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Unit 1
The American University: Selectivity and Admission

Pre-reading. Anticipation exercise

1 Do you think that the structure of higher education in the USA is similar to or
different from that of West-European countries? Russia?

2. Is higher education available to all Americans or to only those who can afford it?
Key vocabulary, college, public school, private school, grant, scholarship,
employment, transcript, SAT, ACT, TOEFL, undergraduate, graduate, liberal
arts

Text 1. Higher Education in the USA: The General Overview

The structure of education in the United States differs notably from that in
most other countries. While educational systems in many areas of the world are
national in character and centralized in control, education in the US is
decentralized and diversified. Under the principle of federal government,
education is a responsibility of each of the 50 states, the District of Columbia
and the territories. Each state has developed a system of public schools and a
system of chartering and regulating private schools.

Higher education is the term used in the United States for formal education
beyond the 12 years of elementary and secondary school and includes the
instruction offered at two-year community and junior colleges, four-year
colleges, universities that award graduate degrees, and various technical and
professional schools.

The financial support for U.S. higher education derives from a number of
different sources. Public colleges and universities are financed primarily by
state, county, or city governments or by a combination of several levels, and
they are subject of governmental authority. Public institutions make up 45% of
the total number of higher education institutions in the U.S. Private institutions,
which include 46 % of the total, are governed by their own boards of trustees
and are supported largely by private individuals or groups or religious
organizations. The third type of schools are the profit-making or proprietary
institutions which comprise 9 % of all higher education institutions.

In everyday speech, the terms *“college” and “university” are used
interchangeably. However, there is a distinction. The US college has no
counterpart in the educational system of any other country. It is the nucleus from
which all institutions of higher learning have developed in the U.S. The
university is the outgrowth and expansion of the college. A university is made
up of a group of schools that include a 4-year undergraduate liberal arts college,
graduate schools. Some technological and professional programs, such as those
in agriculture, nursing, and teaching, are offered at both the undergraduate and



graduate levels. Other professions, such as medicine, dentistry, and law, are
studied only at the graduate level.

U.S. institutions of higher education are controlled by governing boards of
trustees or regents and headed by a president or chancellor, who is assisted by
deans. The dean of academic affairs in a small institution, or the dean of the
college or school in a multi-unit university, in cooperation with the teachers of
the institution (known as the members of the faculty), has general authority over
matters of policy, such as curriculum and degree requirements. The dean of
students is responsible for the personal and social aspects of student life.
Colleges and schools are organized into different departments for each field of
study: an English department, a history department, and so on, and each such
unit is headed by a chairperson who is a senior member of the teaching staff.

Admission to a college or university in the United States is considered a
privilege and not a right. Each institution establishes admissions policies
consistent with its level and mission. Some are highly competitive; others less
so, but admission in all cases is based on an appraisal of the applicant’s past
grades, scores on entrance exams that measure both aptitude and achievement,
and other personal factors. Letters of reference from past teachers play an
important role.

Undergraduate admission is usually centralized, while graduate students are
admitted only with the consent of the discipline department in which they will
study.

In contrast to public education at the elementary and secondary levels, higher
education in the United States is not free of charge. The student must pay
tuition, fees, room and board (if living away from home), books and materials,
and research and thesis expenses.

Tuition is the basic charge for instruction. As a mle, tuition rates are higher in
private colleges and universities than in public institution. In the latter, the rate
for residents of the state, county, or city is less than the rate for non residents.

College and University education is more accessible in the United States
today than it was prior to the 1950s. Until that time, a college education was the
prerogative of the elite who could afford it. Other than competitive academic
scholarships, there was little financial assistance available.

After World War Il, Congress passed the G.l. Bill, which subsidized the
higher education of returning veterans and opened the door for further
legislation aimed at providing financial assistance to any qualified student who
wanted a college degree. Grants, loans, and other financial aid are today
provided by the federal and state governments, as well as by other independent
agencies and by the colleges themselves. The majority of American students
entering college apply for some form of financial assistance.

As aresult of this increased accessibility, the profile of college and university
students has undergone a radical change over the past 25 years. It includes the



economically disadvantaged as well as affluent, and women now outnumber
men at the undergraduate level.

The traditional age of U.S. undergraduate students, 18 to 22, is also changing
rapidly as a result of many factors: the number of persons in that age group has
levelled off; many students do not enter college directly from secondary schools
but wait a year or two; and other students “stopout” or pause in the middle of
their college experience to join the work force for a few years before returning
to complete their degree requirements. Perhaps the greatest factor in changing
the traditional age for undergraduates is the increasing number of adults who
return to college or even begin their studies after the age of 25. As a result of
today’s opportunities for a college education, the typical college student may
represent any economic, cultural, or age group from young adult to senior
citizen.

Culture Notes:

Public - relating to or involving the state and governmental agencies rather
than private institutions

Undergraduate - of or relating to the program at college or university
leading to a bachelor’s degree (e.g. ~ course, ~ students, - curriculum etc.)

G.l. Bill - Dbill passed by US Congress in 1944 guaranteeing various
benefits, including education allowances and home, farm, and business loans,
for military service veterans. The abbreviation G.l. stands for G(ovemment)
I(ssue), which is stamped on military uniforms and supplies, therefore, G.I. in
everyday speech is associated with US military personnel

Exercise 1. Find in the text the equivalents ofthe following terms. Expand on
each ofthe terms.

MyH/LMNanbHaa WKoMa, YacTHasa LUKOMa, MeCTHbIA (O6LMHHbLIA) Konnemx,
KONNeMXK HVDKHE cTyneHn, “mnafwuii cneymanmct”, yacTHoe (KOMMepyeckoe)
yuebHOe 3aBefieHne, 4-X rofuYHbI KONnemK, 6akanaspuar, feKaH No y4ebHOW
paboTe, 3aBefylowwuii Kadegpold, fekaH MO CTYAEHYECKOMY KOHTWUHIEHTY,
OUEeHKKW, 6annbl, XapakTepucTWkW, nnata 3a O0Oy4YeHWe, B3HOCLI, MOMHbI
MaHCUOH, aKagemoTnycK.

Exercise 2. Answer thefollowing questions:

1 What is peculiar about the system of higher education in the USA? What
makes it different from the system of higher education in other countries?

2. What is understood by the system of public and private schools?

3. What types of institutions belong to the system of higher education in the
USA?

4. What are the sources of funding higher education?

5. How are the terms “College” and “University” discriminated? What makes
an institution “a university”?



6. What can be inferred about the structure of the university?

7. What does the admission procedure involve?

8. Why is college and university education more accessible today than it was
before the 1950s?

9. What factors influenced the changes in the profile of American students?

Viewing. You are going to view the infomercial (documentary) “The
Judgmentday”

Pre-viewing: What are the admission requirements in American colleges and
universities?

Key vocabulary: GPA, SAT’s, applicant, interview, Dean of Admissions,
counselor, extracurricular activities, recommendations.

Viewing: Take notes while viewing on:

« Kenyan College (type of college, location, average score for admissions,
freshman enrollment, competition);

o profiles of three American applicants seeking admission to Kenyan
College (residence/educational background, GPA’s, SAT’s scores, their
concerns);

¢ Admissions Committee (dean of admissions’ functions, number of
counselors, their qualifications and duties);

e The procedure of decision-making (admission requirements, factors
affecting admission);

e How the applicants are informed about the Admissions Committee’s
decision

After Viewing: Do you find the admission procedure to Kenyan College fair
and objective?

Imagine that you are one of the applicants from this video (Josh, Jason or Nina).
Share your experience of applying to Kenyan College.

Exercise 1. Say whether or not thefollowing statements are true orfalse?

1. Kenyan College is one of the colleges of Ohio State University__

2. The competition is as high as 2200 applicants for 400 places____

3. The verbal ability is very strong with Josh____

4. Interview was the most critical point for Nina._____

5. The divorce of Jasons’ parents played a role in the Admissions Committee’s
decision-making.

Exercise 2. Paraphrase thefollowing sentences.
1. The discussions maybe painfully blunt.
2. Ranked 12 in his class, he is not worried about his grade average.



3. It was yesterday, but today her interview is 40 paces away.

4. Like Nina and Jason, Josh is no sure bet.

5. Together with strong interview he’ll still be in the game.

6. Extracurricular activities can polish an otherwise dull academic record.

7. While teachers’ and personal recommendations are a dime a dozen, the
extraordinary one can be solid gold.

8. Your grades are often weighed against the reputation of your high school.

9. For Josh, Jason and Nina, it is a chance to attach their personalities to all their
paperwork.

10. As the review proceeds, Jason’s fate seems suddenly tied to another
candidate from his school.

Exercise 3. Tick thefollowing admission requirements as C (compulsory) or O
(optional)

transcript

interview

videotape

SAT score

proficiency in foreign languages

athletics

recommendations

Follow-up: Can you recall your “judgment day” and say if it was as stressful
and nerve-breaking as it was for the three applicants in the video.

Writing!. Describe the admissions procedure toyour university.

Writing 2. Study Text 1 in the Appendix “The Mission Statements of Three
American Universities”, a) Copy out from the texts verbs, nouns and
adjectives relating to mission statements; b) Make an outline of the mission
statement; c) Consider the values that each university puts forward as their
guiding principles; d) Discuss in small groups the values ofyour university as
you see them and write a mission statement ofSamara state university.

Text 2. Academic Year

Insert prepositions. Give your opinion of the academic calendar in the US
university. Would you prefer to have longer or shorter terms during the
academicyear?

The academic year in US universities ranges 32 to 36 weeks  length.
It usually begins August or September and ends  early or late May. Some
colleges and universities divide the academic year two terms about 15



18 weeks each, called semesters. Other schools divide the year periods

12 weeks each, called quarters. Students must b e during the three
quarters that fall August/September and May/June; the fourth quarter is the
summer vacation. Still other institutions divide the academic year three

equal trimesters. At all colleges and universities, there is a two-to-four week
holiday beginning in mid-December, and many schools separate their terms with
this holiday. Other institutions hold special short courses __ the month of
January and begin a new academic term in February. Most schools also have a
one-week spring holiday  March or April and some have a one-week break___
the fall as well.

Internet activities. 1) Find the information about SAT and ACT College
admission exams (www.ets.org/sat & www.act.org). Make a presentation about
a) the format b) the aims c) scores

2) Choose a university website and study a) the academic calendar; b) tuition
and fees; c) financial aid information. In groups of 3 students share your
findings with your partners.

Render the following text
A yuycb B Konnemxe

AHpgpeil ApTemMOB, CTYAEHT LWecTOro Kypca 2-ro MeAuLWHCKOro
WHCTUTYTa um.MNMuporosa, y4nTCsA B aMepuKaHCKoOM Konnef>ke «Cap JIOpeHC».
AHpApeii pacckasbiBaeT KoppecnoHgeHTy AINH 3. YonopoBy 0 «cBOei»
AMepuKe, 0 TOM, YTOYBUAEN CBOMMU rna3amu.

YacTb 1

3.4. KTo wugeT yuyuTtbca B Koanea>k? Kakoea cucTema nnaThbl 3a
obyuyeHne?

A.A. UT06bl CcTaTb CTYAEHTOM KOMNeAXa, HYXXHO, BO-NepBblX, >XenaHue, BO-
BTOPbIX, fAeHbr. OOBbIYHbIN KOMNEMXK - 3TO uYeTbipe rofa yyebbl. 3a 370 Bpems,
u3yyas pasnuyHble MpeaMeTbl, BbiGUpas WX MO BKYCY, CTYfAeHT cTapaeTcs
MoNy4nTb He TONbKO 06pa3oBaHne, HO M NOHATb CamMoro cebs, CBOM CKNOHHOCTH K
TOV UNN MHOI 06nacTn 3HaHWil. ObpasoBaHue B KOANeLKe - Aeno ANS CPefHEro
amepukaHua 06bl4Hoe. C gunnomomM 6akanaBpa MOXHO HaiTu paboTy, nonyyarb
nNpuAnYHble AeHbrn. CpefHAs nnata 3a 00yyeHue B YaCTHbIX Konnemxax - 14-15
ThicAY gonnapoB B rod. CyulecTBYIOT pasfIMYHOro poja Mporpammsl,
npefHasHayYeHHble A9 NOALEPXKN CTYLEHTOB W3 CeMeil ManoMMyLmux wuam c
ManbIM focTaTKoM. Hanbonee pacnpocTpaHeHHble ()OpMbl BCMOMOLLLECTBOBAHUS -
«M0 Heo6XOAMMOCTM» U «NO CNOCOBHOCTAM». CTYAEHT MOXET 3aHATb [eHbIn y
rocyfapcrsa, noTtom Bbinnatut. Konnemx, uCXofs W3 CBOUX (UHAHCOBLIX


http://www.ets.org/sat
http://www.act.org

BO3MOXXHOCTEM, MmorawaeT 4acTb CTOMMOCTM 06yuyeHMs. Kak rocygapctso, Tak u
KonnemK UMEIT pasnnyHble [eHeXHble POoHAbI MOAAEPKKN BbIXOALEB U3 adpo-
amMepMKaHCKNX CeMeil, NaTWHO-aMepuKaHLUeB, MaTepei-OAMHOYeK. ITU (OHAbI
MOryT nokpbiBaTb 0T 30 A0 60 MPOLEHTOB BCEW CTOMMOCTU 0BYYeHNS.

Mocne OKOHYaHMA KONMeMXa ecTb ABa MYTU MPOAO/KEHUS O0OyYeHums.
MepBbil - 0fHO-ABYXrOAMYHaA yyeba N0 CneyuanbHOW NporpamMMe C LEenbio
COBEpPLUEHCTBOBAHMS 3HaHWMI B 0fHON u3' obnacTeil. BTopoli - noitm B
«MPOMECCMOHANBHYIO LUKOMY», HANPUMEP B LUKONY BU3HECA WU HOPULNYECKYIO.
Cpok 06y4eHus 4eTbipe roga. 3TO OYeHb [OPOroe yAoBo/bCTBUE. HO Te, KTO
OKOHUYMA  3TW  LWIKOMbI, CTaHOBATCA CaMO MPWBWIErMPOBAHHOW  4acTbio
npogeccmoHanos. epBbli-BTOPO Kypc B HAWMWX WMHCTUTYTax COOTBETCTBYeT
YeTBEPTOMY TOAY KO/nefxa, MmocnefHue Kypcbl HalWuUX BY30B - 3TO YPOBEHb
MPOGEeCCMOHANbHO LIKONbI.

