparently due to religious
affiliation may really be due to the greater education and wealth, let us say, of
the Protestants.

In summary, the study of the sources, patterns, and consequences of social
inequalities has become a dominant study of sociologists and is likely to
continue to enjoy widespread attention so long as inequalities exist, and as they
are consequential for the life-chances and life-patterns of the different strata that
make up any society.



Notes to the text:

... than they might otherwise be - yuemM onr MorIH OBI OBITH
takes into account - mpUHUMAET BO BHUMAaHUE

the behaviour under study - n3ydgaemoe nmopeacHue

religious affiliation - mpuHAIIEKHOCTH K KAKOH-ITMOO PETUTHH

II. Transcribe the following words. Practise their pronunciation.

tension apparently
decade affiliation
virtually correlate
fluctuation consequential
socio-economic Protestant
Catholic procedure

IT1. Memorize the following words and expressions:

virtually, tension(s) and strains(s), population fluctuations, divorce rates, family
style, no matter, under study (under consideration), patterns of behaviour, in
summary, consequential

IV. Give Russian equivalents for the following:

to disrupt society, varying in significance and scope, population fluctuations,
to a considerable degree, a 'must' in studies, urban residence, differences due to
education, consequences of social inequalities, to enjoy widespread attention,
strata that make up society, consequential sources of inequality

V. Give English equivalents for the following:

COIMaJbHOE SBIICHWE, HANpPsDKEHHOCTh B OOIIECTBE, B3aUMOCHCTBHE,
paspymiath OOIIECTBO, MPOBOJAUTH M3y4YeHHE, B CYIIHOCTH, KOJHUYECTBO
(IpoleHT) pa3BOJOB, 00pa3 JKU3HU CEMbH, OOIICCTBEHHO-YKOHOMHYECKHE
dbakTophl, TpoIeaypa, BIUATh HA M3ydaeMOe IOBEJCHUE, COIMabHAsI MOJICIb
[IOBEJEHMUs, 0000IIaTh, ITOCIEACTBHSA, I0JIb30BATHLCS BHUMAHHEM, Ba)KHOCTD,
COCTaBJIATH OOIIECTBO

VL. Find in the text the words and expressions with the meanings similar to:

to be interested in, to ruin, in fact, under consideration, common procedure,
modes of behaviour, to get attention, important, to constitute society

VII. Transcribe the following derivatives. Mind the shift of stress in some
words. Translate them into Russian.



theory - theorist - theoretical

virtue - virtual - virtually

economy - economist - economic - economical - economize
consequent - consequently - consequence - consequential
consider - considerable - considerate

function - functional - functionate — functionary

VIII. Translate the sentences into English:

1. "Teopust koH(}IUKTA" paccMaTpUBAeT COLHUAIBHYIO HAMpPsLKEHHOCTh B
OOLIECTBE KaK €CTECTBEHHBIN MPOAYKT OOIIECTBEHHOIO B3aUMOECHCTBUS.

2. IlpeacraBureneld 3TOW TEOPUM HHTEPECYIOT HCTOYHUKHM HAIPSIKEHHOCTH
BHYTPH U MEKy COUMATbHBIMU HHCTUTYTAMHU.

3. Ix GecrioKosAT OTpHUIIATENbHBIC MTPOSBICHUS PACCIOCHUS OOIIECTBA.

4.1lpencraBurenn  TEOPUM  PABHOBECHS  M3Yy4alOT  IIOJOKHUTEIBHOE B
CTpaTU(PUKALUH.

5.B mnocnegHue pecATWIETHS COLUOJIOTHM IIPOBEIM MAacCy HUCCICIOBAHUU
COLIMAJIBHBIX TPYIIIL.

6. CyliecTByeT COOTHOIIEHHE MEXAYy TaKUMHU (aKkTopamMH Kak BO3pacT, IMOJ,
MECTO MNPOKMBAHUSA, HAUMOHAJIbHAs IPUHAJICKHOCTb, BEPOUCIIOBEAAHUE
YeJI0OBeKa M PEJIMTHO3HBIMU U KIACCOBBIMH (DAKTOPaMH.

7. CyIecTBYIOT pa3ivyuMsl B COUUAIBHBIX MOJEISAX MOBEACHUS NIPEACTABUTEIICH
Pa3IUYHBIX PETUTHO3HBIX TPYIII.

8. CeromHs COLMOJNOTH YJIEISAIOT OCHOBHOEC BHUMAHME W3YYCHHIO IIPUYMH,
MOJIETIEA U MOCJIEACTBUI COMAIBHOTO HEPABEHCTBA.

IX. Answer the following questions:

1. How do conflict theorists and equilibrium theorists view tensions and strains
and their sources?

2. What facts have made sociological study a central place in modern sociology?

3. What is a 'must' in sociological studies?

4. What factors are correlated by sociologists?

5. What does stratification study?

X. Make an outline of the text. Supply each point with key words from the
text. Retell it using the outline and the key words.