3.4U. KakoBbl, Ha TBOI B3rNs4, JOCTOUHCTBA 06y4YeHns B Konneg>kKe?
A. Mpexae Bcero B 60nbLUel BEPOATHOCTM BEPHOro Bbibopa npodeccun. 3atem
- B BO3MOXHOCTM MOMy4MTb BCECTOPOHHee o06pas3oBaHve. [lanee - B
4pe3BbIYANHON AEMOKPaTUYHOCTM B OTHOLLUEHUAX CTYAEHTOB C NpenojaBaTensMu.
WM, HakoHel, B BO3MOXHOCTM BbloMpaTb nNpeaMeTsl MO BKycCy, 6paTb
«HE3aBMCUMbIe» MpeaMeTbl. YNOp 34echb AenaeTcs Ha WHAMBMAYaNbHYH paboTy
nefarora ¢ KaxzablM CTyAeHTOM. B npodeccmoHanbHbIX LWKOMax v B Nporpammax
NpPoAoMKeHns 06pa3oBaHUA NoJO6HON cBO6OALI yXKe HeT. OHM OYeHb MOXOXMW Ha
Hally CUCTeMY - Takas >Ke CTporas perfiaMeHTauus AUCLUMNIInH.

(to be continued)



Unit 2
University Curriculum

Pre-reading. Anticipation exercise

1. How can knowledge and skills received at school be measured?

2. What do you think “grade inflation” means?

Key vocabulary, the Ivy League, tenure, promotion, transcript, grade point
average, part-timer, adjunct, scholarship

Text 1. Why Colleges Shower Their Students with A’s

The economist Milton Friedman taught that superior products flourished
and shabby ones died out when consumers voted emphatically with their dollars.
But the truth of the marketplace is that shabby products can do just fine if they
sustain the veneer of quality while slipping downbhill, as has much of the higher
education. Faced with demanding consumers and stiff competition, colleges
have simply issued more and more A’s, stoking grade inflation and devaluing
degrees.

Grade inflation is in full gallop at every level, from struggling community
institutions to the elites of the Ivy League. In some cases, campus-wide averages
have crept up from a Cjust 10 years ago to B-plus today.

Some departments shower students with A’s to fill poorly attended courses
that might otherwise be canceled. Individual professors inflate grades after
consumer-conscious administrators hound them into it. Professors at every level
inflate to escape negative evaluations by students, whose opinions now figure in
tenure and promotion decisions.

The most vulnerable teachers are the part-timers who have no job security
and who now teach more than half of all college courses. Writing in the last
issue of the journal Academe, two part-timers suggest that students routinely
comer adjuncts, threatening to complain if they do not turn C’s into A’s. An lvy
League professor said recently that if tenure disappeared, universities would be
“free to sell diplomas outright”.

The consumer appetite for less rigorous education is nowhere more evident
than in the University of Phoenix, a profit-making school that shuns traditional
scholarship and offers a curriculum so superficial that critics compare it to a
drive-through restaurant. Two hundred colleges have closed since a businessman
dreamed up Phoenix 20 years ago. Meanwhile, the university has expanded to
60 sites spread around the country, and more than 40,000 students, making it the
country’s largest private university. Phoenix competes directly, with the big
state universities and lesser-known small colleges, all of which fear a student
drain. But the elite schools fear each other and their customers, the students,



who are becoming increasingly restive about the cost of a first-tier diploma,
which now exceeds $ 120,000. Faced with the prospect of crushing debt,
students are treating grades as a matter of life and death - occasionally even
suing to have grades revised upward.

Twenty years ago students grumbled, then lived the grades they were given.
Today, colleges of every stature permit them to appeal low grades through deans
or permanent boards of inquiry. In the Chronicle of Higher Education, Prof. Paul
Korshin of the University of Pennsylvania recently described his grievance
panel as the “rhinoplasty committee”, because it does “cosmetic surgery” on up
to 500 transcripts a year.

The argument that grades are rising because students are better prepared is
simply not convincing. The evidence suggests that students and parents are
demanding - and demanding - what they think of as their money’s worth.

One way to stanch inflation is to change the way the grade point average is
calculated. Under most formulas, all courses are given equal weight, so math,
science and less-challenging courses have equal impact on the averages. This
arrangement rewards students who gravitate to courses where high marks are
generously given and punishes those who seek out math and science courses,
where far fewer students get the top grade.

Valen Johnson, a Duke University statistics professor, came under heavy
fire from both students and faculty when he proposed recalculating the grade
point average to give rigorously graded courses greater weight. The student
government beat back the plan with the help of teachers in the humanities, who
worried that students might abandon them for other courses that they currently
avoided. Other universities have expressed interest in adopting the Johnson plan,
but want their names kept secret to avoid a backiash.

Addicted to counterfeit excellence, colleges, parents and students are
unlikely to give it up. As a consequence, diplomas will become weaker and
more ornamental as the years go by.

(Brent Staples, Editorial Observer,
New York Times, March 8, 1998)

Exercise 1. Study the definitions ofthefollowing words used metaphorically.
Suggest a synonymic word orphrase to convey the idea o fthe sentence.

stoke to fill an enclosed fire with fuel to give heat or power
devalue to reduce the exchange value of money

inflate to cause to fill until swelled with air, gas, etc.

shower to rain or fall in or as if in a shower

shun to keep away from

stanch to check or stop the flow of (blood, tears etc.)

hound to pursue with or as if with hounds

corner to drive into a corner



backlash a sudden violent backward movement or reaction
drain channel that carries water or sewage away from a place

Exercise 2. Give Russian equivalents of the following idioms. Make up
sentences with these idioms.

sustain the veneer of quality, in full gallop, under heavy fire, a matter of life or
death

Exercise 3. Find paragraphs in which the author uses these metaphoric
comparisons. Explain the underlying implications.
grade inflation, drive through restaurant, rhinoplasty committee

Exercise 4. Divide the text into logical parts and suggest a heading for each
part.

Exercise 5. Based on the directly and indirectly stated information, answer the
inference questions
Note: Inference is a conclusion drawn from facts or reasoning: it is also an
implication i.e the information that is not directly stated but implied by the
author.
What can be inferred about

» grade inflation;

» tenure and promotion

» grading in American colleges;

» the University of Phoenix

e grade point average
What is the main point the author is making in the article?
Follow-up discussion: What is the relationship between grades and the quality
of education? Do you think grade inflation is a culture specific problem or a
universal one?

Grammar. Participial Clauses

Exercise 6.

a) Translate into Russian the sentencesfrom the text with participial clauses
1 Faced with demanding consumers and stiff competition, colleges have simply
issued more and more A’s, stoking grade inflation and devaluing degrees.

2. Writing in the last issue of the journal Academe, two part-timers suggest that
students routinely corner adjuncts, threatening to complain if they do not turn
C’sinto A’s.

3. Meanwhile, the university has expanded to 60 sites spread around the country,
and more than 40,000 students, making it the country’s largest private
university.



4. Faced with the prospect of crushing debt, students are treating grades as a
matter of life and death - occasionally even suing to have grades revised
upward.

5. Addicted to counterfeit excellence, colleges, parents and students are unlikely
to give it up.

b) Combine two sentences using aparticipial clause.

e.g. In 1971, Indira Ghandi and her supporters won a huge victory. They took
two thirds ofthe legislative seats.—* In 1971 Indira Ghandi and her supporters
won a huge victory, taking two thirds ofthe legislative seats.

The book wasfirst published in 1915. It was described by Maugham as
autobiaographical novel. — - Firstpublished in 1915, the book was described by
Maugham as autobiographical novel

1.The Russian Revolution divided the world into two ideological camps. It
influenced nations even in distant parts of Asia, Africa and Latin America.
2. The passengers were informed of the change in flight times. They grumbled
and sat down for a long wait.
3. San Marcos University in Lima was founded in 1551. It is one of the oldest
universities in the Western hemisphere.
4. On December 21, 1988, Pan Am flight 103 from London to New York
exploded above the small Scottish town of Lockerbie. All 259 people on board
and 11 people on the ground were killed.
5. She was dressed in her smartest clothes. She arrived early for the interview.
Exercise 7. Read the conversations below. Act out each conversation. Make
inferences about students * academic life in an American university in the
form ofpropositions.
e.g. 1L According to this dialogue, in an American university grades are lettered
(A,B,C,D,F

2. A final grade in the course is a cumulative grade etc.

Dialogue A

Rick: Thank you for seeing me today, Dr Wilson. | want to talk
with you about my final grade.

Dr. Wilson: Yes?

Rick: Well, 1 was surprised to get a B after doing so well on the
midterm.

Dr Wilson: Let’s see. I’ll just check my grade book here.

Rick: I got a B, Dr Wilson. | brought my test with me.

Dr. Wilson: Yes, you did. | have it recorded here. And you passed the
final with a C.

Rick: Then | should have got a C+ or a B-.



Dr. Wilson: Yes, you should have, but the problem was your attendance.

Twenty-five percent of your grade was calculated on the
basis of class participation, and Rick, you just didn’t
participate.

Rick: But | passed the exams.

Dr.Wilson: Yes, | know you did. And you passed the course. B is a
passing grade.

Rick: But...

Dr. Wislon: I’'m sorry, Rick. | gave you a syllabus on the first day of class
and the grading system was outlined in it. You received an F
in class participation because you missed so many days, and
that brought your grade down.

Dialogue B

Woman: You’re going to take the econometrics course next semester, aren’t
you? Do you know which section you’re going to take?

Man: I do need to take the econometrics course. How many different sections
are there?

Woman: There are two sections, and each meets for three hours per week. One
of the sections is from eight to nine o’clock in the morning three times
a week, on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, and the other section
is once a week from seven to ten o’clock on Tuesday evenings.

Man: Oh, I know which section 1’m going to take; that’s an easy decision for
me. I’m not a morning person, so eight o’clock in the morning sounds
awful. It’ll be the evening course for me.

Woman: But evening course only meets once a week for three hours straight.
Don’t you think that three hours in a row of this course will be
difficult to handle?

Man: It’s better to have three hours in a row in the evening than to have to
get up early in the morning three times a week!

Dialogue C
Woman: Look at the syllabus! It’s really jam-packed.
Man: It lists several chapters per week in the text that we have to get through.
Each week, there are two chapters and sometimes three.

Woman: And look. Sometimes, there are also supplementary readings in

addition to the textbook chapters.

Man: I don’t know how I’m going to get through all this reading and prepare

for the exams, too.



Woman: My goodness, there are three unit exams spread throughout the course
and then an overall final exam.
Man: This course is going to take up an awful lot of time.

Exercise 8. Read Text 2 in the Appendix “Grading and Assessment”.
Summarize it.

Internet activities. Find the information on a university website about the
English/Modem Languages/Russian Department. Study it carefully (major and
minor requirements, electives, course descriptions), then make your own
student’s curriculum leading to a BA in English/Modem languages/Russian.
Share it with class. Say whether it was easy/difficult to do it. What are the
challenges of making your own curriculum. What is your freedom of choosing
the subjects to your liking limited to?

Exercise 9. Study Text 3 in the Appendix “The Master’s Program in
Linguistics at the University of North Dakota”. Are there any common
features between the MA program in Linguistics and the philology curriculum
at Samara state university? What do youfind difficult to understand?

Exercise 10. Discuss your university curriculum byfollowing these steps.

Step 1. Group the subjects you study at the university into 3 categories: GE
subjects, Educational subjects, Specialty subjects.
Step 2. Get together in small groups. Rate the following subjects in the order of
importance to you (1-most important, 5 - least important)
Step 3. Consider your utmost career goals, and discuss the priorities among these
subjects. If you were given the right to make your own curriculum, which of
these subjects would be

e Worth including into the curriculum;

* Worth extending in terms of time and scope;

* Worth studying as majors, minors, electives.
Step 4. In groups discuss the essence of university education. What academic
disciplines should make the basis of university education? Which skills are
required from the future leaders of society?

Follow-up: What major revision wouldyou introduce into the curriculum of
the English Department? Expand on thefollowing:

1. When is the time to choose a major - before entering the university or at some
point during studies (What point?)

2. What are the strong and weak points of a fixed curriculum?

3. Is there any direct relationship between what a student specializes in and
his/her ultimate job?



Writing. Write an essay on thefollowing topic:

Some educators believe that to graduatefrom a university a student should study
coursesfrom a wide variety ofsubjects. Other educators believe that it is better
for a university graduate to have strong specialization. Discuss the advantages
of each position. Then indicate which position you think is better and justify
your response.

Render thefollowing text into Russian
A yuycb B KOonnegxe
YacTb 2

3. Y. Kak cTpouTcs npouecc 06yyeHna? MosacHu, 4To Thbl NoApasyMeBaeLlb
nofg «AemMOoKpPaTWUYHOCTbI0O» OTHOLWEHNA CTYAEHT OB C NpenofaBaTenamu».
A.A. Konnepx «Cap JlopeHc» coBcem Hebonboli - 800 cTyaeHToB. OCHOBHbIE
HanpasneHns 00y4YeHWA - pas3NUyHble BUAbI UCKYCCTB, NUTepaTypa, ucTopusa,
KnHemaTorpapums.... Kaxgblii cTyfeHT fomkeH HabpaTb 30 «KpeguTos» 3a rof.
Kaxablii npeameT - 3T0 5 «kpeanToB». MOXHO M3y4yaTb BCe, YTO XOYellb, HO B
onpegenieHHbIX rpaHuuax. Ytobbl nonyuntb CTerneHb 6akanaspa No McTopuw,
Tbl AO/KeH uMeTb 6onee 50 «KpeaWToB» MO uCTOpMU. MHOrue crapatoTcs
nonyunTb CcTeneHb 6akanaBpa N0 ONpeAeneHHOW  CNeunanbHOCTU, HO
HeKOTOpble CTAHOBATCA MPOCTO 6akanaBpamMmn «06LLeil MoAroTOBKU»™*.

[JemokpaTn3m Bceli 06CTAHOBKW MPOCTO mopaxaeT. CTyAeHTbl Ha3blBaloT
npenojaeaTenieil NPoOCTO MO MMEHW, XOAAT K HUM B rocTu, obefatoT BmecTe. Ha
3aHATUAX NPEeX/e BCero BbICMYLUVBAETCA MHEHMe CTY[eHTa, a Y>X NMoTOM MHeHue
npenopasartens. Mepef npenofasaTesieM MOXHO CUAETb, 3afpaB HOTW Ha CTOf, ecTb
6yTepbpos. 3TO, KOHEYHO, 3KCTpaBaraHTHO, HO npuemnemo. Kpome ToOro,
CYLLIECTBYIOT TaK Ha3blBaeMble «KOH(EPEHLUMN» - pa3 B Hefielo B TeueHue 45 MuHyT
Tbl BCTpeYaellb C MpernofasatefieM OAWH Ha oguH. O6CyXjaTb MOXHO BCe, 4TO
XOYelllb, HO He WCK/IIOYEHO, YTO MOMYUULLb HArOHAN 3a HepagnBoCcTb. Co3AaHbl BCe
BO3MOXHOCTW, 4TOObI CTYfAEHT «Hawlen cebs», passui 3al0XeHHble NPUPOAONA
CnocobHOCTH, CaMOBbIPa3usca. Ecan Tbl AeiCTBUTENIBHO X0OYellb YTO-TO fienatb, TO
yCNnoBua y T7e69 ecTb. K3aMeHbl, B HalleM MOHUMaHWUW, OTCYTCTBYIOT. MULWYT Kak
6bl KypcoBY0 paboTy, Ha KOTOPYIO MNpenojasartens AaeT 0T3biB.

(to be continued)

*BA in Liberal Arts



Unit 3
Academic Dishonesty - How Common is Cheating

Pre-reading. Anticipation exercise

1. How common is cheating in secondary schools? In colleges and universities?

2. What are some methods that students use?

3. Is it permissible to copy another writer’s words exactly without identifying
the writer and without using quotation marks? Explain.

Key vocabulary: study-abroad, junior, senior, graduate (students), sophomore,

student union, major, off campus, on campus, master’s thesis, fraternity house,

cheat sheet, crib note, PhD, transcript, stipend, bachelor’s degree, master’s

degree, registrar, enroll, dean of graduate study, dissertation

Text 1. No, But | Bought the Notes

On page 32 of the Stanford University directory, alongside information on
tutoring and study-abroad programs, an equally matter-of-fact listing offers
students a scholarly shortcut that makes academic pursuits cringe.
Undergraduates “stuck in large classes” who want “to ease the boring lecture
burden” can - for a modest price - hire an expert to go to class, take notes and
type them up neatly for delivery within days.

Many students at Stanford and elsewhere are nonchalant about the practice,
calling professional notes a harmless supplement to their own efforts. Even
some professors have no objections.

But critics say that students who hire note-takers are, in effect, paying
others to do their intellectual heavy lifting. Ultimately, the critics charge, buying
class notes erodes the foundation of higher education. “If you cruise through
college just buying the notes and not going to class ... it doesn’t even begin to
be a poor substitute for the intellectual engagement” that should be part of
campus life, said Ann Franke, counsel to the American Associate of University
Professors.

Paid note-takers are hardly recent visitors to college lecture halls. One of
the first note-taking services was founded in the 1930s to serve students at the
University of California at Berkley. Most other note-taking businesses opened
over the past 25 years.

What has changed is the popularity of the services. They are now a fixture
at many of the nation’s large universities from several UC campuses to Ohio
State and Cornell. In some classes, a majority of students buy the notes.

Note-taking services typically hire juniors, seniors or graduate students and
charge from $17 to $25 for a semester’s worth of notes. Often printed on hard-
to-photocopy red or green paper, the notes include disclaimers warning students
not to skip class.



Many undergraduates insist that they really do use commercial notes as a
backup, particularly in science and math courses where it can be hard to absorb
the torrent of technical information delivered by some fast-talking professors.
Other students concede that buying notes allows them to miss lectures, but say
that is not necessarily a problem.

One recent morning in the UC Berkley student union, sophomore Nikey
Desai joined a steady stream of students picking up Black Lightning lecture
notes. “This summarizes it pretty well”, he said, holding the latest installment of
notes for his molecular cell biology class. “If I miss class, | don’t feel bad or
anything - I’m still studying the material.”

Another customer, social-welfare major Nancy Gee, said it is common for
students to share their class notes, even without a formal note-taking business.
“They might as well make money out of it”, she said. “It’s a little bit of
capitalism... Ethically, well, you become accustomed to certain things.”

Most note-taking services are nonprofits run by students, but some are
private businesses operated off campus.

Copyright Lawsuit

Officials at the University of Florida sued an off-campus service called “A
Plus Notes” for copyright violation because it does not obtain professors’
permission before taking and selling notes. The university lost in December, and
an appeal is pending.

Most services do ask instructors’ permission. Some even offer to pay
professors royalties - 50 cents for each subscriber in a class is the going rate at
UC Berkley. Still, a number of scholars refuse to give the go-ahead. US Berkley
plant biologist Richard Malkin, irked that students were skipping his 8 a.m.
lectures, stopped allowing note-takers into his large introductory biology class
several years ago. The quality of the Black Lightning notes also bothered him.

“There were just a lot of gaps”, he said.

Stanford political scientist David Abemethy also keeps paid note-takers out
of his classroom, saying students learn more actively when they take their own
notes. “The more I’'m engaged in interpreting things that I’m hearing using my
own words and activating my brain to put them in those words, the more I’'m
likely to retain what goes on in class”, he said.

Laissez-Faire

Other professors take a more laissez-faire approach.

“Whatever way they can learn the material is fine with me”, said Berkley
chemistry professor Peter Vollhardt, whose organic chemistry class included
about 400 Black Lightning subscribers in the past semester. “They’re adults”.

Vollhardt speaks more highly than Malkin of the quality of the commercial
notes. But Black Lightning takes no chances. It includes a line in each
subscription contract saying it takes no responsibility for inaccuracies.



An entire body of research on student note-taking has been published in
educational journals. Kristin King reviewed it for her University of Oregon
master’s thesis and found that calling in professionals can be beneficial.

King is hardly a disinterested party - she runs Footnotes, the campus note-
taking service. She found that students’ own notes often fail to record the most
important parts of a lecture.

As for the class attendance, King surveyed 637 students and found that
three-quarters said they used Footnotes to supplement their own notes.

Even students who defend note-takers admit to some qualms.

Mike Payne, a 20 year-old Stanford sophomore from Los Altos who earns
$14 per lecture as a note-taker in a human biology course, said some students
have legitimate reasons for buying notes. But, he added, college is so expensive
these days that skipping class just seems foolish.

By Ben Wildavsky
San Francisco Chronicle

Exercise 1. Find English equivalents in the text:

CBECTM Ha «HeT» BCe CTapaHua B Yy4yebe, 6e306MgHOe [ONONHEHME K
COOCTBEHHbIM MOMbITKAM YUYMTbCH, BbIMOMHATE A/IMTENbHYI YMCTBEHHYIO
paboTy, noapbiBaTb OCHOBbI  Bbicllero o6pas3oBaHus, cnabas 3ameHa
WHTEeNNeKTyanbHOMY TPYAY, OHW C TaKUM XXe yCrnexoM MOrnu 3apabatbiBaTb Ha
3TOM [JeHbr1, HeKOMMepyeckoe MNpeanpusATue, YacTHbI GW3Hec, HapylleHue
aBTOPCKUX MpaB, anennfuns Haxo[uTca B MpoLecce pacCMOTPeEHMS, 0406pUTb,
[aTb cornacue Ha yTo-/.

Exercise 2. Match the following words%with the their explanations, then
translate them into Russian.

cringe to annoy somebody slightly, especially by being tedious

disclaimer any person or thing that has remained in a situation or place
so long as to seem fixed there

qualm a substitute or reserve

laissez- faire percentage of an income paid for to the owner of the right
(for the permission to use smth)

royalty a statement warning against smth

irk to move back suddenly

backup the practice of letting people do as they wish

fixture a sudden feeling of uncertainty or apprehension, especially a

misgiving about an action or conduct
installment a part in series



Exercise 3. Find references to the people mentioned in the article. Fill out the
table

For or Against buying

Person
lecture notes

Reason

Nikey Desai
Richard Malkin
Mike Payne
Peter Vollhardt
David Abemethy
Kristin King

Writing: Write an essay on thefollowing topic

Do you agree or disagree with thefollowing statement “Buying class notes
erodes thefoundations ofhigher education”? Give reasons and examples to
supportyour position.

Follow-up/ Discuss these issues:

1 Is it better to do the right thing and fail, or do the wrong thing and succeed?
2. Undeserved success gives no satisfaction.

3. Most everybody cheats some time or other.

Exercise 4. Read Text 5 “Trust, Honesty and the Honor Code” in the
Appendix. Summarize it. Are the acts ofacademic dishonesty described in the
text considered dishonest in Russia? What are the consequences of breaking
these rules in a Russian university?

Exercise 5. Read the conversation between the dean and the student. Act it
out. Make inferences about Student’s honor code.

Dean: You are here because you are accused of plagiarism. That is one of the
most serious kids of misconducts at the university. It is intellectual theft.

Student: But I didn’t mean to steal.

Dean: Maybe not, but copying is stealing.

Student: | didn’t copy.

Dean: Yes, you did. In this case, you copied from a book instead of from a
friend. It’s still copying. Look, if you want to use someone else’s words, you
must put them in quotation marks, and you must cite the source. You know that,
don’t you?

Student: Yes, but....

Dean: Even if you don’t copy for words, but you use someone else’s ideas, if
those ideas are not widely published, it can still be plagiarism to use them
without citation.



Student: That’s what | don’t understand, Dean Conners.

Dean: Mr. Farr, your professor already gave you a failing grade for the course,
and in this case | feel that is punishment enough. I’'m going to give you a
warning this time. But if you ever come back to my office for a similar offence,
I’ll have you expelled. In the meantime, if you really don’t know how to write a
research paper, | suggest that you go over to the Learning Resources Center for
some tutoring.

Exercise 6. Read the instancesfrom a Summary of Cases Heard by the 1996-
97 Yale College Executive Committee.

1. A sophomore, with no previous disciplinary history, admitted to plagiarizing
and was suspended for one term.

2. A sophomore, with no previous disciplinary history, admitted to possessing
marijuana and was reprimanded.

3. Ajunior, with no previous disciplinary history, admitted to cheating and was
placed on probation for the remainder of time at Yale.

4. Ajunior, with no previous disciplinary history but with documented medical
problems, admitted to taking another student’s homework assignment and
submitting it as her own and was placed on probation for the remainder of
time at Yale.

5. A sophomore, with a previous disciplinary history, deliberately plagiarized
and was suspended for three terms.

6. Ajunior, with no previous disciplinary history, was placed on probation for
using sources without proper citation.

7. A senior, with no previous disciplinary history, was reprimanded for pirating
a copy of a computer program licensed to a University Department.

8. Freshman, with no previous disciplinary history, was reprimanded for
stealing a chair from a residential college’s common room.

9. A sophomore, with no previous disciplinary history, deliberately submitted
the same paper as another student and was suspended for one term.

10. A senior was reprimanded for sending an electronic message to a large
number of e-mail accounts and giving the false impression that the message
was sent by the President of the University.

What do you think of the offences committed by the students? What do you
think of the punishment that the students received? Does the “crime fit the
punishment”?

Exercise 7. Read the following authentic letter written to a teacher by a
student in a grammar class.



Dear Teacher,

| study very hard every day and well into the night before exams. | do this so
I can achieve a good grade | can be proud of. During EVERY test this year some
students have been using cheat sheets, then allowing other students at the table to
read their tests. They do this while you are in the room. | don't know what to do. |
cannot tell on them by name but they are wrong and make my grade look bad. |
dont know whatyou are doing when they pass around their tests, because | am
afraid to look up and be accused of cheating. Please stop the cheating during
tests. More and more ofthe other students are using cheat notes under their tests
and showing them to theirfriends. My grades are important to me and to have all

this cheating around me while | work so hard is very depressing.
Sincerely,
A Concerned Student.

Ifyou were the teacher who received this letter, what wouldyou do?

Read thefollowing excerptfrom a review ofthe book Cheating 101. This book
is a “howjto-cheat” guide written by Rutgers University senior, Michael
Moore.

Text 2. Student Markets Primer on the Art of Cheating

One of the hottest books on college campuses isn’t the latest collection of
Calvin and Hobbes —it is a book about cheating.

Cheating 101 is a how-to-guide on shortcuts to a degree - effective places
to hide crib sheets, systems of foot signals for sharing multiple-choice answers,
places to buy term papers, and dozens of other tips.

Michael Moore, 24, a Rutgers University senior and author of the book, has
sold 5,000 copies, mostly at Rutgers, Ohio State, and the University of
Maryland. He recently returned from a marketing road trip to Penn State. And
he plans to go to Boston, home to 11 colleges and universities, to hawk the $7
book around spring break.

“We’re going to hit Boston right after we hit Daytona Beach in March”.

Moore, a journalism major, contracts with a printer to reproduce the 86-
page book and sells it mostly out of his home in Hopewell, N.J. But because of
the book’s popularity, he takes sales operations on the road from time to time.
Sometimes aided by a pre-visit article in a student newspaper, he sets up a table
in a fraternity house or a room on campus and watches the money roll in.

By Anthony Flint
Boston Globe, Feb 3, 1992.



a) You are a student who wrote the letter to the grammar teacher. But you
decided not to send the letter to the teacher. Instead, you are going to the
teacher’s office to talk in person about what’s going on.