XI. Say what is meant by

socio-economic factors, social interaction, conflict school, social institutions,
life patterns, strata, population fluctuation, life-chances, life-styles, equilibrium
model, social inequality, correlation, society, stratification



XII. Revise the texts from Units 6 and 7 and speak on the views of
equilibrium theorists and conflict theorists.

UNIT 8

I. Read the text and try to understand it:

HOW TO DEFINE STRATIFICATION

Most current usage speaks of social stratification rather than of social
inequality, but for all practical purposes the terms are synonymous.

Stratification has been defined in a number of ways. Essentially we mean by
social stratification the arrangements of any social group or society into a
hierarchy of positions that are unequal with regard to power, property, social
evaluation, and/or psychic gratification.

Power refers to the ability to secure one's ends in life. Property may be
defined as rights over goods and services. Evaluation refers to a societal
judgement that a status or position is more prestigious and honourable than
others, or more popular, or preferable for one or another reason. Psychic
gratification includes all sources of pleasure and contentment that are not
otherwise classifiable as property, power, or evaluation.

To illustrate: one's income is classifiable as property; with an income one can
command and achieve a variety of desired goods and services, and this is power.
Because of one's acquisitions (e.g., a home or an auto), one may enjoy a certain
amount of prestige or honour or to be thought to have a position preferable to
that of those who earn less; finally, the owner's pleasure and self-esteem may be
greater than of those who earn less and these are psychic gratifications.

In every society one finds rules, often unwritten, that determine how power,
prestige, property, social honour or prestige, and psychic gratification are to be
allocated. The norms governing the distribution of the latter two, however, are
often much more informal and less uniform than those that regulate the
distribution of property and power.

Normally the distribution of these valued good things is accomplished by
assigning quotas to the various social positions or statuses that adults usually
occupy. In modern industrial societies the most important such status is an
occupation. Thus, one may be a doctor, a plant manager, or a skilled worker, and
these positions command customary prevailing rates of wages, salaries, or fees.
Since different statuses enjoy different quotas of power, property, and prestige,
it is possible to arrange such statuses so that those that command equivalent
amounts can be grouped into a stratum and thereby be distinguished from other
strata.



Seen this way, a society consists of various strata arranged in a hierarchical
order based on the amount of power, property, evaluation, and psychic
gratification that the strata characteristically receive. This is the general picture
of a stratified society.

II. Transcribe the following words. Practise their pronunciation.

psychic acquisition
societal accomplished
prestigious assign
classifiable quota

II1. Make an outline of the text and copy out the key words. Use them to
give the gist of the text.

IV. Ask 8-10 questions on the text and discuss it with your classmates. Say if
you know other definitions of stratification.

UNIT 9
I. Read the texts and do the tasks that follow:
FIVE BASIC CHARACTERISTICS OF STRATIFICATION

A number of important attributes have been ascribed to the phenomenon of
stratification:

It is social, i.e., patterned, in character.

It is ancient, i.e., it has been found in all past societies.



It is ubiquitous.

It is diverse in its forms.

It 1s consequential, i.e., the most important, most desired, and often scarcest
things in human life constitute the basic materials which are distributed
unequally.

Lets us look at each of these five contentions.

a)

b)

Text 1. THE SOCIAL PATTERNS OF STRATIFICATION

The significance of social definitions. To say that stratification is social means
that one is not talking about biologically caused inequalities. Differences in
such factors as strength, intelligence, age, and sex can serve as bases on which
statuses or strata are distinguished, but such differences themselves do not
explain why some statuses receive more power, property, and prestige than
others. Biological traits do not become important for social superiority and
inferiority until they are socially recognized and given importance to by being
incorporated into the beliefs, attitudes, and values of the human beings
involved. The manager of the industrial plant normally gets this dominant
position not by physically fighting his way to the top, but by having the
socially defined right kind and amount of education, training, skills,
personality, character, and the like. The determination of who is the 'fittest' to
enjoy larger amounts of property and power is, thus, always a complex social
and cultural matter, often having little to do with biological traits per se.

The significance of norms and sanctions. The 'social' aspect of
stratification also suggests that the distribution of rewards in any community
is governed by 'norms', or conventional rules. At any given moment the
norms are likely to reflect the interests mainly of those who have enough
power to enforce those rules they think best. In every community one finds
that most persons follow such rules, even though they are at the bottom of
the ladder of stratification and are deprived of all but few good things of life.
This helps to explain why periods of revolutionary tension in history are rare
in comparison to periods of 'peaceful' adherence to status quo. Such
acceptance of the way of life by even the most deprived segments of a
population means the strength and durability of the 'norms' once they are
established and once the ruling groups are believed to have control over the
sanctions required to enforce the rules.