Suggested first line: “Excuse me. May | come in?”

b) Three people are on TV talk show. One is an interviewer who has invited
Michael Moore, the author of Cheating 101, along with a college teacher who is
upset that someone is selling a book that teaches students how to cheat. The
interviewer asks questions; Moore and the teacher argue.

Suggested first lines: “Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. Today we have an
exciting show. My guests are ...*

Read the following excerpt from a newspaper article about a school
district superintendent whofalsely wrote on his resume that he had received a
doctorate (PhD)from Stanford University.

Text 3. School chief resigns -
lied about degree San Jose official claimed he had doctorate

The trustees of the San Jose Unified School District accepted the
resignation yesterday of the district’s popular superintendent* for faking his
resume and planned to turn the matter to police for possible prosecution.

James Baughman, superintendent of the district since 1989, confessed to
the board Wednesday that he had lied about receiving a doctorate from Stanford
University. Baughman, 39, who had raced up the ladder in the district, told the
board he had a friend fabricate the Stanford transcripts.

“There were several times he wanted to come forward and say something
but you dig yourself in a hole and you can’t get out”, said board member Carol
Myers.

Richard Couser, board president, said the board decided to file a police
report because Baughman had been paid an additional stipend for four years
based on the false credential. Baughman actually received bachelor’s and
master’s degrees from Santa Clara University.

The board wrestled with its decision for eight hours yesterday because
Baughman was credited with helping turn the troubled district around in the past
three years. Couser said he “felt sick” when he learned about the faked resume.
“| feel like one of my kids fell offthe face of the earth”, he said.

Jack Farrel, acting registrar at Stanford, said Baughman was never enrolled
there.

*superintendent - supervisor of a school district



“Because this is a matter of public record, | don’t understand why a search
committee did not call, said Cecilia Burciaga, a development officer with
Stanford’s Office of Student Affairs. “This could have been found out at any
time by anyone”.

Burciaga said she was working as associate dean of graduate studies last
summer when a student called asking to see Baughman’s doctoral dissertation in
the psychology department. Burciaga said she checked with the registrar and
discovered there was no record that he had received a degree.

By David Sylvester and Dan Turner
San Francisco Chronicle

Exercise 1: Give English equivalentsfrom the text.

MPUHATL OTCTaBKy (HO/MKHOCTHOrO fvua), nogjenatb pes3toMe, 6bICTPO
NMPOABUHYTLCA MO CNYXXEOHON necTHUUe, caenatb (anblIMBYH BbIMUCKY K
Aunnomy, 3asBUTb B NOAULMIO, (anblumBble LOKYMEHTbI, CTaBUTb B 3acnyry,
M3MEHUTb CMTyauuio B Npo6neMHOM OKpyre K aydwemy, 3aMecTUTeb feKaHa
(haky/ibTeTa MoCneBy30BCKOro 06pa3oBaHns

Exercise 2. Answer these questions.

1 According to the article, James Baughman was very good at his job. Do you
think he should have been fired? Why or why not?

2. If you think he should be punished, what kind of punishment would you
recommend?

3. Do you know anyone who lied about qualifications in order to get a job? If
yes, please explain what happened?

4. Is lying about your qualifications ever justifiable?

Follow-up: Discuss thefollowing

AKLUMA!N
C 16 no 26 ¢espans PedepaThbl, KypcoBble,
npu 3akase n6oi AUNIOMbI.
CTyAeHuecKol paboThbl B bbicTpo. KayecTBeHHO.
MHTepHeT-LeHTpe «Busnt» Hepgoporo
BCEM MY>XUMHAM CKMAKa

10%

How often do you see such ads? Do you think that these services are
legitimate? Speak on the ethical and legal points of buying diplomas and
certificates.

Choose one o fthe statements below and expand on it.

1 People always bend the rules ifthey think they can get away with it.

2. Cheating does not hurt anyone.



3. In the real world, people care about success, not principles.

Writing. Write a cause and effect essay on thefollowing topic:
Why students cheat in the classrooms? Give reasons and specific examples to
supportyour position.

Render thefollowing text into Russian
f1 yuycb B KONnepxe
YacTb 3

3.4. Paccka>ku, KakKoB CTUMb >XWU3HW B «Kamnyce» - CTYAEHYECKOM
ropogke?

A.A. BOMbLUIMHCTBO aMepPUKaHCKUX KOMeL)Ke pacnonaraioTcs B4anu ot 60bLUmnX
rOpoOAO0B M TATOTEIT K ManeHbkuM - 10-15 Thicay. CTyfeHYECKUA «Kammyc» - 3TO
B cpegHeM 1,5-3 TbicAuYM CTYAeHTOB W npenogasaTeneil. CBos 6mbnmoTeka, CBOM
CMOPTMBHBIA KOMMIEKC, CBOS CTO/I0BAA, MarasuHbl, Cny>K6bl 6biTa. O6CAyrn Kak
TaKoBOI NpakTUyeckn HeT. Besge noapabarbiBaloT CTYEHTbI.

Y Hac «obuiara» - 3TO OrpoMHOe 3aaHWe B 9-12 3Taxel, ANWHHbIE
KOPWUAOpPbI, NOCTOSHHOE MefibKaHve NULL - 3HAKOMBbIX, HE3HAKOMbIX. {1 MOCKBMY,
XUBY A0OMa, U YYBCTBO «KAa3eHHOCTU» HUKOrfa He MOKWAano MeHs, Korpja f
6biBan y CBOMX Apy3eil B obwexutun. B Amepuke Hag 3TuMm gymanu. 3pech
MafieHbKWe YIOTHble AOMUKW. KOrga-To B HUX >XWAN aMepuKaHCKue CembM,
Konnegx Kynun ux. He Bbllle ABYX 3Taxel, NPUATHbIX LBETOB, pa3bpocaHbl Mo
BCel TeppuTOpun ropofka. Kaxablli AOMUK UMeeT He HOMep, a UMS - B YeCTb
Nofein, KOTOpble WAW MOCTPOMAWN €ro, WM WMEKT OTHOLIEHWEe K WUCTopuu
Konnegka. Tak co3faetca aTmocdepa. ocne 3aHATUIA nielb «A0MON», y Tebs
COBCTBEHHBIN K04 OT BXOAHOW fiBepu, 3aX041LWb - 3HaKOMble nnua. O6bIYHO B
0fHOM AOMUKeE XMBYT He 60nee 12 yenosek. MNepef To6OW Npuxoxas - XONna ¢
TeNeBM3OpPoOM W TenedOoHOM, CTOAMK, Kpecna. O6bIYHO 34eCb YCTpamBaloTCA
BEYEPUHKM, MOXHO nocuaeTb, nobontaTb. ECAW Bbl CTYAEHT MepBOro roga, 1o
XXMBELIb C TaKMM e «canaroi». Ecnu ctaple, To y Tebs oTAeNbHas KOMHaTa.
BaHHOI 1 TyaneTom nonb3ytoTca 3-4 YenoBeka.

BbIT aMEpPUKAHCKNX CTY[EHTOB MOoHavyany KaXKeTcs HeCKONbKO CTPaHHbIM.
MpakTnyeckn oTcyTcTBYeT Mebenb. KpoBaTb - 3TO ABYX-TpexcnasbHblii MaTpal,
Ha nony. Pagom - ctepeocucTeMa. Ha ctosnie KomnbloTep. Ha cTeHe - 2-3 Nonku
[Lna KacceT, nnakaTel. B yrny - rpyfa KHur, wkad gna ogexasl. Yale Bcero
KOMHaTa BbITNSAWT Tak, CMOBHO BCH HOYb 34ecb 6bla WM TOAbKO 4TO
3aKoHYMNach NUpyLIKa.

MnTaemcs 06bIYHO B CTONOBOM. Tam 4YTO-TO TWMa «LUBEACKOro CTona» -
6epn CKOMbKO XOYelb. Y KaXAOro CTyfeHTa ecTb CBOe Y[OCTOBEpeHue
NNYHOCTW, BPOAE Hallero cTyfeHuyeckoro 6uneta. Ha Hem 3akogupoBaH TBOM



MepcoHasnbHblii HOMep ANA CTOMOBbIX WM 6M6AMOTEK. BXoauwb B CTOMOBYIO,
BCTaB/feWb YAOCTOBEPEHME B YCTPOWCTBO, MOAK/MOYEHHOE K KOMMbOTEpy.
Ecnn obepaelb B nepsbiil pas - 4o6po noxanosaTb, BTOPON pa3 - nnatu. Ecan
Tbl MpoOCNan MOJIOKEHHbIE Yacbl NpMeMa MWLM B CTONOBOW, TO MOXeLlb
nepekycuTb B Kadetepun. Tam Ta Xe CUCTEMA, HO Y)XKe MMUT Ha KONUYecTBO
nuwmn. Ecnn B3an 6onblue nonoxewHoro - nnatu. Kadetepwit pabotaeTt ¢ 7
yTpa o 12 Houm 6e3 nepepbiBOB. Boobuwe Ha Tepputopum Konnepxa Bce
yCnyru v npofykKTbl JOPOXe, Yem B ropoge, B cpegHem Ha 20-30 %. NMoyemy?
HeT KOHKypeHUWW, HeT TakKoro >Ke MarasuHa, HO MpuHajiexaliero Apyroi
hmpwme.

CTyfeHT BCe CBOe BpemMs NPOBOAMT B ropoAke - B 6ubnnoTeke, Ha
3aHATMAX. B cnopTkomnnekce, Kadetepunm B 6MONMOTEKE MOXHO CUAETb [0
yacy Houu, a B MEpuof 3K3aMeHOB - [0 Tpex. OO6LWecTBEHHas XW3Hb B
Konnegxe Kunut. Kaxpablli NOHeAenbHWK BCe MOMy4valT ABa-TPW NMCTKa -
nporpammy MpefcTOAWMX Ha Hefene cobbiTmil.  CyuiecTByeT — Mmacca
BCEBO3MOXHbIX OpraHu3auunii, kny6os, cekuuii - OT Kiyba roMOoCeKcyanncToB
[0 )KenawLwmx 3aHNMaTbCA BbILIVBKONA MO LIENKY.

3. U Kakne OTHOWEHNA CAOXKWUAUCL Yy Teba C amMepuKaHCKUMK
CBEpCTHUKAMMN?

A.A. BbIICHWNOCbL, YTO OHW Mano 3HalT O Poccumn, 0 Hawux NOAAX, Hpasax,
obblyasax. Bonpocbl 3afalT camble pasHble - OT HEWMOBEPHO T[AyMbIX [0
NpoAyMaHHbIX 1 BMOMHE 060CHOBaHHbIX. [MOTOM HacTynaeT nopa AWCKYCCUiA Ha
camble pasfinyHble Tembl - MOJIUTMKA, TOProOBMA, CEKC, pa3BneyeHuda. Te, KTO
npoLlen 4yepes BCe 3TV 3Tanbl, CTAHOBATCA G/IM3KUMU 3HAKOMbIMU, WHOW pa3
4py3bsaMU.

CywecTtBytowas 06wWecTBEHHO-NONMMTMYecKas cuctema B CLUA,
LLleHHOCTM, KOTOpble OHa NPOBO3rnawaeT U KOTOPbIMWU TOPAMUTCA, HaNoXuna
HeusrnaguMblii  O0TNeYaTOK Ha OTHOWEHMS  Mexay nwgbMu.  KynbeT
WHANBUAYaNN3Ma CYLLeCTBYeT U TOPXECTBYeT Be3fe, B TOM Yuc/ie U B yYEOHbIX
3aBefleHUAX. 34ecb HMKOrfa CTYAeHT Mo napTe He NOACKaXKeT Ha YPOKe UNM Ha
3K3aMeHe, He nepejacT wWnapranky, He JacT MOCMOTPeTb KYpCcoByH. Jyx
)KECTOKOr0 COpPeBHOBaHUS, KaK W B peasbHOW, B3pOC/ON XN3HU, - HOpMa. Ecnn
CKasaTb MnpenojaBaTefito, 4YTO KTO-TO CMUCbIBAET, TO 3TO He TO/NbKO OyfneT
MOOWPEHO afMWHMCTPauueli, HO He BbI30BET W HEraTUBHOW peakuuu
CTY[EHTOB.

O6Wwunii A3bIK C aMepuKaHL,amMmun, YeCTHO FOBOPSA, He BCerga y4aeTcs Hantu.
CNUILIKOM pa3sHble UHTepecbl. 3BY4YUT CTPaHHO - OAHOrO W TOrO e Bo3pacTa, a
MHTepecbl He coBnagaloT. MpUUMHBI pa3HoO6pasHble, HO OA4HA U3 HUX B TOM,
YTO amepuKaHCKMe CTY[EeHTbl B3pOC/netoT no3gHo. KonnemX - 3T0 Kak 6bl
NPOAO/HKEHWNE LLKO/bI, HO Ha 60/1ee BbICOKOM YPOBHE 06y4YeHus.

(Komcomonbckas npasga, 1991r)



Unit 4
Extracurricular Life at the University

Pre-reading. Anticipation exercise

1. What do you think a student government is? What is its function?

2. What is understood by extracurricular activities? Do you think that American
students are more socially and politically active than Russian students?

Key vocabulary: extracurricular activities, campus, student government,

intercollegiate and intramural sports, “Greek (letter) organization, fraternity,

sorority, dormitory, major, minor, senior, junior

Text 1. “Unconventional candidates join presidential campaign race”

James Carr and Line Jacobsen are the most unconventional candidates for
student body president you’ll probably find this year - and they like it that way.

Presidential candidate Carr, a senior in Aviation from Los Angeles, and his
running mate Jacobsen, a senior Marketing major from Norway, are the
members of the latest ticket to hop into the race to lead the students.

Only they’re a little different than the rest. They have no political
affiliation. They have no political experience. They have no campaign money.
They have a simple platform - make things happen. They don’t represent any
groups or organizations.

But Carr said this is their strong point. “We feel that one of our strengths is
that we’re not representing any special interest groups,” he said.

So who they represent?

“We want to represent the ordinary students”, Jacobsen said. “A lot of the
other people running ... are affiliated with a lot of groups”, Carr said. “We’re
the common students.”

Hearing Students

They both said they have genuine concerns for the students, and if elected,
they want to make sure those common students get heard.

“There’s no contact between the student government and the actual
students”, Jacobsen said.

“Student government has always said ‘you come to us’. Well, we want to
bring the student government to the students”, Carr said. One way of finding out
about student needs would be with weekly polls, Carr said.

What seemed to be of most concern for Carr and Jacobsen was the lack of
places for on-campus students to just hang out.

“Where are you to go if you are not in a sorority or fraternity?” Jacobsen
said.



They were both adamant in expressing their feelings on the need for
commercialization on campus.

“I’d really like to get rid of the food court”, Carr said. “I’d like to bring
more commercial properties to the university”.

That, of course, means one project they hope to push heavily is the
University Village, which would bring commercial properties to the Bronson
Property on the north end of campus. It also means they are in favor of moving
commercial properties into the bottom floor of the Memorial Union, an idea that
has also been discussed in recent months.

Non-conventional

Carr admits their ticket definitely doesn’t compare to the norm.

“We’re not your conventional candidates for president and vice president
and we don’t want to be,” he said.

Between the two, Carr has the most leadership experience. He ran his own
skate park in East Grand Forks, and he helped open the Spot, a new skate park in
Grand Forks.

Line said simply, “I have no real experience’.

The duo plans on using what Carr calls “creative campaigning”. Leaving
out most of the details, he said this will be videos and “stuffto catch the eye”.

All of the work on their campaign is coming free of charge from friends
who want to help them, Jacobsen said.

“It’s not about the money or the means to go there,” she said. “Just go with
what you have”.

And to them, getting there doesn’t necessarily mean winning the campaign.

“We’re not really counting on winning”, Jacobsen said.

“We probably won’t win”, Carr added. “But, if we enlighten the students
that things can happen, then we think we’ve won.”

Carr and Jacobsen would like interested students to contact them with their
questions.

(from Dakota Student, 1997)

Culture notes:

Ticket - in the election campaign a group of candidates running together

Food court - the part of a shopping mall where snacks and light meals can
be bought from a number of different outlets, often with a communal eating area

Exercise 1: Make a list of “election vocabulary”from the text? Describe the
election campaign atthe VND using this vocabulary.

Exercise 2. Answer the questions.
1 What is the topic of the text?
2. What are James Car and Line Jacobsen?



3. What issues do the presidential and vice-presidential candidates address?

4. What are their chances to win election?

5. What can be inferred about a university student government? How strong is
the students’ voice on campus?

Text 2. Eat, Drink and Be Merry* in the EIm City

By Soraya Victory

Contrary to popular belief, the weekend of the Game is not just about
drinking lots of beer and ragging on Harvard. It’s about taking a break from
work for a couple of days and doing things that you don’t usually have time for:
going to a show, watching some football, and hanging out with old friends from
that other school. Okay, and drinking lots of beer and ragging on Harvard.

The Cantabs will have plenty of catching up to do when they arrive on Fri.,
Nov.21. The fun will have already begun, and due to our lush nine-day
Thanksgiving break, it will be no-holds barred. The usual Thursday night
debauchery will be in full swing at Naples, where you can imbibe their
homemade brew and devour some quality pizza while shaking your booty on the
dance floor. Room parties will be in full swing, so keep your eyes and ears open
for lights and music as you stumble around campus.

Weekends always feature a host of dramatic productions, and with several
shows opening on Thurs., Nov.20, this weekend is no exception. You can catch
the modem dance troupe Philobolus at the Shubert Theater for slightly more
refined and graceful athletism than you might find at the Bowl (Thurs. at 7 p.m.,
Fri. 8 p.m., Sat. at 2 and 8 p.m., and Sun. at 2 p.m., tickets $ 15 to $30). At the
Yale Cabaret, you can dine while taking in the musical production put on by
the School of Drama (Thurs. to Sat. at 8.30 and 11 p.m., tickets $6 with food and
drink minimums). Additionally, the Yale Dramat’s mainstage, Steven
Soundheim’s Into the Woods, brings a unique assortment of fairy tale adventures
(Wed. to Sat. at 8 p.m., tickets $6-8). You can also take advantage of the
downtime to stop by the Yale University Art Gallery and the British Art
Center, before the latter closes next semester for renovations.

And as any Yalie knows, there is no end to singing at Yale. The evenings
bring a deluge of concerts, including the Glee Club (Woolsey Hall at 8 p.m.) on
Friday. Various singing groups will perform with their Crimson counterparts:
Redhot & Blue hosts the all-female Harvard Pitches on Friday night (Berkley
dining hall at 7.45 p.m., tickets $5) and the Duke’s Men and Shades will shake

allusion to the Bible “Then | commended mirth, because a man hath no better thing under the
sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry: for that shall abide with him of his labour
the days of his life, which God giveth him under the sun” (King James Bible. Ecclesiastes
8:15).



the walls of Sprague Hall with the aid of the Harvard Din and Tonics on
Saturday night at 8 p.m. (tickets $3 students, $5 adults).

When you’ve had your fill of culture and would do anything to get the
capella rendition of “Carolina on My Mind” out of your head, you can make
your way over to Toad’s Place. Saturday brings Yale/Harvard night, where
three Yale bands will match up against three from Harvard in a “Battle of the
Bands” (doors open at 5 p.m.) For post game entertainment you can try the
weekly Saturday Night Dance Party - free with any college ID ... and a note
from you mother if you come from Cambridge. Another apres-football option is
Fire and Ice, where live DJs run the festivities at the YMCA (52 Howe St., 9
p.m. to 3 a.m., $15 tickets can be purchased at Cobden’s).

And now let’s get back to the aforementioned beer: you really couldn’t
miss it if you tried. Unlike another academic institution on the weekend before
Thanksgiving, our campus will be lively and full of people, so grab your
roommates and hit the streets. Lake Place will undoubtedly resemble a brewery
for the entire weekend and will be worth the trek. If fraternities aren’t your
thing, then wander into any residential college and follow your nose. You could
also try Old Campus, where the no-keg rule will make for interesting
alternatives to the traditional ale.

Despite all the hullabaloo, the main attraction of the weekend is still the
Game on Saturday at 12.30 p.m. Don’t let the cold slow you down in the
morning, however. Drag yourself out of bed, get on the first bus in front of
Payne Whitney Gymnasium, head out to the fields, and behold a plethora of
tailgates*. Virtually every college hosts one, as well as certain organizations and
even some families. The Yale University Dining Hall will have an extravaganza
set up, complete with the treats which we are all accustomed. Stuff your face,
and avoid freezing with some hot chocolate and our other favorite beverage.

When you’re finally feeling warm and tingly, and the strains ofthe Bulldog
fight song start to waft over from the Bowl, get on your Boola sweatshirt and
find your college in the stands. Protect your Moose, spell out Pierson College,
chant JE Sux, and take your Sabrugian clothes off. More importantly, no matter
what happens on the field, remember that your Cantab friends will be in class on
Monday morning while you’re cozily tucked in bed.

(The Yale Herald, November 1997)

Culture Note-.

*Tailgate: a social gathering before a sports event held in a parking lot
outside the stadium with vehicles and the adjoining space used for picnicking,
barbecuing, and other activities



Exercise 1. Match the idiomsfrom the text with their definitions:

1. No-holds barred a) in vigorous progress

2. Have one’s fill of smth b) eat excessively

3. Stuff your face ¢) worthwhile doing a long difficult journey

4.Worth the trek e) to act in accordance with your instincts or
intuition

5.1n full swing f) completely unrestrained

6. Follow your nose g) drinking keg beer is not allowed

7. No-keg rule h) have plenty of smth.

Find the sentences with the above idioms in the text and translate them into
Russian. Use the appropriate (informal) register.

Exercise 2. Find synonyms of the following words and phrases in the text
using the context clues. Look up the words in the dictionary. Translate them.
teasing and taunting, self-indulgence, time for relaxation, vast quantity, drink
alcohol, eat quickly and hungrily, to float , spectacular display, noisy
excitement or fuss

Internet Activities. The text is abundant in references to cultural places and
events connected with Yale and Harvard. Search the Internetfor the following
references:

the Game, the Bowl, the Cantabs, YMCA, Glee club, Yale Dramat, Moose, JE
Sux, Boola sweatshirt, Toad’s Place. Choose a couple of concepts from this list
and make a short speech on it.

Tips for searching: look for the words on www.yale.edu and in reference
libraries (www.encarta.msn.com., en.wikipedia.org)

Exercise 3. Read Text 6 in the Appendix. Which aspects of students’
extracurricular life are described in Unit 4.

Exercise 4. Read Text 7 in the Appendix. Comment on the extracurricular life
at Columbia University.

Follow-up: In groups of 3-4 students brainstorm the topic “Extracurricular life
in Russian universities”, then choose a speaker and make a poster presentation.

Writing 1. Explore the announcements at the SSU venue and ads in the
university newspaper “Samarsky universitet”. Write an article to the university
newspaper about students’ life “off campus™ in SSU. (300 words)

Writing 2. Write a 10 paragraph essay on thefollowing topic:

Compare and contrast American and Russian universities in a) admissions
b) academic calendar c) tuition and financial aid d) curriculum and courses
e) students' extracurricular life


http://www.yale.edu
http://www.encarta.msn.com

Appendix
Text 1. Mission of the University

A. The University of North Dakota serves the state, the country and the world
community through teaching, research, creative activities, and service. State-
assisted, the University’s work depends also on federal, private, and corporate
sources. With other research universities, the University shares a distinctive
responsibility for the discovery, development, preservation and dissemination of
knowledge. Through its sponsorship and encouragement of basic and applied
research, scholarship, and creative endeavor, the University contributes to the
public well-being.

The University maintains its legislatively enacted missions in liberal arts,
business, education, law, medicine, engineering and mines; and has also
developed special missions in nursing, fine arts, aerospace, energy, human
resources and international studies. It provides a wide range of challenging
academic programs for undergraduate, professional, and graduate students
through the doctoral level. The University encourages students to make
informed choices, to communicate effectively, to be intellectually curious and
creative, to commit themselves to lifelong learning and the service of others, and
to share responsibility both for their own communities and for the world. The
University promotes cultural diversity among its students, staff, and faculty.

In addition to its on-campus instructional and research programs and its
branch campuses, the University of North Dakota separately and cooperatively
provides extensive continuing education and public service programs for all
areas of the state and region.

B. The University of North Carolina at Chanel Hill has been built by the people
of the state and has existed for two centuries as the nation’s first state university.
Through its excellent undergraduate programs, it has provided higher education
to ten generations of students, many of whom have become leaders of the state
and the nation. Since the nineteenth century, it has offered distinguished
graduate and professional programs.

The mission of the University is to serve all the people of the state, and
indeed the nation, as a center for scholarship and creative endeavor. The
University exists to expand the body of knowledge; to teach students at all levels
in an environment of research, free inquiry, and personal responsibility; to
improve the condition of human life through service and publication; and enrich
our culture.

To fulfill this mission, the University must:

e Acquire, discover, preserve, synthesize, and transmit knowledge;

* Provide high quality undergraduate instruction to students within a
community engaged in original inquiry and creative expression, while



committed to intellectual freedom, to personal integrity and justice, and to those
values that foster enlightened leadership for the state and the nation;

* Provide graduate and professional programs of national distinction at
the doctoral and other advanced levels to future generations of research scholars,
educators, professionals, and informed citizens;

« Extend knowledge-based services and other resources of the University
to the citizens of North Carolina and their institutions to enhance the quality of
life for all people in the state; and

» Address, as appropriate, regional, national, and international needs.

This mission imposes special responsibilities upon the faculty, students,
staff, administration, trustees, and other governance structures and
constituencies of the University in their service and decision-making on behalf
of the University.

C. University of Massachusetts Boston’s commitment to public higher
education and its aspirations for future progress are reflected officially in the
University’s Mission Statement

The University of Massachusetts Boston, one of the five campuses of the
University of Massachusetts, is nationally recognized as a model of excellence
for urban universities. A comprehensive, doctoral granting campus, we provide
challenging teaching, distinguished research and extensive service which
particularly respond to the academic and economic needs of the state’s urban
areas and their diverse’populations.

The mission and goals of the campus derive from and reflect the six
components of the Vision Statement of the University system;

» Access: The University of Massachusetts Boston offers liberal arts and
professional programs on the graduate and undergraduate levels, with doctoral
programs addressing issues of particular importance to urban environments and
people. Our curricula, the way we teach, and our financial and academic support
services address the needs both for traditional and non-traditional students, who
come to the university from varied social, cultural, and ethnic backgrounds, who
may have a variety of previous educational experiences, and who
characteristically combine University education with work and family
responsibilities.

« Excellence-. The Umass Boston addresses the intellectual and professional
needs of individual students through class and other educational experiences that
encourage dialogue with faculty who are active scholars, performers, and/or
practitioners. Our programs reflect contemporary thinking about the disciplines
and professions, while honoring the disciplines’ and professions’ historical
contexts. Students benefit from rigorous, specially tailored approaches to
fostering gains in abilities and understanding. We seek to distinguish ourselves
in four areas of inquiry: the physical environment; critical social and public



policy issues; leadership in health, education, and human services; and high
technology manpower needs.

e Public Service: Extending the land grant tradition, the Umass Boston
forges linkages between research and service, and is forming partnerships with
communities, the private sector, government, other colleges and universities,
and other sectors of public education. These linkages bring intellectual, technical
and human resources of the University community to bear on the economic and
social needs of metropolitan regions - for example, through public policy
analysis and applied problem solving in areas such as environmental quality,
city planning, tax policy, the schools, and economic development especially in
ethnic and minority communities.