The need to socialize each generation. A third implication of the 'social'
aspect of stratification concerns the way in which the norms of the
community are carried down from generation to generation. There is no
evidence that any kind of mentality - slave, ruling, or otherwise - is
biologically inherited. All evidence indicates that every child has to be



d)

taught the rules of his group. The adults, for their part, obey either because
they fear earthly or divine punishment, because they have a simple belief in
the rightness of things as they are, or because they are incapable of
imagining that things could be different. In turn, children learn to obey
partly because they are required to believe in the rightness of their parents'
views and they fear punishment or desire rewards from their parents, or
because they themselves cannot see or imagine alternatives. In short, social
transmission or socialization into the norms from one generation to the next
is indispensable to the continuity of these norms. Every society must be
recreated anew at the birth of each child. No set of social patterns has any
greater permanence than that given to it by the patterns of transmission by
adult to child, which are technically called the processes of socialization.

The inherent instability of social arrangements. If norms have stability
and continuity because of the socialization process, they are also unstable
and discontinuous partly because that process never works perfectly, being
always uneven in its effectiveness from one family to the next and from one
generation to the next. For this reason, among others, every system of
stratification is continuously changing. A second source of inherent
instability in systems of stratification is due to differences in the birth rates
of various strata. If members of the ruling class fail to have enough
competent children to fill the traditional ruling roles, then some of the sons
and daughters of non-elite origins will probably be recruited for these
positions. This failure to produce enough substitutes becomes especially
acute when a society is growing and expanding.

The connection of stratification with other institutions. To say that
stratification is 'social' also means that the system of stratification is always
connected with other aspects of a society. We speak of such connections as
"institutional interdependencies' or 'institutional interrelationships', and we
mean thereby that the existing stratification arrangements are affected by and
have effects upon such other matters as politics, kinship, marriage and the
family, economics, education, and religion.

Notes to the text:

the fittest - camblif TOCTOWHBIN

status quo - (J1aT.) cTaTyc-KBO - MOJOKEHUE, CYIIECTBYIOIIEE B JAHHBII MOMEHT,
WIH CYIIECTBOBABIIIEE B KAKOW-THOO MOMEHT

recreated anew - BOCCO3/1aHO, BOCCTAHOBIIEHO 3aHOBO

acute failure - cunbHBIN poBa, HeyAgaua

taught anew - 00y4eHbI 3aHOBO



II. Transcribe the following words. Practise their pronunciation.

ubiquitous adherence
diverse transmission
scarce socialization
trait failure
superiority acute
inferiority

IT1. Memorize the following words and expressions:

to pattern, ubiquitous, diverse, scarce, trait, personality, rewards, conventional
rule, to deprive (of), adherence (to), implication, indispensable, origin, failure,
to affect, kinship, to succeed somebody, to make up

IV. Read the text again pointing out the main idea of each paragraph.
Write down the key words. Using them prove that stratification is
characterized by social patterning.

V. Make a report on social stratification in ancient societies. Use the topical
vocabulary.

VI. Translate Text 2 in writing:

Text 2. THE UBIQUITY OF STRATIFICATION

Today serious expressions of discontent with the prevailing modes of
distributing goods and services mark the entire world. The discontent is, of
course, eloquent testimony to its presence. On one level the nations of the world
constitute a world-wide system of stratification: the haves vs. the have nots. And
within every nation stratification is also to be found.

Stratification is also present in non-literate societies, whose traditions are largely
oral and for whom the technological features of a civilization based on writing,
science, and discovery are, yet, only of tangential importance. For instance, among



the Bushmen, who hunt, gather their food, and live in bands of 50 to 100 people,
each of which is self-governing, stratification is present though in very rudimentary
forms; hence no social strata in the ordinary sense are found. There are, however,
socially prescribed inequalities between men and women, and between adults and
children. Although it is important to differentiate between systems where
stratification is based primarily on age and sex and those which depend on other
criteria, it is equally important to note universality of power, property, and prestige.

VII. Memorize the following words and expression:

eloquent testimony, the haves vs. (=versus) the have nots, non-literate society, of
tangential importance, in the ordinary sense, to differentiate between

VIII. Retell the text using the following expressions:

discontent, modes of distributing goods, eloquent testimony, a world-wide
system of stratification, non-literate society, oral traditions, to be of tangential
importance, in rudimentary forms, socially prescribed inequalities

IX. Read Text 3 and find answers to the following questions:

1. Does any society exist at either of the theoretical extremes: all statuses would
be assigned equal amounts of power, property, and prestige - all statuses would
be assigned unequal amounts?