¢ Innovation: The Umass Boston pursues research and offers programs
serving current and emerging needs of urban populations, institutions, and
environments, for example, in gerontology, public policy and environmental
sciences. Programs incorporate new knowledge developed through research,
new methods yielded by emerging technologies, and insights and opportunities
afforded by interdisciplinary, cross-disciplinary and other collaborative
enterprises.

« Economic Development: The Umass Boston works cooperatively with
metropolitan businesses, major public and private sector employers,
representatives of state and local governments, neighborhoods and communities
around the world. We offer professional education in areas critical to regional
employers, assist state executives in policy analysis and development, and work
to strengthen all businesses and local governments through the application of
knowledge and expertise and by providing an effectively educated workforce.
We conduct research on critical economic issues, e.g., the environment,
especially but not solely harbor and coastal aspects thereof; social, public, and
fiscal policy. And we offer programs to enhance Massachusetts’ participation in
the global economic community.

e Duality of Life: The UMASss Boston sponsors and supports cultural
diversity by helping ethnic and international communities to articulate and
celebrate their cultural values and identities, and by recognizing the
contributions and achievements of members of these communities. We educate
artists, writers, archivists, teachers, environmentalists and others whose lifelong
contributions will enrich the culture and environment of the urban populace. By
the nature of our enterprise and through our normal activity, we contribute to the
rich and diverse cultural life of a major American city.



Text 2. Assessment and Grading

At most colleges and universities in the United States, students’ academic
work is assessed with a letter grade. The A is considered superior; B, above
average; C, average; D, below average; F, failure. Many institutions also employ
the use of pluses and minuses to distinguish between a higher letter grade (B+)
and a lower one (B -). The undergraduate student is expected to maintain a C
average or better to remain in good academic standing. A student whose average
drops below C will be placed on probation usually for one term. A student
whose grades do not improve in that time could receive either a temporary
academic suspension or a permanent academic dismissal. Graduate students are
expected to maintain a B average or better to remain in good academic standing.
Some institutions use the letter “I” to denote incomplete work and allow the
student an additional period of time (usually a semester or a year) to complete
the course requirements before a final grade is entered. A few institutions use
percentages rather than letter grades; under this system 90-100 is usually equal
to A; 80-89, to B; 70-79, to C; 60-69, to D; below 60, to F. Many schools also
make use of a pass-fail system, either for all courses or for elective courses only.
The student who completes a course satisfactorily receives a grade “pass”; the
student who does not, receives a grade “fail”.

Assignment of a grade for a student’s work in a course is entirely the
prerogative of the instructor, and it cannot be changed by anyone of higher
authority in the institution. Some instructors prefer to grade students against an
absolute standard that they alone have determined. Others choose to measure
students against one another in a system known as “grading on the curve”. This
assumes that most students in a class would work at an average level of C, that
there would be several B’s and D’s and a very few A’s and F’s to reflect the normal
achievement curve. The system is thought to reduce the element of subjectivity in
measurement. If a test or assignment is so difficult that most students do poorly -
or, alternatively, so easy that almost everyone completes it without error - the best
will receive an A and the poorest an F regardless of the absolute scores.

Grade Point Average (GPA) Overall academic achievement is measured
by grade points. On the common four-point scale, each credit with a grade A
earns four grade or quality points, B earns three, C earns two, D earns one, and
no grade points are assigned to F. A student’s GPA is computed by dividing the
total number of grade points by the total number of credit hours of enrollment.
For example:

Grade Units Grade Points GPA
A=4 3 12
B=3 4 12

7 24 (divided by 7) 34



Colleges and universities regularly record the progress of each student, and
in most institutions the grades that indicate the quality of classroom are the most
important part of the record. Other records cover observations of the student’s
character, health, and extracurricular activities. Access to student’s records is
limited, and there are federal laws to protect the student’s privacy. Records are
maintained in the office ofthe institution’s registrar.

(from The American University)

Text 3. Harvard University

Harvard University is the oldest institution of higher learning in the United
States and one of the nation’s most prestigious. The main university campus lies
along the Charles River a few miles west of Boston.

Harvard’s history began when a college was established at New Towne in
1636. Some 130 alumni of the universities of Oxford and Cambridge emigrated
to New England before 1646. These men wanted the same advantages for their
children as they themselves had enjoyed in England, but as Puritans were then
not allowed to English universities, they decided to set up a college of their own
in the New World. Without waiting for a wealthy benefactor, they went ahead
and founded one through a grant of $400 by the assembly of the Bay Colony in
1636. The place where the college was established was later renamed
Cambridge. Classes began in the summer of 1638 with one master and nine
students in a single frame house and a “college yard”, previously used for cows
The college was named Harvard for a Puritan minister, John Harvard, who left
the college his books and half of his estate. In the early 19thcentury, the schools
of divinity, law, and medicine were begun.

The first president, 30-year old Henry Dunster, set up such high standards
in the liberal arts as to attract students from Bermuda, Virginia, and England as
well as the New England colonies. Through the 1640s the college flourished,
students paying term bills with farm produce, clothing, and cattle. Scholarships
were provided by voluntary contributions of a shilling or a peck of wheat from
each family. Dormitories were provided for the students. Students dined in the
hall with their tutors.

At its inception Harvard was under church sponsorship. More than half of
the Harvard graduates in the 17th century became Puritan ministers. But during
its first two centuries, the college was gradually liberated, first from clerical and
later from political control, until in 1865 the university alumni began electing
members of the governing board. During his long tenure as Harvard’s president
(1869-1909), Charles W. Eliot made Harvard into an institution with national
influence.

The next Harvard President A. Lawrence Lowell (1909-33) also
contributed a lot to the development of the University curriculum.



Recent presidents James Bryant Conant, Nathan M. Pusey,. Derek Bok, and
Neil L. Rudenstine each made significant contributions toward strengthening the
quality of undergraduate and graduate education at Harvard while, at the same
time, maintaining the University’s role as a preeminent research institution.
Conant (1933-53) introduced a system of ad hoc committees from outside the
University to evaluate tenure candidates being considered for faculty positions.
Conant also initiated the General Education Program to give undergraduates
breadth in fields outside their major study. And it was under Conant, in 1943,
that Harvard and Radcliffe signed an agreement allowing women students into
Harvard classrooms for the first time.

Under Pusey (1953-71), Harvard undertook what was then the largest
fundraising campaign in the history of American higher education, the $82.5
million Program for Harvard College.

The Program strengthened faculty salaries, broadened student aid, created
new professorships, and expanded Harvard’s physical facilities. A similar but
greatly expanded fundraising effort, the Harvard Campaign (1979-84), was
conducted under the leadership of Derek Bok (1971-91) and raised $356 million
by the end of 1984.

Some of the important educational initiatives Bok undertook include:
reform of the undergraduate course of study through the innovative Core
Curriculum, the introduction of graduate programs crossing traditional borders
of professional disciplines, new approaches to the training of lawyers and
doctors, and a renewed -emphasis on the quality of teaching and learning at all
levels. A 1977 agreement delegated responsibility for the education of
undergraduate women to the College.

Neil L. Rudenstine, Harvard’s 26th president, served from 1991-2001. As
part of an overall effort to achieve greater coordination among the University’s
schools and faculties, Rudenstine set in motion an intensive process of
University-wide academic planning, intended to identify some of Harvard’s
main intellectual and programmatic priorities.

In 1999, he announced the launch of a major new venture in
interdisciplinary learning, the Radcliffe Institute of Advanced Study, created
through the merger of Radcliffe College with Harvard.

During his tenure Rudenstine worked to sustain and build federal support
for university-based research. Under his leadership, Harvard’s federally
sponsored research grew to a projected $320 million in 2000, up from $200

million in 1991.
Rudenstine also stressed the University’s commitment to excellence in

undergraduate education, the importance of keeping Harvard’s doors open to
students from across the economic spectrum, the task of adapting the research
university to an era of rapid information growth, and the challenge of living
together in a diverse community committed to freedom of expression.



The University’s recent successful capital campaign, which raised $2.6
billion, has allowed the University to take meaningful steps toward those goals,
such as increasing both undergraduate and graduate student financial aid,
embarking on new construction projects to provide cutting-edge facilities for
study and research, and endowing new chairs and professorships to ensure
Harvard continues to attract top faculty.

The alumni and faculty of Harvard have been closely associated with many
areas of American intellectual and political development. By the 1960s Harvard
had educated six U.S. presidents - John Adams, John Quincy Adams,
Rutherford B. Hayes, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and John F.
Kennedy - and a number ofjustices, cabinet officers, and congressional leaders.
Literary figures among Harvard graduates have included Ralph Waldo Emerson,
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Henry David Thoreau, James Russell Lowell, Henry
James, Henry Adams, Robert Frost, T.S. Eliot, John Dos Passos, E.E.
Cummings, Walter Lippmann, Robert Lowell, and Norman Mailer. Other
notable intellectual figures who either graduated from or taught at Harvard
include the historians Francis Parkman, W.E.B. Du Bois, and Samuel Eliot
Morison; the astronomer Benjamin Pierce; the chemist Wolcott Gibbs; and the
naturalist Louis Agassiz. William James introduced the experimental study of
psychology into the United States at Harvard in the 1870s.

Harvard’s Undergraduate schools - Harvard College and Radcliffe College
- contain about one-third of the total student body. The core of the university’s
teaching staff consists of the faculty of arts and sciences, which includes the
graduate faculty of arts and sciences. The university has graduate or first-
professional schools of medicine, law, business, divinity, education,
government, dental medicine, design, and public health. The schools of law,
medicine, and business are particularly prestigious. Among the advanced
research institutions affiliated with Harvard are the Museum of Comparative
Zoology, the Gray Herbarium, the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, the Arnold Arboretum, and the William Hayes Fogg Art Museum.
Also associated with the university are an astronomical observatory in Harvard,
Mass.; the Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection in Washington,
D.C., a centre for the study of Byzantine and medieval humanities; and the
Harvard-Yenching Institute in Cambridge for research on the Far East. Harvard
has one of the largest and most important university libraries in the world.

Statistics

Founded 16 years after the arrival of the Pilgrims at Plymouth, the
University has grown from nine students with a single master to an enrollment
of more than 18,000 degree candidates, including undergraduates and students in
10 graduate and professional schools. An additional 13,000 students are enrolled
in one or more courses in the Harvard Extension School. Over 14,000 people
work at Harvard, including more than 2,000 faculty. There are also 7,000 faculty
appointments in affiliated teaching hospitals.



Seven presidents of the United States - John Adams, John Quincy
Adams, Theodore and Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Rutherford B. Hayes, John
Fitzgerald Kennedy and George W. Bush - were graduates of Harvard. Its
faculty has produced nearly 40 Nobel laureates.

(from HELLO lonline No.2 2003
URL:www.hello-online.ru)

Text 4. The Master’s Program in Linguistics
at the University of North Dakota

Linguistics at LIND is a cooperative program between the university and the
Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL), which offers linguistics courses on
campus every summer. SIL is responsible for teaching and supervising UND’s
M.A. program in linguistics under the supervision ofthe UND Graduate school.

Purpose of the Master’s degree in Linguistics

The primary purpose of the M.A. program is to prepare students to do field
linguistic research, especially in languages that have received relatively little
study previously. Courses taught by SIL all carry this emphasis, focusing on
phonetics, field methods, analytical skills, and theoretical frameworks which are
useful in the initial description of lesser-known languages. The SIL faculty
members have substantial fieldwork experience, and spend most of the year
doing linguistic research, promoting vernacular literacy, and performing related
humanitarian service. The thesis (required) is normally based on field data
collected by the student. The degree is designed so that students can combine
graduate study at UND with pursuit of linguistic fieldwork or other linguistic
career in another country.

Secondary purposes of the program include preparing students for doctoral
work in linguistics at other institutions, for teaching linguistics at universities
outside the U.S., and for applied linguistic tasks such as teaching English as a
second language, bilingual/bicultural education, literacy, and translation

The University of North Dakota

The University of North Dakota, located in Grand Forks, offers 169 major
fields of study and a variety of degrees at the bachelor, master, specialist, and
doctoral levels, and a century-long tradition of teaching and research. Besides
the Graduate school, the University includes such units as the School of
Medicine and Health Sciences, the School of Law, the Energy and
Environmental Research Center, and the Center for Aerospace Sciences.
Facilities include a computer center with internet access and the Chester Fritz
library with about two million volumes
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Admissions requirements
General requirements for admission to the graduate school include
e completion of a bachelor's degree
e acumulative minimum GPA of 2.75 for all undergraduate work and 3.00
for the last two years
< ability to pursue academic work in English (as evidenced by a score of
550 or higher on the TOEFL exam for students whose native language is
not English).
Specific requirements for the M.A. in linguistics are
e 20 semester credits of work in foreign languages or linguistics
e of these, at least 10 must be in linguistics
GRE scores are not required.
Applicants who do not meet one or more requirements are sometimes
admitted on a trial basis if they have compensating strengths.
All persons have equal opportunity to graduate study, regardless of race,
color, national origin, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, or
disability.

Application

To make application to the M.A. program, the student files an application
form with the UND Graduate School, together with an application fee, a
statement of purpose, transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate work, and
three letters of recommendation. Special requirements apply to students from
other countries, such as translations in English of all materials (e.g. transcripts)
not in English.

Applications for the M.A. in linguistics are accepted year-round, and are
acted upon whenever the application is complete. We recommend, however, that
students plan to begin their graduate studies during the summer session when the
program is most active. You may take up to 9 graduate credits before entering
the degree program and use them later for the degree. Thus, many students
postpone applying to the UND Graduate School until after spending a summer
taking classes from SIL. If you have questions, consult with the MA advisor or
SIL director before applying.

Requirements for the M,A. degree

The following are summarized from the Graduate Bulletin, including both
general requirements for the M.A., and the specific requirements for the M.A. in
Linguistics.

« 32 graduate credits are required for the degree, including the thesis.

« At least 20 credits must be in linguistics courses which are listed in the
Graduate Bulletin (see Courses below).

« At least 26 credits (including thesis) must be at the 500-level or above.



*The degree may include a minor (at least 9 credits in a single related
graduate field; approval from the minor department is required) or
cognate courses (9 credits in related fields at the 300 level or higher).

« A maximum of 8 graduate credits may be transferred from another
institution. Transfer credits must be at the graduate level (500 level or
equivalent) and the school at which the credits were earned must offer a
graduate degree in that field. Transfer credits may not have been used for
another degree, and must not be more than 7 years old.

* A minimum of two summers, or one regular semester, must be spent in
residence (full-time study in Grand Forks). Students are normally
expected to spend at least two summers in residence.

« Coursework must not be more than 7 years old at time of graduation.
(Older courses taken at UND can sometimes be revalidated by
demonstrating continuing competence in the subject matter of the course.)

Courses that can be used as part of the M.A. in linguistics

Courses available for a major in Linguistics are listed under Linguistics and
English in the Graduate Bulletin. Students normally complete their degree using
regular courses from Linguistics supplemented by courses from English, transfer
courses, or independent study (Directed Studies and Research).

The courses listed in the Graduate Bulletin under Linguistics are taught in
the summers and form the core of the program. Students are normally expected
to take Ling 450, 451,.503, 504, 506 and 510. Ling 998 (Thesis) is required.

Ling 450  Articulatory Phonetics 2 credits
Ling 451  Phonology | 3 credits
Ling 503  Phonology Il 3 credits
Ling 504  Grammatical Analysis Il (‘Syntax I1”) 3 credits
Ling 506  Field Methods 4 credits

Ling 507  Special Topics in Linguistics (may be 1-4 credits
repeated for different topics)
Ling 510  Semantics and Pragmatics 3 credits

Ling 590  Directed Studies in Linguistics (may be  1-4 credits
repeated up to 8 credits total)

Ling 594  Research in Linguistics 1-6 credits

Ling 998  Thesis 4 credits

SIL occasionally offers other courses, some of which may be available for
graduate credit.



Courses listed in the Graduate Bulletin under English Language and
Literature which have linguistic content may also be used for the M.A. in
Linguistics. These are mostly taught during the fall and spring.

Engl 361  American Indian Languages | 3 credits
Engl 362  American Indian Languages Il 3 credits

Engl 370  Language and Culture (also listed as Anth 3 credits
370)

Engl 417  Special Topics in Language (when the 3 credits
topic is in linguistics; may be repeated for
different topics)

Engl 419  Teaching English as a Second Language | 3 credits per
and Il semester

Engl 442  History of the English Language 3 credits

Engl 590L Readings in Language (when the topic is  1-4 credits
in linguistics)

Courses that can be used for prerequisites to the M.A. in linguistics

Many courses listed under English, Languages, Linguistics and other
headings in the Undergraduate Bulletins can be used to satisfy the prerequisites
for the degree but cannot be used as part of the degree program itself. (This, of
course, is also true of many courses available at other institutions.) Both courses
in foreign languages and linguistics can be used as prerequisites for the degree;
those taught at UND with linguistics content include the following:

Ling 452  Syntax and Morphology | (formerly 4 credits
Grammatical Analysis I)

Ling 470  Introduction to Sociolinguistics 1 credit

Ling 480  Second Language Acquisition: Theory 3 credits
and Practice

Engl 207  Introduction to Linguistics 3 credits

Engl 309 Modem Grammar 3 credits

Engl 499  Senior Honors thesis (if done in 1-15 credits
linguistics)

Lang 401  German Linguistics 2 credits

Lang 402  German Linguistics 2 credits

Cdis 323 Phonetics 2 credits



Faculty
Most of the faculty members for the UND linguistics program are SIL
faculty who have been appointed as Summer Adjunct faculty members in the
UND Graduate School. The rest are members of UND’s department of English
Language and Literature. The SIL faculty members are on campus only during
the summers, but special arrangements can be made for them to offer certain
courses (esp. Thesis) at other times. Not all of them are available each summer.
(from University of North Dakota website URL: www.und.edu)

Text 5. Trust, Honesty, and the Honor System

Trust is an important expectation in American education. “The honor
system”, imposed by the teacher and the school, demands that the student be
honest in all areas of schoolwork. Violation of the honor system can result in
failing a course, having a permanent record of the violation in the student’s files,
and even being suspended or expelled from the university. Many students are
also aware that they can jeopardize their rapport with fellow students if they are
dishonest. Students who cheat may lose the respect of other students,
particularly those who study for exams and work independently. Some
instructors leave their classrooms when students are taking an exam. They may
or may not say, “l expect you all to abide by the honor system” (which means,
“Don’t cheat”) Even if the words are not stated, the student is expected to work
alone and not share answers.

In one Midwestern university handbook, the following behaviors are listed as
examples of academic dishonesty:

e Plagiarism - using other people’s work and submitting it as your own
without citing the source.

e Cheating - this includes tests, take-home exams, and papers submitted
for credit.

« Fabrication - reporting false or inaccurate data.

e Aiding... dishonesty - knowingly providing information to another
student that would be used dishonestly.

« Falsification of records and official documents - this includes forging
signatures or falsifying information on academic records.

College officials take these rules seriously ad punish accordingly.
(Although some American students do try to cheat, they know what the
consequences are). Plagiarism as a concept tied to cultural beliefs. Americans
believe in respect for other people’s property, and this includes their ideas as
well as their research. The words and ideas of academicians, scholars, and
researchers are considered private property. If others’ research and ideas are to
be used in someone else’s work, they must be acknowledged by a citation.
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Sometimes, it is necessary to obtain written permission to use an extended piece
of information (ideas) in a book or article to be published.

Students from countries where “beating the system” is a survival technique
have to adjust to the fact that in the United States any kind of falsification of
official school documents is considered dishonest and is punishable. In an
attempt to “beat the system”, several Eastern European students were expelled
from their college after it was discovered that they had given false information
about their prior schooling on their application for admission. Their attempt to
take advantage of the system in order to better themselves may have been a
natural response to having struggled in a society with many bureaucratic
barriers. Nevertheless, the American university administrators could not excuse
this kind of dishonest behavior, despite the students’ cultural background.

(from Beyond Language. Cross-Cultural Communication)

Text 6. Extracurricular Life

With the exception of those urban institutions that cater largely to part-
time, older students, American campuses, whether in the city or in rural areas,
resemble small, independent communities. The formal coursework is only one
part of the college experience; extracurricular life is equally significant. In
addition to the university authority structure, there is usually a student
government that monitors student concerns and oversees a full range of
activities. Sports, both intercollegiate and intramural, have major importance,
and there are student associations focusing on everything from poetry to politics,
a campus newspaper published by students, and concerts and theatrical events
featuring students and outside artists. Many campuses have “Greek”
organizations, known as fraternities and sororities, which are usually segregated
by gender. Most of these organizations serve social functions; some have a
service or an academic orientation. Membership in these organizations is usually
selective based on criteria that vary by organization. Students also involve
themselves in concerns of the broader community through service to the needy,
the hospitalized, preschoolers, youth groups, and the elderly. Finally, much of
the students’ social life revolves around the campus, with formal dances, parties
organized by the various clubs, and spontaneous gatherings in the dormitories.

(from The American University)

Text 7. Columbia University Extracurricular Life
Columbia Students take part in extracurricular groups of all kinds: artistic

(e.g., many theater groups, musical groups, and dance groups), athletic (twenty-
two varsity sports and dozens of club and intramural sports), communications



(the Columbia Daily Spectator and many other publications, the Columbian
year book, WKCR-FM, a campus television station, and other groups),
community service (e.g., Amnesty International, Big Brother/Big Sister
programs , tutoring programs, a volunteer ambulance squad, service-to-the
elderly programs, and work in soup kitchens and homeless shelters), and
professional (e.g., the Charles Hamilton Pre-Law Association and the National
Society of Black Engineers). Other groups represent students’ ethnic religious,
political, and sexual identities. There are twelve men’s fraternities, five coed
fraternities, and seven sororities.

(from Peterson’s Guide to Four-Year Colleges 1997)

Text 8. Volunteering in Higher Education

Juanita, a sophomore at a major university, volunteersfour hours a week
in a homeless shelter. Introduced to the shelter and its services through a
sociology course, Juanita learned about the diverse causes of homelessness, and
was amazed at the number of children that had no place to call home. After
completing a research assignment on homelessness and children, and sharing
her findings with a community coalition, she signed up to tutor children in a
schoolfor studentsfrom homelessfamilies.

Colleges and universities in the United States have a healthy tradition of
student volunteering, from ad hoc emergency services to long-term
commitments. Student organizations, honor societies, fraternities and sororities,
residence units and other campus groups encourage or require young men and
women to return something to the community in which the school is situated.

In 1985, a small group of college and university presidents formed the
national Campus Compact, an associatidn committed to campus-based service
and service learning. Today, this group, with about 600 members, convenes
colloquia and national and state faculty development institutes to encourage and
support community involvement and service learning. Campus Compact also
initiates projects that address specific service activities - such as mentoring, or
developing campus-community collaborations - and produces and distributes
resource materials.

*Big Brothers/Big Sisters of America, organization in the United States of volunteer men
and women, also known as Big Brothers and Big Sisters, who serve as mentors and role
models for children between the ages of 7 and 17. Trained social workers employed by the
organization investigate the cases of children who have been referred by schools or other
social organizations, and by parents who recognize the need for a strong role model in their
children’s lives. The child is then introduced to a Big Brother or Big Sister, who takes a
continuing personal interest in the child’s welfare. All volunteers are screened before being
accepted into the program. The social worker continues to work with the child’s family.
(Microsoft ® Encarta ® 2006)

**soup kitchen - emergency food service: a place that serves free meals to people of a lower
income group



The 1997-98 statistics for students at Campus Compact schools are
impressive. For example:
» Undergraduate students contributed 29 million hours of service.
e 284,000 undergraduates participated in ongoing community service
activities, and 316,000 were involved in one-event projects.
* Nearly 11,000 faculty members were active in service learning, and nearly
12,000 service-learning courses were available to undergraduates.

The parallel to this organization of presidents is the Campus Outreach
Opportunity League (COOL), linking college students engaged in service
projects. COOL, founded in 1984, is devoted to educating, empowering and
mobilizing men and women on campus with respect to community service - to
increase participation and to promote unflagging activism. COOL achieves its
goals, typically, through a national conference featuring workshops and
networking sessions, publications, regional programs and a leadership program
to train and maintain campus coordinators.

The success and sustained interest in service learning on college campuses
is directly related to the institutions’ missions, to the role assumed by faculty
members, to effective teaching and learning, and to the priorities the institutions
have established. A mission might cite a citizenship quotient. Faculty members
are encouraged by a sense of responsibility and possible rewards - including
promotion and tenure. The more that service learning is aligned with
institutional priorities, the more likely it will be embraced by students, faculty
and staff.

(abridged from SCHOOLS, UNIVERSITIES AND VOLUNTEERING By
Terry Pickeral [from InfoUSA server] URL:
http://usinfo.org/enus/life/people/ijse0998/educate.htm
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The Structure of Education
in the United States



Academic (n): a person who teaches or does research or academic
administration at university level

Admissions: the name of the office which formally admits students to the
university programs

Academic adviser: A member of a college faculty who helps and advises
students solely on academic matters, whether the Dean of Freshmen, a regular
faculty member, the Graduate Advisor, or thesis/dissertation advisor; in the
American system every student is entitled to an advisor

Academic year: The period of formal instruction, usually September to May;
may be divided into terms of varying lengths: semesters (two terms), trimesters
(three terms), or quarters (four terms).

Accreditation: The formal approval of a department, college, or university
teaching program by an outside agency, either regional or professional

ACT: American College Test a standardized test required for admission to
some American colleges

Add/Drop: A process at the beginning of the term whereby students can delete
or add classes with an instructor’s permission.

Adjunct Professor: A faculty member who teaches part time for a department
without appointments in that department’s regular faculty

Adjustment Period: A period just before or just after the beginning of an
academic term when students may change their class schedules; also called
“Add-Drop Period”, “Drop-Add Period”

Advance registration: A process of choosing classes in advance of other
students.

Alumnus: A graduate of the university. Alumna (fern, sing.), Alumni (masc.
pi..), Alumnae (fem.pl.)

Assistant Professor: A tenure track position, an introductory rank. Most
assistant professors have a doctorate. Generally 5-7 years must be spent at this
rank before a faculty member may apply for promotion or tenure

Assistantship: A study grant of financial assistance to a graduate student that is
offered in return for certain services in teaching or laboratory supervision as a
teaching assistant, or for services in research as a research assistant, involves 10-
20 hours of work per week and part-time graduate study.

Associate’s Degree: A degree awarded upon completion of a 2-year community
college: AA - associate of arts, AAS - associate of applied science (a
commercial or technical program) AS - associate of science (natural sciences)



Associate Professor: This rank implies that the faculty member has had broad
and successful experience in a college or university, has made scholarly
contributions to his discipline, and has been actively involved in the overall life
of the institution. After a specified number of years in this rank the faculty
member may apply for promotion to the rank of professor.

Audit (v): To take a class without receiving credit toward a degree.

Baccalaureate: The degree of “bachelor” conferred upon graduates of most
U.S. colleges and universities. Also, a ceremony (historically, a Christian
service) honoring students who are about to graduate with bachelor’s degrees
from the university

Bachelor’s degree: Degree awarded upon completion of approximately four
years of full-time study in the liberal arts and sciences or professional subjects.
It is a prerequisite to study in a graduate program. BA - bachelor of arts; BSc -
bachelor of science

Board of Trustees: the governing body of a university, composed of prominent
citizens; occasionally known as Board of Regents

Bulletin: A publication created each year by a university or college that contains
the details of academic majors offered and the requirements for completing
them. Usually includes a listing and description of every class the institution
offers.

Campus: the college/university grounds, usually characterized by park-like
green spaces

Chair: Also chairperson - a professor who administers an academic
department (also Department Head)

Class rank: A number or ratio indicating a student’s academic standing in his or
her graduating class. A student who ranks first in a class of 100 students would
report his or her class rank as 1/100, while a student ranking last would report
100/100. Class rank may also be expressed in percentiles (for example, the top
25 percent, the lower 50 percent).