2. What matches the diversity in amount of stratification?

3. What general terms of arrangements of strata do you come across reading the
text?

Text 3. THE DIVERSITY OF FORM AND AMOUNT OF
STRATIFICATION

We have previously spoken of inequality and the forms in which this is
expressed. So far as amount is concerned, the theoretical possibilities stretch
from the one extreme where all statuses would be considered entitled to equal
amount of power, property, and prestige, to the other extreme where each and
every status would be assigned unequal amounts. No actual society has existed
at either of these theoretical extremes, though a society such as traditional India,
with its more than 5.000 sub-castes, approaches the extreme of total inequality,



and the agricultural communal cooperatives in Israel, the kibbutzim, approach
the extreme of total equality.

The diversity in amount of stratification found in societies of the past and
present is matched by diversity in form. Here too such terms as class, caste, and
estate are useful to conceptualize different ways in which strata can be arranged,
different degrees of sharpness of distinction among strata, different chances to
change one's stratum, and different degrees of legal recognition of strata as
entities.

Class, caste, and estate are very general terms, however, and although all
systems of the world could be classified under them, we need many other terms
to distinguish more adequately the varying forms of class and caste systems that
exist in the world. Thus while the relations between Negroes and Whites in the
United States have some rather castelike characteristics, it is also true that many
'class' elements are present. The same observation about the mixture of types
would be required to characterize adequately the kinds of stratification systems
we find in the former Soviet Union and the East European societies or the
complex social arrangements one finds in Latin American countries, with their
mixtures of primitive, peasant, and industrial life, and their confluencies of
traditional and modern criteria of stratification.

X. Read the text below and speak on life-chances and life-styles:
Text 4. THE CONSEQUENTIALITY OF STRATIFICATION

The consequences that flow from inequalities in power, property, evaluation,
and psychic gratification can be classified under two general headings: (1) life-
chances, and (2) life-styles.

Life-chances refer to such things as rates and incidences of infant mortality,
longevity, physical and mental illness, childlessness, marital conflict, separation,
and divorce.

Life-styles include such matters as the kind of house and neighbourhood one
lives in; the relationships between parents and children; the kinds of books,
magazines, and TV shows to which one is exposed.

One can, of course, think of all these matters as experiences that different
strata have different chances of enjoying or suffering, and in that sense life-style
would be a subcategory of life-chances. But it makes fair sense to separate such
forms and patterns of social life as we have just mentioned from events and
occurrences such as infant mortality, early death, mental and physical illness,
and divorce rates. Life-chances are much more involuntary and impersonally
determined, while life-styles reflect differences in preferences, tastes, and
values.



XI. Put 5-10 questions on each text of the unit and get ready to discuss them
in class.

XII. Speak on the definition of stratification and its characteristics.

XIII. Give a summary of all the texts in Unit 9. Compare your summary
with the one below:

The text illustrates five features of stratification; its essentially social
character; its antiquity; its ubiquitousness; its diversity; and its consequentiality.
These five features - among others - are the grounds which justify the
importance of the study of social stratification. For if it is everywhere to be
found at all times, and if it is consequential and intimately connected with major
institutions, then surely we should explore this phenomenon; we must study the
major approaches to its understanding taken by various students; we should
know terms or concepts required to give it organized scientific meaning; we
should follow methods best suited for its study; we must know the conditions
under which it varies and along what dimension it varies. We must try to
account for its origins and persistence in human affairs. We ought to ask what
are its implications for the future shape of society.

XIV. Read the summary and say what tasks stratification sets before a
student of stratification.

APPENDIX
Key Terms
COHESION a situation in which people or things stick together,
combine to form a unit
CONFLICT a sociological school based on the sociological
THEORISTS approach which assumes that social behavior is best

understood in terms of conflict or tension among
competing groups

CORRELATION a relationship between two variables whereby a
change in one coincides with a change in the other
DEVIANCE behavior that violates the standards of conduct or

expectations of a group or society




QUILIBRIUM the stratification school based on Talcott Parsons’

THEORISTS functionalist view of society as tending towards a
state of stability or balance

ESTEEM the reputation that a particular individual has within
an occupation

EVALUATION appraisal, assessment

EXPLICIT clearly or fully expressed, definite

FLUCTUATION frequent changes in the amount, value or level of
something

IMPLICIT implied, though not plainly expressed

SOCIAL frequent changes in the amount, value, or level of

FLUCTUATIONS something

LIFESTYLES Max Weber’s term for people’s opportunities to

provide themselves with material goods, positive
living conditions, and favorable life experiences

SELF-ESTEEM

feeling that you are as important as other people and
deserve to be treated well

SOCIALIZATION the process whereby people learn the attitudes,
values, and actions appropriate to individuals as
members of a particular culture

UBIQUITOUS omnipresent, present everywhere
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