Coed: A college or university that admits both men and women; also refers to a
dormitory that houses both men and women.

College: A postsecondary institution that provides undergraduate education and,
in some cases, master’s level degrees. College, in a separate sense, is a division
of a university; for example, College of Business.

College catalog: An official publication giving information about a university’s
academic programs, facilities, entrance requirements, and student life.

Commencement: The graduation ceremony; the event at which degrees are
awarded



Community college: A 2-year post-secondary institution supported by the local
community (usually a school district or several consolidated school districts)

Continuing Education - an extension of educational activities by and for
people who have completed their formal schooling; the reference is usually to
non-credit course-work

Cooperative Education - an educational plan which requires the student to
alternate periods of full-time study with periods of full-time work, usually in his
or her own major field

Core requirements: Mandatory courses required for completion of a degree.

Course: Regularly scheduled class sessions of one to five hours (or more) per
week during a term. A degree program is made up of a specified number of
required and elective courses and varies from institution to institution; the term
is not used by Americans as a synonym of curriculum or program

Course load: The number of courses or credits taken in a specific term.

Credits: Units institutions use to record the completion of courses (with passing
grades) that are required for an academic degree. The catalog of a college or
university defines the number and kinds of credits that are required for the
university’s degrees and states the value of each course offered in terms of
“credit hours” or “units.”

Curriculum: The set of subjects taught at an educational institution

Dean: Director or highest authority within a certain professional school or
college of a university.

Dean’s List: A list, often published each term, of those of those students in the
college who have achieved a high grade-point average

Degree: Diploma or title conferred by a college, university, or professional
school upon completion of a prescribed program of studies.

Degree/non degree student - a student who is (not) enrolled as a candidate for
a degree

Distribution requirement - predetermined number of courses in specific
subject areas required of students for completion of a degree program

Drop out: A student who has withdrawn from all study

Department: Administrative subdivision of a school, college, or university
through which instruction in a certain field of study is given (such as English
department or history department).

Dissertation: The formal writing requirement - traditionally, an original
contribution to knowledge - for an advanced degree, usually the Ph.D.



Doctorate (Ph.D.): The highest academic degree conferred by a university to
students who have completed at least three years of graduate study beyond the
bachelor’s and/or master’s degree and who have demonstrated their academic
ability in oral and written examinations and through original research presented
in the form of a dissertation.

Dormitories: Housing facilities on the campus of a college or university
reserved for students. A typical dormitory would include student rooms,
bathrooms, common rooms, and possibly a cafeteria.

Drop: See “Withdrawal.”

Endowment: A fund invested by the university and meant to preserve its
financial stability

Electives: Courses that students may choose to take for credit toward their
intended degree, as distinguished from courses that they are required to take.

English as a Second Language (ESL): A course used to teach English to
students whose first language is not English.

Enrollment: 1) the process of enrolling or registering for classes; 2) the total
number of students at the university - e.g. an enrollment of 10,000

Extracurricular activities: Nonacademic activities undertaken outside
university courses.

Faculty: The members of the teaching staff, and occasionally the administrative
staff, of an educational institution. The faculty is responsible for designing the
plans of study offered by the institution.

Fees: An amount charged by universities, in addition to tuition, to cover costs of
institutional services.

Fellow: An undergraduate or graduate student or research specialist honored for
intellectual promise or research ability; often supported by a “fellowship”

Fellowship: A form of financial assistance, usually awarded to a graduate
student, which provides for tuition and living expenses for full-time study.
Generally, no service is required ofthe student in return.

Financial aid: A general term that includes all types of money, loans, and work-
study programs offered to a student to help pay tuition, fees, and living
expenses.

Foreign Student Advisor: The university administrator charged with meeting
various needs of international faculty, fellows, and students

Fraternity: A social society for men who are students at a college or university,
with a name consisting of individually pronounced Greek letters

Freshman: A first-year student at a secondary school, college, or university.



Full Professor: A person who made an outstanding contribution to scholarship
as well as to the development of the institution in which he/she is employed; the
professorship is the highest academic rank awarded to an individual by a
college/university. The number of full professors is limited, but there are several
in a given department.

Full-time student: A student who is carrying a normal load of courses.
Undergraduate students must take at least 12 credit hours per term and graduate
students - nine credit hours at most colleges and universities to be considered
full-time.

GE: Courses requiring broad areas of the liberal arts (shortening for General
Education)

Grade Point Average (GPA): A system of recording achievement based on a
numerical average ofthe grades attained in each course.

Graduate: 1) n. A student who has completed a course of study, either at the
secondary or university level. A graduate program at a university is a study
course for students who already hold a bachelor’s degree. 2) adj. “post-
graduate” or “post-baccalaureate”. Also grads (pi.)

Graduate Advisor - the faculty member who serves as a general advisor to all
graduate students in the department.

Graduate School - the office within the university which administers graduate
education

GTA: Graduate Teaching Assistant, graduate student in a college or university
who teaches, especially undergraduates, in return for tuition and usually a small
stipend. (See assistantship herein)

Grant: A form of financial aid, a sum of money given by the government or
some other organization to fund such things as education or research

Honors program: An unusually challenging program for superior students with
high grade achievement

Incomplete: A designation given in lieu of a grade for a course that has not
been completed (with permission). The student will be given a specified period
for completion of the coursework, after which an “F” (a failing grade) will
result.

Independent study: Official coursework which allows students to pursue
independent research or undertake a creative project outside the classroom,
usually with minimal faculty supervision. When offered, such study is usually
assigned in the third or fourth year of study

Instructor: An introductory rank for a member of the full-time faculty. It is
usually assigned to persons of limited or no college experience. The time spent
in the rank of instructor is often considered a probationary period. Instructors



receive one year contracts of three or four years, after which they may be
eligible to apply for promotion to the rank of assistant professor.

Intercollegiate Athletics - sports events occurring among, or involving
members of different schools, colleges or institutions

International student adviser (ISA): The person at a university who is in
charge of providing information and guidance to international students in such
areas as government regulations, visas, academic regulations, social customs,
language, financial or housing problems, travel plans, insurance, and legal
matters.

Internship: Placement of a student in a work environment in order to acquire
professional experience.

Intramural: Occurring within, or involving members of, a single school,
college, or institution

lvy League: The association of the oldest American colleges and universities,
along the Eastern seaboard; the “lvy League” is thought to represent the best of
American higher education.

Junior: A third-year student at a secondary school, college, or university.

Junior college - a 2-year college; the term is usually applied to private
institutions, to distinguish them from the (two-year) community colleges

Language requirement: A requirement of some graduate programs that
students must show basic reading and writing proficiency in one other language
besides their own to receive their degree.

Lecture: Common method of instruction.in college and university courses; a
professor lectures in classes of 20 to several hundred students. Lectures may be
supplemented with regular small group discussions led by teaching assistants.

Lecturer: Usually a faculty member who is appointed for a limited term to
teach a specific set of courses. (See faculty herein)

Liberal Arts: Also known as liberal arts and sciences, this term refers to
academic work in the humanities (languages, music, art, etc.) social sciences
(economics, history, sociology, etc.), and natural sciences (mathematics,
chemistry, physics, etc.), as opposed to technical or professional subjects. Many
colleges have requirements that ensure students’ exposure to a wide variety of
liberal arts courses.

Loan: A sum of money lent to an individual (or organization) with an
agreement to repay the money, possibly with interest. Loans are generally
awarded as part of a financial aid package and range from $100 to $2500. Some
colleges offer emergency loans, of small amounts, to meet unexpected expenses.

Lower Division: Freshman - sophomore classes and courses



Maintenance: Refers to the expenses of attending a university, including room
(living quarters) and board (meals), books, clothing, laundry, local
transportation, and incidentals.

Major: (n) 1) the subject in which a student wishes to concentrate; 2) a student
studying a particular academic specialty , e.g. a math major; (v) to make a
particular subject the main field of study in a college or university, e.g. She
majored in economics.

Major professor/thesis adviser: For research degrees, the professor who works
closely with a student in planning and choosing a research plan, in conducting
the research, and in presenting the results. The major professor serves as the
head of a committee of faculty members who review progress and results.

Master’s degree: Degree awarded upon completion of academic requirements
that usually include a minimum of one year’s study beyond the bachelor’s
degree. MA - master of arts, MSc - master of sciences

MBA: Master of Business (and) Administration

Midterm exam: An exam administered after half the academic term has passed
that covers all class material studied until that point.

Minor: (n) 1) a subject in which the student takes the second greatest
concentration of courses; 2) a student who takes a secondary program of study;
(v) to have a second specialization in higher education, in addition to a major
specialization, e.g. She minors in Spanish.

Nonresident: A student who does not meet the residence requirements of the
state. Tuition fees and admission policies may differ for residents and
nonresidents. International students are usually classified as nonresidents, and
there is little possibility of changing to resident status at a later date for tuition
purposes.

Part-time student: A student who is enrolled at a university but is not taking
the minimum number of credits (often 12) to meet the university’s requirement
for a full course load.

Participation: The student’s contribution to class discussion, considered a valid
criterion in grading

Pass-fail: A system of grading which distinguishes only those who pass the
course from those who fail

PhD: Doctor of Philosophy; the highest academic degree, generally research
oriented.

Placement test: An examination used to test a student’s academic ability in a
certain field so that he or she may be placed in the appropriate courses in that
field. In some cases, a student may be given academic credit based on the results
of a placement test.



Plagiarism: The use of another person’s words or ideas as your own.

Postdoctoral fellow: A person recently awarded a Ph.D. appointment to assist
the university in its research and teaching functions. Also called postdoc.

Postdoctorate: Studies designed for those who have completed a doctoral
degree (Ph.D.),

Prerequisite: Program or course that a student is required to complete before
being permitted to enroll in a more advanced program or course.

President: The highest-ranking executive officer of some universities, colleges

Probation: A status imposed on students who are doing unsatisfactory work,
and maintained until they either achieve a satisfactory grade-point average or are
dropped from the university or from the degree program

Proctor: 1) a person who supervises examinations; 2) a peer tutor in self-placed
instruction. Also used as a verb

Professional School: A post-baccalaureate institution (usually, within the
university) which trains students in the traditional professions, e.g., law or
medicine)

Provost: Also vice president for academic affairs
Quiz: A test of knowledge in the form of a short or rapid series of questions

Registrar: The college or university official who keeps records of enrollment or
students’ academic information, such as courses taken and grades received

Registration: Process through which students select courses to be taken during
a quarter, semester, or trimester.

Remedial: A noncredit course to help the student with a weak background in a
particular area to prepare himself for a credit course in that area.

Research Assistant: An advanced graduate student who assists a professor on a
research project. Research assistants may receive payment for their services in
addition to a waiver of tuition charges

Research fellow: An accomplished researcher hired temporarily to assist the
university in its research effort

Resident assistant (RA): A person who assists the residence hall director in
campus dormitories and is usually the first point of contact for students with
problems or queries regarding dorm life. Ras are usually students at the college
who receive free accommodation and other benefits in return for their services.

Sabbatical: year of leave accorded to a faculty member, usually at the end of 6
years’ work

SAT: Scholastic Aptitude Test a standardized test required for admission to
many American colleges



Scholarship: 1) formal study, academic learning; 2) a body of learning on an
academic subject; 3) a form of financial aid for a student, i.e. a sum of money
awarded to a student to help with living expenses, study, or travel

Semester: Period of study lasting approximately 15 to 16 weeks or one-half the
academic year.

Seminar: A course of specialized graduate or undergraduate study under faculty
supervision, in which ideas, approaches, and advances are regularly shared
among participants

Senior: A fourth-year student at a secondary school, college, or university.

Sophomore: A second-year student at a secondary school, college, or
university.

Sorority: A Greek-named association of female college students (See
fraternity herein).

Special student: A student at a college or university whois not enrolled as a
candidate for a degree. Also maybe referred toas a nondegree,
nonmatriculating, or visiting student.

Student government - a representative assembly of college or university
students with consultative powers

Student Union: A building devoted to students’ social and recreational
activities.

Summer School: formal, but reduced, course offerings during the long
academic vacation.

Syllabus: Outline of a course.

Teaching Assistant (TA): A graduate student who acts as instructor for an
undergraduate course in his or her field, in return for some form of financial aid
from the university. (See GTA herein)

Tenure: The status of permanent member of the faculty, awarded on the basis of
scholarship, teaching, or service.

Term: A generic word for the variety of academic sessions (semester, quarter,
trimester)

Thesis: A written work containing the results of research on a specific topic
prepared by a candidate for a bachelor’s or master’s degree.

TOEFL: Test of English as a Foreign Language: this is the test most often
taken by students for whom English is not the native language.

Transcript: The official record of the student’s academic performance at the
university.



Trimester: Period of study consisting of approximately three equal terms of 16
weeks during the academic year.

Tuition: The money an institution charges for instruction and training (does not
include the cost of books).

Undergraduate: 1) adj. of or relating to undergraduate studies herein: 2) n. a
student in such a program. (See freshman, sophomore, junior, senior herein)

Undergraduate studies: Two-year or four-year programs at a college or
university, undertaken after secondary school graduation and leading to the
associate or bachelor’s degree.

University: A large postsecondary institution consisting of several colleges (or
branches of learning) which awards advanced degrees and engages in research
activities.

Upper Division: Junior - senior classes and courses.

Varsity: A descriptive term for upper-division activities, mainly sports (e.g.,
“varsity football”); derived from university.

Visiting Professor: A scholar of some experience and status who has been
invited to work at a university for a limited time.

Visiting Scholar: A distinguished scholar brought to the university temporarily
to enrich the intellectual lives of faculty and students

Withdrawal: The administrative procedure of dropping a course or leaving a
university.

Work-study: Employment, usually on campus, awarded to needy students as
part of a financial aid package through the U.S. government’s Federal Work-
Study program. While international students are not eligible for work-study jobs
under this program, most are legally eligible to accept part-time employment on
campus, with permission from the international student adviser (see herein).
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